Bible Study for 20 July, 1999

<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come before your throne of grace this morning seeking what you have for us this day. We thank you and praise you for your Word that will illuminate our path this day and are quick to give you all the praise, honor and glory through your Son our Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ 

<opentext> Col 2:1 For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh; KJV 

opentext> def for conflict = struggle or battle. Paul had a struggle going on within himself, after hearing of the false teaching that had infiltrated these places. until one gets placed in the type of position that Paul was in, one cannot understand the struggle that he had going on within himself. how do we get ourselves in the position of being taken in by false teaching? 
<his> not watching where we are going 
<diligently> by listening to them 
<shama> by looking and listening to the flesh, man, and not rightly dividing the Word of truth 
<renewed> by listening to man more than Father, and not seeking Him through His Word 
<truthseeke> not hearing the Truth 
<mizpah> gradual acceptance of things that don't line up with the Word and not checking it out to see if it does 
<now-faith> not staying renewed in and on the Word to be able to detect the lie from the truth 
<helpmate> by not taking the time to see what the Word says for ourself, but believing what others think it says 
<at-peace> by not checking out what all is said with the Word of God 
<truthseeke> following man 
<opentext> good answers. not only by listening to man and not checking it out with the Word of truth, but also by listening to other spirits. it also happens as we allow pride in, and we think that we do not have to listen to those that Father places in our path. it does not matter who or what we hear speak, we always should take it back to the Word of God, to be sure that it is totally in line within the Word 

<opentext> Col 2:2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, KJV 

<opentext> how often are we comforted by the Word? 
<diligently><now-faith> <at-peace><Kapoo> always 
 <truthseeke> daily 
<renewed> each time we go to it 
<shama> all the time 
<shama> it brings much peace 
<his> much 

<opentext> but, are we always comforted by the Word? how often is it that we are chastened by it, and we do not like what Father has to say to us during the chastening? 
<diligently> a lot of the time. 
<renewed> it is the truth of the Word that sets us free, and that will always bring comfort and joy, though at first our flesh may not like it 
<his> exactly 
<now-faith> there are times that our flesh does not like to hear the chastening, but we are comforted to know that Father loves us enough to correct us and not forsake us 
<shama> our flesh doesn't like to hear it then, but our spirit is comforted by it once we accept it and apply it to our walk 
<at-peace> we are comforted even in chastening because i know that He loves me enough to correct me, my flesh does not like it a whole lot. would rather take the chastening than to continue on the wrong path 
<opentext> until you receive the Word, and accept it as from God, how can one be comforted by it? 
<diligently> oh yes, but the truth sets us free, and that is with Father also 
<now-faith> you cannot, you will rebel and not be at peace 

<opentext> Heb 12:11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. KJV 

<renewed> you can't be. your flesh is fighting against Father and your spirit 
<shama> it will be just words on a piece of paper until you recognize it is God's voice speaking to you 
<opentext> very good answers. so until we come into agreement with Father, His Word, and His correction, you cannot walk together in agreement with Him. 

<opentext> Col 2:2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, KJV 

<opentext> how often do we take the time to come to a full understanding of what Father is talking to us about, before we move on? 
<renewed> we are learning to slow down, yet we know we have much to learn in this area 
<shama> probably not enough, we sometimes race ahead 
<now-faith> we are learning to do so more now as we are seeing how we haven't in the past and it got us taking another lap around the mountain 
<diligently> lately most of the time. we think 
<his> o/ 
<opentext> do we take the time to hear Father all the way through? or hear what we want, and then move on? yes Graeme 
<his> how can we be sure we're not just procrastinating on making a change. when we are strongly convicted that now it is time to act accordingly? 
<opentext> for my own self. usually i am procrastinating when i am rationalizing it in the head or mind. it is quite different when my heart is being convicted of what Father is speaking to me on. when is the proper time. now is the accepted time. now faith is when we are supposed to operate. most want to put off till tomorrow, that which Father asks of us today. that help Graeme 
<his> so conviction may be today, but if we leave it then we start "thinking" and may miss what Father asked ? 
<opentext> when Father is dealing with us on something, it is for right now, not tomorrow or next week. again, it is now faith that gives us the victory. remember Hebrews 12:11, says now no chastening for the present seems joyous. we have to hear it presently. not at our convenience, and if we do not hear it at the present time, we build up more of a wall, more resistance against that which Father has asked of us, and it will be harder down the road. the further down stream we ride the current, the longer the swim back up stream for us 
<his> that which we have need off. thanks :-) 

<opentext> Col 2:2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, KJV 

<opentext> to a full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the **mystery of God. however, how many of us have come to that full assurance of the mystery? or have we been satisfied with bits and pieces? 
<renewed> each day we spend with Father helps to open the mystery more and more to us 
<diligently> we are not satisfied with bits and pieces. we want to keep learning more everyday 
<shama> we are not satisfied with bits and pieces anymore 
<opentext> a full assurance of understanding. being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun the good work in you, will bring it to completion. are you that confident? 
<truthseeke><mizpah><his><diligently> yes 
<at-peace> yes, and more each day this confidence deepens within me 
<shama> yes we are learning to be each day 
<renewed> each day we are gaining that confidence. it is one thing to have the confidence in Him, and the work that He has started in us, the next thing is, will we allow Him to do that work within us? or will we rebel and drag our feet? 
<truthseeke> for me it is either now faith or no faith 
<shama> we will do that which He asks of us this day 
<mizpah> we will allow Father to do that work within us 
<renewed> we don't want to rebel and drag our feet, we want all that Father has for us, though at times we do fight our flesh over that 
<diligently> we will allow Father to have his way with me. 
<at-peace> my heart is willing to allow Father to do all within me, yet my flesh sometimes gets in the way 

<opentext> Col 2:2-3 and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. KJV 

<jade2> o/ 
<opentext> so Father is wanting to open to us the mystery, however, note that it is hid, and how many of us are willing to put forth the effort to find all that is hid? yes jade 
<jade2> I have lost faith in too many deaths around me how can i get it back? 
<opentext> salvation is a personal thing with God, and ones salvation is not dependent in and on that which has happened to others. 
<jade2> I don't understand? 
<opentext> death is the end of the life cycle here. it is what we do with our life before that cycle ends, to whether we live with God, or be apart from Him for eternity 

<opentext> Phil 2:12 work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. KJV 

<jade2> KJV is? 
<opentext> king James version 
<jade2> My fear and trembling makes me fear the after life as this life is my suffering 
<opentext> most fear death, but for those that know Jesus Christ as their Lord and savior. death is one thing that i look forward to, as i get to leave this world and be home with God. yes, to be facing eternity without the assurance that i would be at home with God, would tend to make one fearful. that assurance can only come as one has accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and savior, and know that He has made a way for us to have that confidence and assurance in and by His redemptive act. that help at all jade2? 
<jade2> How do accept Jesus Christ when I have lost faith? 

<opentext> Rom 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. KJV 

<opentext> we simply acknowledge to God, that we have sinned, we ask for forgiveness through Jesus Christ, since He did pay the price for all of our sin, and our relationship with Father is restored, and then we continue in His Word, so that we can hear and learn how He wants us to live 

<opentext> Rom 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. KJV 

<opentext> the only way that we can maintain that faith, is by the time we spend with Father in His Word, this is what gives us the ability to overcome the trials and temptations of this world 


<jade2> I totally agree 

<opentext> Col 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, KJV 

<opentext> does this help some jade2? 
<jade2> yes but does this mean I have to act gods way to get my faith back to be a good person and admit my sins? 
<opentext> faith is the gift from God, which gives us the ability to believe and act upon His Word. God works with us each day, but we have to be willing to change to God's way of doing things. it is very obvious that our way did not work, so now the choice is ours, of whether we want to now do it God's way 
<jade2> what is gods way? 
<opentext> God gives us the measure of faith, when we accept Jesus Christ as Lord and savior. now it is up to us, what we do with that measure. will we develop it, or will we hide it away and hope that someday it will work 
<jade2> very true! 

<opentext> John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. KJV 

<opentext> God's way is by allowing the Bible the Word of God to be our instruction manual for life here. in God's Word we find the truth of and about life, and that we need to make that our way of life. most only talk about God's Word. few live it as a way of life. this is why we study the Word for God's approval, so that we never have any reason to be ashamed when we stand before Him, because we have taken the time to rightly divide His Word of truth 

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. KJV 

<jade2> If we feel ashamed and guilty when we die does God accept us to his kingdom? 
<opentext> if we are ashamed and guilty. there is not much confidence there. Paul when ready to depart this earth, had confidence and assurance where he was going, and that is where we all need to be at 

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:6-7 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: KJV 

<opentext> one thing to remember, is that God is patient with us, we did not make this big of a mess of our life over night. God will work with us. we have to hear and obey that which He asks of us 
<jade2> how can my mum right the wrong when she's dying and not in her right mind she has sinned 
<opentext> all we can do is present the truth to others. it is then their choice or decision. my salvation is the most important thing in the world to me. and i am not responsible for what others do with their life. i only have control over mine, and when we realize this, then we will no longer feel we have to be the savior of the world 
<jade2> how can it her decision when she has know reason left in her mind whether to cherish God or not? 
<opentext> i understand what you are saying, as i went through that myself when i watched my mother die of cancer, but she had the opportunities to change, but decided to hang onto the catholic church instead of God's way of doing things. i could not change her or save her. only present the truth to her. then it was s her choice they are always able to hear the truth. even though we may think they are not able to. 
<jade2> I think my mothers mind has shut down to every reason this makes me sad i want her to be accepted by God before she leaves me 
<opentext> salvation is a personal thing. all we can do is to present the truth to others. you say her mind has shut down, but are you greater than God's Word and power? 
<jade2> that's why I'm questioning faith 
<opentext> the other thing that you have to remember, is that they have to want to change. my mother did not, and that was her choice. each one of us has to get to the point that salvation is the most important thing to us, and that no one person or thing, is more important than our relationship with Father through Jesus Christ 
<jade2> my mother wont change or accept either and now its killing her for not coming to terms with life she was very religious now accepts nothing 
<opentext> and that is her choice. and it is not something that you can change 

<opentext> Phil 3:8-9 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, KJV 

<jade2> isn't it said that we live by our own decisions and control but when someone loses there mind its not in Gods care? 
<opentext> your mother is responsible for her life and her decisions, just as my mother was. as for me and my house, we will serve the living God through Jesus Christ, and will give this answer to anyone that asks of the hope that is within me. there is no place like that in my Bible jade2 
<jade2> sorry maybe should go 
<opentext> we have someone here 16 to 18 hours a day jade2, and will be joyful to answer any questions that you have, and will always give you an answer from God's Word 

