Bible Study for 10 June, 1999
 
<shama> Father we thank you for this day that you have made, and for your Word that brings life and sets us free. We thank you that your Holy Spirit is our teacher as we study your Word with open hearts and ears ready to hear what you would say to us. We give you all the thanks, honour and glory thru Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour 



<opentext> Col 1:5-6, You heard of this Hope originally in the message of Truth, in that gospel which has reached you as it spreads over all the world with fruit and increase. Such has been your life, from the day you learned to know what God's grace really is. (Moffatt translation) 

<opentext> Col 1:5-6 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel; Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth: (KJV) 

<opentext> We all here, have heard of this gospel message of truth, and we know what it says, and we know what it can do, but do we allow it to do all that it can in our life? 
<shama> no, not all the time when we get in the way 
<his> no but learning to 
<renewed> it is only in those areas that we learn who we are in Christ, we are able to 
<at-peace> no, not all of the time 
<opentext> Aren't we more apt to see what it can do in others, quicker then we will see and allow it to work in ourselves? 
<shama> oh yeah! 
<at-peace> yes 
<his> yes 
<buzzzbait> yes 
<opentext> And what happens then, when we focus on what God is doing in others, rather then what He is in us? 
<his> then we miss the mark 
<shama> we miss what He is trying to say to us as we focus on distractions 
<disciple> we miss what Father has for us 
<buzzzbait> o/ 
<opentext> yes leonard 
<buzzzbait> is it not good to see Fathers work in others? 
<opentext> yes it is, however, most when they see what God is doing in others, begin to mumble and grumble a bit, because they get jealous of what they see Father doing in others, and then think that He is ignoring them. 
<buzzzbait> thanks. that sounds all too familiar 
<opentext> This is why we need to work out our own salvation, by seeking Father's counsel each day, on that which He has for us. But none of us here have ever thought that way have we? 
<shama> lol :-x 
<at-peace> :-x 
<renewed> :-x 
<his> :-x 
<disciple> :-x 
<labourer> ah, um, ah doah! 
<now-faith> :-x 
<opentext> so then, faith does come by hearing, and hearing that Message that is in and by Christ, ohh if we could all listen to Father more, before we engaged mouth housing group. 
<helpmate> yes it sure does 
<opentext> You are not alone in that though. it is easy for greg and myself at times, and look at other ministries, and see what is going on, and get frustrated at what we see is going on, and think or wonder what we are doing wrong, or why is there not more growth here, and the list goes on, but none of you have ever had those thoughts? 
<shama> :-x 
<his> :-x 
<disciple> we thank Father for reminding us not to, when we do 
<buzzzbait> i just get frustrated trying to figure out what is going on at other ministries 

<opentext> Col 1:6 Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth: (KJV) 

<opentext> How much of Christ did you receive when you first believed? 
<renewed> all of Him 
<shama> all of Him 
<disciple> all of Him 
<at-peace> all of Him 
<renewed> Col 2:10 
<helpmate> all oh Him 
<now-faith> all 
<his> all 
<buzzzbait> all 
<opentext> That must be why a little further here in this epistle, Paul says quite clearly that you are complete in Him. Yet, do we always believe that? 
<disciple> we tend to forget that verse too often 
<shama> sometimes we forget that we have all that we need 
<renewed> we are learning to thank Father for that daily 
<now-faith> don't always walk or abide in that truth and realization 
<his> trying to apply that to my life 
<opentext> we are supposed to leave the 99, and go out listening and looking for the **one more** that is looking for or crying out for help. Yet, if we do believe that we are complete in Him, how can we point them in the right direction? 
<disciple> we can't 
<now-faith> do you mean if we do not believe? 
<shama> we have to believe we are complete in Him to point them the right way 
<opentext> yes. thanks michie 
<now-faith> ok. no we can't because we have no hope in us for them to ask about 
<opentext> Yet, if we do NOT believe that we are complete in Him, 
<opentext> Stop for just a minute here, and think about how many times that you have wondered if Father is doing anything through you. Then, look at the column of brothers and sisters listed in the channel here, and you will see a list of Father's "one more" and how if we are faithful, then He is faithful 
<opentext> We each need to know that God does use us, and that He will use us as He sees how we can best be used for His kingdom. 
<opentext> Yet, how often do we have this confidence of the work that He is doing within us? 
<shama> not often enough 
<disciple> too often, we doubt 
<renewed> as we are able to accept the correction, we realize the work that He is doing in us 
<his> more now 
<at-peace> we are growing in confidence daily 
<opentext> And then there is the other side of the coin as well, where we think more highly of ourself than we ought, and it is a fine line between the two. they are on either side of that strait and narrow path that leads to Father's house. 

<opentext> Col 1:7-8 As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful minister of Christ; Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit. (KJV) 

<opentext> Was all that Epaphras declared of their love a good thing? 
<his> no 
<renewed> no 
<at-peace> no 
<opentext> Exactly, otherwise Paul would have written a letter like he did to the Philippians, but what Paul had heard of them was a selfish love, one that was not full of confidence, as well as one that was playing favorites. How well do we learn, when we think only a few have received all of God's grace, and that we only got what was left over? 
<renewed> our learning is stunted and hindered if we think that 
<disciple> we don't learn well at all, because it causes a root of bitterness to come in 
<shama> our growth stops when thinking like that 
<his> we can't receive Father's instruction 
<opentext> how good of an example of the believers have we now become, when thinking like that? 
<shama> not a good one, a bad example 
<his> not good 
<disciple> not good 
<renewed> we have stepped out of the realm of a believer ourself 
<helpmate> not a good one 
<at-peace> a very poor example 
<opentext> are the rivers of living water then able to flow through us? 
<shama> no 
<disciple> no 
<renewed> no 
<his> no 
<buzzzbait> not 
<at-peace> nope 
<helpmate> no 
<opentext> isn't this how denominations get started, because they build 4 walls, and then proceed to tell God that this is all the more He has given them, and that He cannot work beyond the limits that they have established there? 
<disciple> yes, it sure is 
<shama> yes 
<now-faith> wow, yes, never thought of it in that light before 

<opentext> so then remember that, the next time you want to limit God in your life, or dictate to Him how you think that it should be done, because you then are acting just as the denominations are. and how many of you really want to start a work apart from that which God has? 
<disciple> not me! 
<at-peace> not me 
<shama> not me 
<now-faith> not us 
<his> not me 
<kenny> not me 
<his> o/ 
<opentext> How many of you would have thought that God could have used a murderer of His very work, to effectively spread the gospel of Good News? 
<opentext> yes graeme 
<his> Are we limiting Father just by entertaining (chewing over) the apparent limitations, even if we don't actually put words of doubt out there ? 
<disciple> yes, we certainly are 
<opentext> as a man thinketh in his heart .so is he. this is why we need to keep our mind renewed in and by the Word of God 
<his> ouch 
<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> yes michie 
<now-faith> we have found that although we have no doubt that Father can use a murderer, a bush or a donkey, we find ourselves standing in awe of the vessel rather than to the message and the Source of that message, and therefore we think within ourselves that even though we are too another vessel, that we couldn't be used that way 
<opentext> exactly, and then we have in essence told God that he can proceed no further in our life 
<now-faith> :-/ 
<opentext> How many of you would have thought that God could have used a murderer of His very work, to effectively spread the gospel of Good News? 
<helpmate> you forget what he did when you start reading the epistles 
<disciple> yeh, we tend to separate saul from paul as we read 
<shama> i wouldn't have thought that He could've 
<renewed> what better vessel to use, who would be able to understand fully what Father's grace really is all about? 
<helpmate> yes., he had to completely forget what he had done 
<now-faith> right cheryl, that is what we see too when we understand just why Father chose Paul 
<opentext> Don't we often look at what Father uses Paul to scribe, and forget what manner of man he had been, and so then we also then limit Father in our own life, thinking He can only use special people? 
<shama> yes 
<disciple> oh, yeh 
<now-faith> yes 
<renewed> yes we see the completeness of Paul, and forget all that it took for him to realize that completeness 
<opentext> Paul was guilty of the same sin as you prior to salvation, unbelief in Jesus Christ. all man kind is guilty of the same sin, .so it is any and all that believe, that God can and will use, IF we will allow Him to do the work within us. 
<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> yes michie 
<now-faith> do we also limit Father when we *think* that we should all be used in the same way as Paul was (for example) instead of realizing that Father uses each one as HE sees fit. such as Timothy and 

Ephasarus (sp?)? 
<now-faith> or even ananais 
<opentext> He is the potter, we are the clay, and yet we try to tell God how and why He should make us the way we think we should be. 
<now-faith> ok 
<opentext> This day, today, will you allow Father to use you, as He sees what is best for His kingdom? 
<now-faith> yes, absolutely 
<shama> yes 
<labourer> yes 
<disciple> we sure will! 
<helpmate> yes we will 
<helpmate> judy, we will too 
<at-peace> yes 
<opentext> any questions from today? 
<opentext> just to let you all know how Father can and does use us, i had no idea of what Father was going to teach on, as Father had us start this morning. it is all a matter of yielding, and yet how many got something out of today's study? 
<his> me 
<disciple> we got a great deal 
<at-peace> me 
<renewed> we sure did 
<helpmate> us 
<shama> oh soooo much, it was a real blessing 
<labourer> me 
<kenny> me 
<disciple> thanks for being an obedient vessel for Father, larry 
<helpmate> uu - judy greg and me 
<gonfishin> yes 
<at-peace> we will carry with us through the day that we are complete in Christ Jesus, the head of all principalities and power, and that we can do all things through Christ who strengthens me 

