Bible Study for 7 June, 1999

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and the time to share and grow in your Word of Life. We are thankful for all that you have done for us this say, and all that you have yet in store for us through Christ Jesus our Lord 

<opentext> Col 1:3-4 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints, (KJV) 

<opentext> Last Wednesday, we talked about how Paul addressed the Colossians lack of faith, and part of the reason in addressing this letter to them. Also in verse 4 we hear how he addresses their love for all of the saints, or maybe should we say lack of love. Why would this be? 
<now-faith> how can you love others if you haven't accepted and realized Father's love for yourself? 
<his> they were not showing them Father's love by living the Word 
<mizpah> they can't love anybody without faith in God. There wasn't many there still holding fast to that faith 
<opentext> What was part of the problem that Paul had to address here? 
<now-faith> reverting to the flesh and giving heed to the Judaizers? 
<cheryl> they returned to their old traditions and doctrines 
<his> reversion to law 
<judy>went back to the milk of the Word 
<his> mosaic 
<opentext> all good answers. Let me ask you this question then. What was it that Paul had to stress to Philemon? 
<helpmate> they all had slaves 
<his> that all in the Body are equal 
<mizpah> to not be puffed up and know that Christ is the head of the church, not man 
<opentext> and, since many of them had slaves, what was their outlook towards other people? 
<helpmate> they looked down on most and did not consider them equals in every way 
<his> they looked down on them 
<ready-fish> thought more highly of themselves than they ought 
<mizpah> they looked down on those they believed had less (physically) 
<opentext> very good answers. Now lets consider this. How often do we try to impress or look down on people, by trying to impress them with how much we know, or think we know? 
<mizpah> used to do that quite a bit 
<his> less today 
<darla> i don't think i do 
<opentext> There are many ways that we can keep people in slavery, or make the people to feel second class. One thing that many forget, that the more we grow in God's knowledge and love, the more of a servant we are supposed to become. But is this always the case? 
<helpmate><his> no 
<now-faith> no, not at all 
<his> but should be 
<ready-fish> greater love has no man, that we lay down our lives for the brethren 

<opentext> 2 Cor 12:15 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. (KJV) 

<opentext> We seldom stop to hear the love that Paul had for the people, in always presenting them with the truth of God's Word. We do not see how he totally gave himself to that which Father asked of him. 
<his> beginning to see what love thy enemies mean. 
<opentext> How often we will present the total message of what God is asking of us, despite what the people's faces may say? 
<his> it's hard on the flesh sometimes 
<now-faith> not often enough because of lack of confidence 
<cheryl> without that confidence in Christ you can't 
<opentext> how often do we consider the confidence Paul had to have in Father's Word, to present all that Father was asking of him, keeping in mind, that Paul did not have the New Testament to study from, but had to glean from the Old Testament, to find all that had been hidden within there? 
<mizpah> never thought about it before, but he had to have awesome confidence 
<ready-fish> glean from the old, an listen attentive to writing the new 
<charlene> he had to trust Father that he was hearing everything 
<ready-fish> he had to totally rely on the spirit to be his guide and teacher 
<opentext> So then, when Paul talked about spending and being spent for them, we can see that he spent many hours going over the Word, to be able to present to them all of the promises of God to them. 
<his> conferring not with flesh and blood 
<opentext> Do we spend our time as wisely, going over the scriptures, to be able to present the Word wisely to the one more that may ask of the hope that is within us? 
<mizpah> probably not as much as we should 
<helpmate> no, not as much as we should 
<opentext> The more abundantly that Paul loved them, the less he was loved, because he presented the full truth of the Word to them, that one more might hear the truth of God's Word, and be turned to faith. 
<his> as much as I hear Father asking, although not sure if I'm hearing all that he is asking of us 
<opentext> How often, do we consider the fact, that the way, and how we present the Word, could mean life or death for the hearer? 
<his> more and more aware 
<now-faith> when we are attentively hearing Father for the answers that He would give, we do consider 
<mizpah> that we consider, and how much responsibility we have in presenting it correctly 
<helpmate> be slow to speak. Listen for the right answer 
<ready-fish> a totally humbling experience realizing the importance 
<cheryl> listen for what *that* person has need of 
<opentext> Stop and consider a moment here, how different all of Paul's epistles are, and yet each presents the same message. Paul listened to Father, to be able to properly present the Word to those that he was addressing or speaking to. How often is it, that we love the people that Father has us talking to, to love them enough to stop and hear Father's counsel on how to address the person we are talking to? 
<his> o/ 
<opentext> yes graeme 
<his> So, should we ask and seek long in every case ? 
<opentext> well, it may not always be long that we have to wait for the answer. The more time that we spend with Father, the sooner it is that we are able to hear His answers. It all comes down to how well we have our hearing to Father's voice trained. 
<his> so often we will have the answer before the person asks, if we've been paying attention? 
<opentext> So, yes we should ask in every instance, but do not limit God on how soon or how long it will take Father to answer. 
<his> thanks 
<opentext> yes, many times we will answer the question before they ask, so it all comes back to how well we are hearing, and how in tune to Father we stay during the day 
<opentext> does that help graeme? 
<his> yes thanks 

<opentext> Col 1:3-6 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints, For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel; Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; (KJV) 

<opentext> for the hope that is laid up for you. Father had Jesus Christ pay the total price for you, and presented it all to you, but how many of us have accepted all that Father has for us? 
<mizpah> we are learning to accept more everyday. 
<cheryl> we are beginning to see it all but not yet learned how to appropriate it all 
<opentext> it is much easier to see all that Father has for us, than it is to put it into practice within our life. 
<his> yes 
<helpmate><mizpah> yes, it is 
<ready-fish> sure is 
<opentext> For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven. Now, notice where it is that Father's hope is laid up for us. Do we always go up there to where it is, or do we try to bring it down to where we are? 
<mizpah> sometimes, we try to bring it to our level, but are learning to rise above 
<shama> we sometimes try to bring it down to where we are 
<his> down here sometimes 
<opentext> Why do we do this? 
<mizpah> because our focus is not fixed on Father 
<helpmate> we forget we are in Christ 
<shama> we forget we are seated in heavenly places 
<his> relating to Father in physical 
<opentext> why do we forget these things? 
<his> distractions 
<mizpah> because we are not feeding our spirit man enough to remember 
<shama> we are not renewing our mind in the Word 

<opentext> Col 1:4, Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints, (KJV) 

<opentext> exactly, we FORGET that which we have heard, we have not kept our mind renewed in and on the Word. How often do we remember that it is the message of Christ Jesus that we have heard, and yet often attribute it to people? 
<his> too often 
<cheryl> the people could also be ourselves 
<mizpah> too often, also 
<shama> sometimes forget that 
<opentext> why do we attribute it to people? 
<mizpah> because we focus on the light instead of the Light Source 
<his> our flesh has been trained to 
<opentext> because we walk by sight, rather then by faith, and so we relater it to that what we can see, and touch and feel. in other words the FLESH 
<shama> we are looking thru the flesh and not the Spirit 
<opentext> good answers 

<opentext> Romans 10:17 And this proves that faith comes from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ.(weymouth) 

<opentext> this is why it is so vital that we remember who it is we have heard this message from and through. we are but servants to the world for Father, and we have to remember that it is His Word, and so we have to present it as He gives it to us, and not the way we THINK the people would hear better. How often is it that we THINK that if we add some of our thoughts to the message, it will help God out? 
<mizpah> phasing out that word in my vocabulary, but too often, i'm sure 
<shama> too often, but it's His Words that are Spirit and life, certainly not ours 
<his> don't think so anymore. However still do it 
<opentext> Next time that you THINK that you are going to help God out, remember what God asked Job. where were you when He hung the stars in the heavens, or laid the foundation of the earth. This day, today, will you allow Father's love to shine through you? 


<his><darla><diligently><cheryl><charlene><shama><helpmate> yes 
<mizpah> yes, we sure will! 
<ready-fish> we will leave the light on, yes 
<opentext> any questions from today? 

