Bible Study for 2 June, 1999

<now-faith> Father we come boldly before your throne of grace this morning to give thanks for the bread of life that sustains us this day through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour 

<opentext> Col 1:3-4, We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, (KJV) 

<opentext> We hear many things in life, but how often is that what we hear the truth? 
<help-ready> not very 
<now-faith> not often 
<mizpah> not near as often as we hear lies 
<renewed> in the world we rarely hear the truth 
<at-peace> not very often 
<shama> not often <diligently> not often 
<opentext> What is it, that others have heard of your faith, would it always be of a good report? 
<now-faith> no 
<mizpah> not always 
<now-faith> not always 
<renewed> no not at all 
<shama> no it wouldn't 
<at-peace> not always 
<diligently> we think it would be most of the time, but we may be wrong 
<opentext> We often times speak things before we hear Father all of the way through, and seldom stop to think of all of the consequences that may entail from our overly eager answers. Many times, our joy and enthusiasm as we grow in the Lord is quite great, but it does not diminish our responsibility to study that which we have heard within our spirit. 
<opentext> Faith comes by _____? 
<mizpah> <shama> <diligently> hearing 
<now-faith><renewed> hearing and hearing by the Word of God 

<opentext> Rom 10:17 And this proves that faith comes from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ.(weymouth) 

<opentext> I like the way Weymouth translates this verse, because he tells us clearly who it is that we are to hear this message of faith from. How often in our walk, do we quote other people, rather then saying that which the Lord has spoken to us? 
<mizpah> too often sometimes 
<diligently> a lot of the time we do that. 
<renewed> sometimes, not as much as we used to as we are becoming more aware of that 
<shama> sometimes too much 

<opentext> John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV) 

<opentext> How often do we remember that the Word the Lord spoke, is indeed spirit, and it is life? or do we many times rely on the flesh? 
<diligently> we don’t know 
<renewed> yes we fall into relying on the flesh, yet at times 
<mizpah> working on leaving the flesh out of my walk 
<now-faith> too often 

<opentext> John 6:63 It is the spirit which gives Life. The flesh confers no benefit whatever. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and are Life.(weymouth) 

<opentext> The flesh confers NO benefit, yet, how often is it easier to lean to our own understanding, rather then taking the time to check it out within God's Word? 
<now-faith> anything that doesn't bear witness right away with what we have heard in the Word, we check out further in the Word 
<mizpah> the flesh finds it easier to just believe it, but the spirit needs the confirmation of the Word. flesh wins sometimes 
<shama> it is easier for the flesh, but now i check it out in the Word first 
<diligently> we do like to check it out in Fathers word 

<opentext> Col 1:3-4, We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, (KJV) 

<opentext> What we sometimes fail to hear within a verse such as these, is if Paul had heard good things of their faith, would there have to have been a stern letter such as this one written? 
<renewed> no there wouldn't have had to been 
<at-peace><help-ready><shama><mizpah><diligently><now-faith> no 
<opentext> How often though, do we hear that from here, that Paul had been praying for them, since he had heard of their faith. The thing being, that all that he had heard of their faith was NOT good. 
<renewed> ummm. we did not hear it that way before today 
<mizpah> i thought it was good. didn't realize till now, that he heard something not so good 
<now-faith> when we first glanced over that verse, we assumed that he was praising them for their faith in Christ Jesus and thanking Father for it, but we now hear what it is really saying. 

<opentext> Heb 5:11-13 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. (KJV) 

<opentext> Do you think maybe these words would have been appropriate for those at Colossae as well? 
<renewed> yes 
<mizpah> they sure would have 
<now-faith> yes, from what we understand from the introduction into this book 
<diligently> yes 
<opentext> So then another way that we can hear that which Father is having Paul say to us here, is that he thanked Father for the faith that had been started properly there, but was also praying that they would hear all of the truth as well, and not just things that sounded good to them. Faith comes by hearing, and giving heed to the message of Christ, however, we do not always take the time to be as those of Berea were, and go to the Word to check out all that we have heard. It is by failing to do this, that we end up having 3 wisemen standing at a manger scene. That we try to drown people into the kingdom of God.And the list can go on and on, but all this happens, because we allow a little leaven into the lump, saying this will not hurt much. What harm can this do? 
<now-faith> pardon? drown people into the kingdom of God? 
<opentext> michie, water baptism, like dunkin donuts. 
<now-faith> oh!! went right over my head! this does eternal damage 
<opentext> And then usually what is our response, when Father does send someone to correct the error? 
<mizpah> we fight it wanting to hang onto the lies 
<renewed> if we are not hearing in the spirit, we will defend or reject it from being the truth 
<help-ready> they can't possibly be right 
<diligently> they are upset. 
<shama> sometimes it's. 'i can't hear Father, i have my fists in my ears!' 
<now-faith> lol 

<opentext> 2 Cor 7:8-9 For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent, though I did repent: for I perceive that the same epistle hath made you sorry, though it were but for a season. Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing. (KJV) 

<opentext> How many of you would like to have had Paul's responsibility? 
<now-faith> no 
<diligently> not us 
<mizpah> uh, no 
<renewed> only if Father asked that of us, it is not something we would seek after 
<shama> not me 
<at-peace> :-x 
<labourer> nope 
<help-ready> those kind of words can be hard to utter 
<opentext> Ahhh, but you do, and this is what most miss, we are to be an example of the believer to all of those that are around us. 
<renewed> ouch 
<opentext> Parents, your children's spiritual life depends upon that which you show them and put forth. 
<diligently> yes 
<help-ready> actions speak louder than words 
<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> If, as you all have told me is true, that there is no value that we can put on one persons salvation, then you do have a tough job. yes michie 
<now-faith> do we get slack in those responsibilities because we think we are not called to be an apostle or one of those "higher up positions"? 
<opentext> yes; because we have been taught that it is the pastors or teachers responsibility, and so we leave all the teaching to them., yet my Bible says: train a child in the way they should go. that sounds like teaching to me! 
<now-faith> wow ouch is right 
<now-faith> any child of God, correct? 
<opentext> yes 

<opentext> Matt 18:12-14 How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray? And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray. Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish. (KJV) 

<opentext> not one should be lost. most will not share the Word unless they have a large audience, and yet the Lord shows us the importance of but one more. How will that one hear, unless there is one that will share the truth of God's Word with them? 
<renewed> it will be very difficult for them 
<diligently> they will not be able to hear. 
<mizpah> it would be difficult 
<shama> they won't 

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:5-6 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: (KJV) 

<opentext> How many of us are striving to mature in the Word, or are most content to stay in puberty, thinking this will alleviate their responsibility? 
<renewed> we are striving to mature in the Word, there was a time we didn't though 
<mizpah> i am striving daily to mature in the Word 
<help-ready> that only makes you lukewarm 
<shama> striving to mature 
<at-peace> we are striving to mature each day in the Word 
<diligently> we want to mature in Fathers word 
<now-faith> we hid from that responsibility for a long time, not striving to maturity 

<opentext> Gal 3:1-3 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? (KJV) 

<opentext> what do you think is was that Paul heard of the faith of this people? 
<mizpah> that their faith was waning a bit since they first heard 


<renewed> something similar to what we did for many years, striving to please men and their doctrines instead of Father 
<now-faith> they had allowed themselves to revert to the flesh and rudiments of this world as they gave ear to wrongful teaching instead of seeking the truth of the Word and moving onto maturity 
<help-ready> they had walked away from the Word 
<opentext> And they that are in the flesh _______ please God! 
<labourer> they had definitely heard the truth, but then their understandings began to muddy the pure waters 
<at-peace><shama><diligently><mizpah><now-faith> cannot 
<renewed> cannot please God 

<opentext> Col 1:3-4 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints, (KJV) 

<opentext> If they had received Paul letter of correction, do you think they would have had their town destroyed by an earthquake just a few years later? 
<help-ready><shama><now-faith><diligently><mizpah> no 
 <renewed> no Father would have protected them 
<opentext> Unless we are built upon the Rock, what will happen to us when we ignore Father's correction? 
<diligently> oh my :-( 
<mizpah> our foundation will be shaky at best and it will crumble 
<renewed> we'll be in that earthquake whole with the Colossians 
<at-peace> our foundation will begin to crumble to 
<help-ready> we will fall 
<opentext> Do we always keep fresh in our mind and heart, that it is those that He loves, that He chastens and rebukes?? 
<mizpah> no 
<renewed> yes, we are learning to trust in that 
<shama> not always 
<diligently> that is right PYF. we forget that , 
<opentext> So the question that we each have to ask ourself this morning is this, what is it that others have heard of your faith? Is it one that you can stand tall before the Lord with?? Or is it one that might cause you to be ashamed?? 

<opentext> 3 Jn 1:4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. (KJV) 

<opentext> any questions from today? 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> also, remember tomorrow is questions and answer day 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> We just wanted to go to the beginning in Romans 10:17 the Weymouth translation. 
<opentext> verse 17 And this proves that faith comes from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ. 
<renewed> and as we were hearing that we were hearing John 16:13, and there had always been a bit of confusion for me about the role of the Holy Spirit and Christ. the Holy Spirit being the teacher, but as we read that, we realized the Holy Spirit only speaks that what He hears the Word of Christ. 
<opentext> exactly 
<renewed> never heard John 16:13 like that before :-)), thanks 
<now-faith> o/ 

<opentext> John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. (KJV) 

<opentext> yes michie 
<now-faith> hope maketh us not ashamed, so would we only have reason to be ashamed if we are not walking in that hope of Christ in us and reverting to the flesh? 
<opentext> Many times, as we are growing the devil will tell us that we have to know it all, and know it all right now. This gets discouraging. The key is, day by day, our daily bread. Learning that which Father gives us this day, and then learning it and putting into practice to the best of our ability. 
<now-faith> and if we do that diligently, we will have no reason to be ashamed? 
<labourer> o/ 
<opentext> exactly, but how often is it, that w hear it for a few minutes, and then set it aside? 
<now-faith> all too often 
<opentext> yes mike 
<diligently> yes, we do that ,but do not mean too. 
<labourer> just a comment, was thinking how the Lord had us covered in john 14:26: He brings things back to our remembrance. what He has already shown us is good when the persecution hits. Yes, and too often we try to lean to our own understanding, rather then waiting on the Lord for His word to deliver us from all evil 
<diligently> o/ 
<labourer> have lost sight of what He has shown me at times when the persecution hits for the Word's sake. .yes 
<opentext> It is in Christ, the Word of God, that always causes us to triumph. yes judy 
<diligently> we have such a hard time with this. we know Father is helping me to learn how to be quiet and silent, but the problem, is we know how to stop doing something. just never do it, but like with this, we can talk sometimes, but we don’t know when then 
<opentext> Yes. it is a hard thing to learn to control the tongue, and when to speak, and when not to speak. 
<diligently> yes 
<opentext> Jesus Christ said that He only spoke the words He heard Father speak. if we could do that, the tongue would never get us in trouble with God; however, man will still rise against the Word. so what it all comes down to, is learning to please Father, and we will all be working at that till the day we get home 
<diligently> yes 
<opentext> so then, we go day by day, with that daily bread Father has for us, and apply ourself to that Word, to the best of our ability that will be pleasing to Father 
<opentext> ohhh, and leave your God's little helper kit in storage 
<renewed> lol 
<at-peace> lol 
<labourer> :o) 
<diligently> :-) 
<opentext> any other questions? 
 

