Bible Study for 30 June 1999

<at-peace> Father we come before you this morning with an open heart and ears to hear and receive that which you have prepared for us this day to keep and sustain us. we thank you Father for this time of fellowship together with all of the praise, honor and glory in Christ Jesus our Lord 
 <opentext> Col 1:23-24 whereof I Paul am made a minister; Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: (KJV) 

<opentext> several things that we want to look at today. one, note that Paul says that he rejoices in his sufferings for them. however, many have the wrong idea of what sufferings are. many think that when they get sick or such, that God is testing them. WRONG!!!! God is not the author of evil. only good and perfect gifts come down from above. sicknesses and such happen, because we allow fear to enter. how many of us have tried to blame God when we have gotten sick, or someone close to us has gotten sick? 
<renewed> we did at one time, not any more 
<shama> yes, in the past 
<now-faith> not sure if we have or not. have not outright, but have with our actions 
<at-peace> we did before we knew the Lord 
<alimb> i have before, but  no longer do 
<diligently> we don't think we have 
<opentext> Jesus Christ paid the price for all sickness and disease. it is all a matter of we have developed the measure of faith enough to receive it for ourself. 
<his> not with awareness of doing it 
<opentext> however, this is not what we want to look at, but rather. 

<opentext> Col 1:24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church: (KJV) 

<opentext> Matt 5:11-12 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. (KJV) 

<opentext> as we grow in the wisdom and knowledge of God, those that are operating in the flesh, or the wrong spirit, want less and less to do with us. have any of you ever noticed that? 
<renewed><at-peace><shama><helpmate><diligently><mizpah><now-faith><alimb> yes 
<opentext> why is that? 
<his> starting to 
<truthseeke> yes 
<now-faith> because they are convicted by the Light of Christ that is shining forth and are uncomfortable 
<at-peace> they begin to feel convicted 
<shama> they are convicted by our example 
<renewed> because they either have to join us or they become convicted, and then try and justify themselves by leaving us 
<mizpah> the light shows the deeds of the darkness 
<opentext> then why, when we are persecuted for His names sake we often wonder what we did wrong? 
<diligently> we are not thinking Fathers thoughts 
<truthseeke> they are afraid 
<renewed> it is usually our flesh that feels that way, our spirit knows why 
<now-faith> old lower nature, wanting everyone to like us, wanting to be approved of men 
<opentext> revile means to chide or make fun of. persecute means to chase after 

<opentext> Matt 5:11-12 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. (KJV) 

<his> o/ 
<opentext> note, they did the same to the prophets of old, and many times we have wished that we could be like them in faith, UNTIL the reviling and persecution starts 
<opentext> yes graeme 
<his> as grow in Word, notice more and more that run into problems in world with people who don't know I am Christian. does this also come under this topic, the world (i.e. satan) hating us.? 
<opentext> we are in the world, but not of the world. the world welcomes it's own, and just as the prophets of old, as well as Jesus Christ were rejected, so it is yet today. we do not go out looking for trouble. we do that which Father asks of us, and in doing that, it will cause the people to act or speak against the message that we bring. that help graeme? 
<his> yes. thank you 

<opentext> Acts 5:41-42 And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ. (KJV) 

<opentext> after we have been persecuted, do w always want to continue in His name? 
<diligently> no it hurt 
<renewed> no, we used to want to go and hide 
 <diligently> hurts 
<at-peace> yes 
<now-faith> the flesh sure doesn't, only if we are confident of who we are in Christ and of His calling 
<diligently> but we do keep going on forward 
<truthseeke> my spirit always wants to 
<opentext> most often when we look at Paul's epistles we think within ourself. ohhh how nice that would be, to be used by God like that, but we seldom want to count the cost that it takes to be used by Father like that 

<opentext> 2 Cor 11:23-24 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. (KJV) 

<opentext> we get whipped with a tongue for a bit, and most are ready to quit. what would it be like to be beaten as Paul was, as well as Jesus Christ, to where He was no longer recognizable as a man? 

<opentext> 2 Cor 11:25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; (KJV) 

<diligently> that is so sad and horrible 
<opentext> most would get discouraged after one or two of the floggings, .but here Paul keeps on going. looking for one more that might want to hear 
<diligently> oh my PYF 

<opentext> 2 Cor 11:26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; (KJV) 

<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> if paul would of stopped were would we be today? 
<opentext> Father would have found another one or two that were willing 
<diligently> yes 
<opentext> did you notice all the things that Paul was in peril by? 
<helpmate><now-faith><mizpah><shama^><diligently><truthseeke><alimb><at-peace> yes 
<diligently> peril? 
<opentext> danger 

<opentext> 2 Cor 11:27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. (KJV) 

<diligently> ok 
<opentext> and what are the things that we complain about, when Father asks something so small from us? 
<diligently> we will complain about such not important things 
<opentext> do we do it willingly? quick to say Father, what an honor to be used by you? or are we to busy looking at what we think that He has others doing? 
<now-faith> we are learning to quickly say what an honor to be used by you in whatever way He wills 
<renewed> we forget at times who it is we are serving 

<opentext> Rom 5:3-4 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope: (KJV) 

<opentext> when the devil and his workers attack, do we whine and pout, or rejoice that we are doing something for the kingdom of God?? 
<renewed> we are learning to rejoice in that we are doing something for the kingdom of God, once we get our whining out of the way. we are getting better at catching that 
<alimb> whine and then question myself as to what i did wrong 
<now-faith> we are learning to rejoice and eliminate whining, pouting and complaining from our life 
<diligently> when we realize what is going on, we will rejoice for the kingdom of God 
<at-peace> umm. we still at times whine and pout. we are learning to rejoice 
<his> learning to rejoice although don't understand what's going on. 
<renewed> o/ 
<his> sometimes 
<at-peace> we recognize much more quickly now when we are being a whiner 
<opentext> Paul as a Pharisee, was welcome everyplace that he went. now as an ambassador of the kingdom of God, the total opposite was true, but how often do we hear that when we look at the Word? yes cheryl 
<renewed> we were wondering, do we whine because at first we don't recognize where the attack is coming from? 
<opentext> most often it is because we are telling God, did you see what they are doing to me? in the back of our minds, we still see the world as respecting and elevating the **religious** people, and wonder why the same is not happening for us 
<renewed> oh okay 
<opentext> for some reason, we think we should be welcome with open arms with the message that Father has given 
<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> yes michie 
<now-faith> we find that we get angry when others reject Father's truth and reject us and we resort to trying to prove ourself. is this the same thing as you are talking about? 
<opentext> it sure is. for some reason, we think that they should more readily accept us, then they did God's very own Son. 
<now-faith> that is true, and hadn't seen it like that before 
<ready2> let God be true and every man a liar 

<opentext> Rom 3:4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. (KJV) 

<opentext> if i am seeking justification from man, can i then be pleasing to Father? 
<renewed> nope, sure can't be 
<now-faith> not at all 
<helpmate> no 

<opentext> 2 Cor 7:4-5 Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my glorying of you: I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation. For, when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without were fightings, within were fears.

 (KJV) 
 

<diligently> no, not at all 
<opentext> Paul had the same things to overcome as you and i do, the difference is that Paul learned to rely on hearing Father's instructions. most try to reason or rationalize the situation. we will think, if i had done this, or did that, maybe this would not have happened. Paul on the other hand, saw immediately where the opposition was from, and rejoiced, knowing the enemy was mad, and he was on the right path 
<now-faith> wow, ouch! 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> where did paul get all his strength for Father? see now we don't think Father gives me that much strength. 
<opentext> i can do all things, through Christ who is my strength. 
<diligently> yes PYF  oh my 

<opentext> Eph 3:13-14 Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory. For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, (KJV) 

<diligently> we feel so very weak 
<opentext> when we are weakest, then are we strongest because we realize that we can not do it on our own, and then lean on God for the strength 
<diligently> yes. oh my. just seems so much harder 
<opentext> note here in Eph Paul says don't look at what the flesh goes through, look at the message and the deliverance or salvation it brings 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> why does he say his tribulations are for you, which is your glory? why would it be our glory? was it so that we might see the truth? 
<opentext> when you see that which Jesus Christ did just for you, what does it cause you to think about? 
<renewed> about what He was willing to give up to glorify Father 
<opentext> so then, when you also see what He would do, and the lengths He would go through, to give you the opportunity to hear this message, that the glory of the Lord would be your rear guard. does this not touch and reach your inner man if you are listening at all? 
<renewed> yes, it sure does 
<opentext> now can you hear what Paul is saying, since salvation is an individual work, as well as decision? 
<renewed> yes, we can thanks :-)) 
<opentext> you can only have His glory, if you are resting in Him 
<diligently> yes 
<opentext> any other questions from today? 
<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> yes michie 
<now-faith> we were noticing in 2cor 7:4-5, troubled on every side, without were fightings, within were fears and we were hearing that that could pertain to us. when we fear and are not confident of who we are in Christ or His calling for us, we fight whether it be with the brethren or with the ppl of this world and are troubled in every area of our lives, not at peace. Would that be an accurate thing to hear in that? 
<opentext> yes 
<now-faith> wow! thanks! 

 <opentext> John 15:18-20 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. (KJV) 

<opentext> if they did not listen to Him, why would they listen to you? 
<now-faith> they wouldn't no matter how we presented it 
<opentext> exactly 
<now-faith> that answers why ppl turn from us when we are walking in the Spirit and yet we still wonder why 
<opentext> Jesus Christ was the WORD of God, manifest in the flesh, always operating in FULL obedience to Father, and they did not hear Him, and yet we think? that we can do a better job of presenting Father's Word then Him??? 
<now-faith> ouch 
<diligently> wow 
<opentext> we are not the saviours. we are but, or supposed to be, humble messengers. any other questions? 
<truthseeke> o/ 
<opentext> yes leonard 
<truthseeke> is it then as simple as praising God rather than trying to be a god? 
<opentext> it is that simple. if we can keep our thinking out of the way 
<truthseeke> do our job not His 
 <opentext> exactly 
<truthseeke> my mind gets in the way 
<opentext> yes. our old way of thinking gets in the way much of the time. this is why, day by day, we need to renew the spirit of our mind. keeping our thoughts in line with His thoughts. remember, tomorrow is Q & A day 

