Bible Study for 24 June, 1999

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day to serve you, and grow in your knowledge. Father we thank you for the daily bread that we have need of through Christ Jesus our Lord 

<opentext> Col 1:18-19 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 
For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; (KJV) 

<opentext> we often times read the verses, but fail to keep fresh in our mind the people that they were addressing, as well as the problems these people were having. since it is not addressed to us personally, we always think it is for someone or anyone else besides us. He is the head of the body, yet how often is that we try to tell or dictate to Father that which we think should be going on? 
<diligently> yes we do at times :-( 
<renewed> umm, to often, especially when it is dealing with others 
<his> have done that 
<shama> sometimes we do, when we want things to go our way 
<mizpah> we do, too often 
<at-peace> at times we do, we are learning to keep out of His way and allow Him to do His perfect work 
<opentext> How often do we try to tell Him how we think the church should be built, as well as run? 
<shama> have done that! 
<renewed> there are times we think we have some good ideas for Him 
<diligently> we don't think we do that 

<opentext> Matt 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.(KJV) 

<his> o/ 
<opentext> yes graeme 
<his> might that include praying for someone's salvation, if we go about it the wrong way ? 
<opentext> it sure can, as we are not the Saviour. it is the 5 fold ministry, not the 6 fold. 
very often we try to tell God who it is we think should be saved, as well as the fact we think we are the only vessel He can use. note the verse, He will build His church, and when He does the building, it is then that the gates of hell shall not prevail. it is when we leave Him the head, and we stay the body, that things run as Father sees fit. does that help graeme? 
<his> yes thanks. so not a good area to get involved in unless absolutely sure ? 
<opentext> unless i KNOW Father has asked me to do it, or get involved, i stay out of it. a good way to look at it, if i keep my nose in the Bible pages, it will not get stuck in someone else's business, or where it does not belong. that help? 
<his> a great deal, thanks :-) 
<at-peace> o/ 
<opentext> yes charlene 
<at-peace> would that be the same then as far as prayer, only praying for those who Father has asked us to pray for? 
<opentext> that, as well as seeking Father's wisdom for the proper words when we pray, so we do not try to violate a persons free will, or those that have asked for prayer themselves 
<at-peace> okay, thanks 
<opentext> we have to pray according to His will. Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. 
<at-peace> not praying for someone because we think that they need prayer. only doing it as Father leads or if they ask 
<opentext> when we put ourself or others ahead of God, we are worshipping the creation, more than the Creator, and that is not a good place to get to 
<at-peace> ah, okay. nope 

<opentext> Col 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.(KJV) 

<opentext> the beginning of all creation, your beginning within the body, and can only be the finisher, if you allow Him to have His way, since He is the only way to Father. 

<opentext> John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (KJV) 

<opentext> other name brands will not get the job done in this instance, only the real Saviour 

<opentext> 1 Tim 2:5-6 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. (KJV) 

<opentext> it is very easy for one to get lazy in their fellowshipping with Father, and it is an area that we need to stay diligent in and with 

<opentext> Col 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.(KJV) 

<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> and isn't it true Father wants us to spend time with him night and day.? 
<opentext> the more we are able to keep our mind renewed with Him, the more we are able to stay on that strait and narrow path 

<opentext> 1Thes 5:17-21 Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. Quench not the Spirit. Despise not prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. (KJV) 

<diligently> we love those verses 
<opentext> the more we are able to stay in fellowship with Father, the less risk there is for straying from that strait and narrow path 
<diligently> yes 

<opentext> Acts 26:23 That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. (KJV) 

<opentext> we often times forget, that Jesus Christ was tempted in every manner as we are, and yet sinned not. He always heard and obeyed the will of Father 

<opentext> John 11:25-26 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? (KJV) 

<opentext> how often do we keep fresh in our heart and mind, the source of our light and life? 
<renewed> we try to keep that awareness with us all the time 
<shama> we are getting better at remembering that 
<diligently> we do forget, and then we also forget to ask Father to forgive me for forgetting. 
<his> am finding it difficult to keep hold of that awareness sometimes. especially out in the "world" 
<at-peace> if we keep our mind stayed on the Lord, then we will always have it fresh in our heart and mind, we are learning 
<opentext> we fail to remember, that this very problem happened with the people of Colossae, and we also know that for most, they did not heed the warning given through Paul. this is what happens when people get stubborn as well as rebellious 

<opentext> 1 Sam 15:23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also (KJV) 

<opentext> how often have we ever tried to barter with God. you do this for me, then i will do that which you are asking? 
<renewed> we have done that before 
<truthseek2> not knowingly ever 
<diligently> we have at times. 
<shama> yes we have done that when we have felt inadequate to do what He is asking of us 
<kenny> a few times then i like to remember 
<his> yes 
<opentext> many people still want God to prove His love for them, there is nothing left for God to prove, it is now up to us to believe His Word and live, or deny His Word and die, only two choices 

<opentext> Col 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things He might have the preeminence.(KJV) 

<opentext> def, for preeminence. 
4409 proteuo- 
to be first, to hold the first place 

<opentext> do we always hold Him to be in first place? 
<mizpah> we try to do that, but circumstances draw our focus sometimes 
<opentext> or, do we pick and choose that which we allow Him to be first in our life with? 
<truthseek2> not when giving in to worldly distractions 
<shama> at times we pick and choose the areas, until we hear His correction 
<his> as shama 
<opentext> which brings up another point. many times Father will use someone else to bring correction to us, and rather then checking it out with the Word. we will tell God that if He wants to bring correction to us. He has to tell us Himself. just as the people ignored Paul .when Father used Him to warn the churches 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> that doesn't mean that everyone who tries to bring us correction, is hearing from Father though does it, shouldn't we be taking the correction to Father and asking Him if it is for us? 
<opentext> yes. that is why i said making sure that it lines up with the Word. the devil is going to try to get in there any and every opportunity that He can 
<renewed> ah okay 
<opentext> that is an absolute prerequisite for me. to always check things out with the Word. Father never gets mad at anyone for being to picky with His Word 
<renewed> :-)) 
<diligently> :-) 
<opentext> we have to remember, that the devil used scripture to try to tempt Jesus Christ, but used it out of context. this is why we need to know the truth, so the truth can keep us free 
<renewed> right 
<opentext> His Word is truth. 
<truthseek2> o/ 
<opentext> yes leonard 
<truthseek2> what is the meaning of 'despise not prophesying? 
<opentext> prophesying is in regards to those that are speaking under God's inspiration. many times we will not like the person, so we will despise that which Father may be saying through that person 
<truthseek2> thanks. have been confused by theatrics 
<opentext> understandable. many actors out there today 

<opentext> Col 1:18-19 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; (KJV) 

<opentext> so if it pleased Father, that in Christ Jesus should all fulness dwell, and Christ lives within you, what are you lacking? 
<shama><helpmate> not a thing 
<renewed> nothing, we are complete in Him 
<mizpah><diligently><at-peace><kenny> nothing 
<his> nothing whatsoever 
<opentext> so then, it is a matter of this day, today, hearing Father's instructions in and through His Word, to see how w can allow this to operate and be manifest in our life. Will you allow Father to have His way this day? 


<his><truthseek2><shama><at-peace><helpmate><diligently> yes 
<opentext> any questions from today? 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> we were being shown the analogy of a chicken with it's head cut off, how it runs around and does strange things, and Father was showing us, that is how we are every time we do not allow Christ to be our head, and that is how the so called churches of today are. running around and doing strange things as they are not allow Christ to be the head 
<opentext> lol. very true sis. and those that are partakers of that, have removed Christ as their head, as a house divided cannot stand 

<opentext> Amos 8:11-13 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it. In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst. (KJV) 

<renewed> interesting that when that happens we usually run around and become involved in things that we should not have anything to do with, and for all practical purposes we have lost our Head 
<opentext> yes. as Amos says there, they go from one dead pool of water to another, since they no longer know what living waters are, and they have no set direction or purpose in life, since Christ is no longer the head 
<renewed> right! 
<opentext> it is never about pleasing people. it is always about pleasing Father. can recall years ago, Father told me that if man is speaking highly of me, i have strayed from Him

