Bible Study for 23 June, 1999

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, for our daily bread and this opportunity to fellowship with you in and through Christ Jesus our Lord 

<opentext> Col 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: (KJV) 

<opentext> Col:1:15 Christ is the visible representation of the invisible God, the Firstborn and Lord of all creation. (weymouth) 
<opentext> God is invisible to the physical eye, but what about to our spirit being? 
<renewed> He is very visible if we choose to seek Him out 
<shama><mizpah> He is visible to our spirit 

<opentext> Eph 1:18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened;(KJV) 
<opentext> How many of you have seen God? and if not, why not? 
<diligently> ? we see him in the things around me 
<shama> have seen Him, thru His Word 
<mizpah> we see God every time we can boldly go before the throne of God. 
<renewed> we see God in through the Spirit, because He is Spirit, but not in the physical 
<at-peace> we have in everything that He created on this earth through our spiritman, His Word going forth every moment if we pay attention 
<opentext> very good point Judy, learning to see God in all that is around us, training our spiritual eyes to see. the eyes of our understanding 
<opentext> Prov 3:6-7 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. (KJV) 

<opentext> How many of you have heard God? 
<renewed><diligently><helpmate><at-peace><mizpah> we have 
<shama> yes we have 
<his><truthseek2> yes 
 <opentext> so, if you have trained your hearing to hear Him, why not your eyes to see Him? 
<renewed> we sometimes let the physical eyes get in the way of our eyes of understanding 
<his> just starting to 
<opentext> is it God then that limits us, or do we limit ourself? 
<shama> we do 
<his> we do 
<diligently> we limit ourselves 
<renewed> we limit ourself 
<mizpah> we limit ourselves, God never limits us 
<at-peace> had never thought about training my eyes, we know that we have seen a lot with my eyes that Father has enlightened 
<now-faith> we limit ourself and we limit God 
<opentext> if we can hear God from His written Word, then we should also be able to see Him from the written Word. 

<opentext> Col 1:15-16 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: (KJV) 

<diligently> yes we do ,we see him in love a lot 
<opentext> another thing to consider, is that in all we see, we see the evidence of things not seen, we see the manifestation of His Word 

<opentext> Heb 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. (KJV) 

<opentext> Heb 11:3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear. (KJV) 

<opentext> people see all kinds of other spirits, but few take the time to develop that which God has made available for them 

<opentext> John 8:19 Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also. (KJV) 

<opentext> John 14:7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. (KJV) 

<opentext> so as we can see, we need to recognize all that Father has made available to us, and start to learn to utilize that which has been made available 

<opentext> Col 1:17-18 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. (KJV) 

<opentext> John 1:1-2 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. (KJV) 

<opentext> Rev 1:17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: (KJV) 

<opentext> seeing and recognizing who Christ is, and then acknowledging Him in all of our ways. learning to see Him in all that is around us, how He is the very essence of life itself, because of how we have been trained in the past, is why we have such a difficult time operating in the Spirit realm of God. 

<opentext> Col 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: (KJV) 

<opentext> yet, how often do we try to be the head? 
<renewed> ummmmm, every time we want "our" way 
<shama> when we get our ideas and wants in the way 
<mizpah> every time we forget it is we, not i 
<diligently> yes. when we forget we are we, not I 
<opentext> How often is it that we try to tell Father how we think things should be? 
<diligently> very often :-( 
<mizpah> too often 
<shama> too often 
<renewed> :-X 
<diligently> well not all the time 
<truthseek2> painfully often 
<his> don't want to but carnal mind has other ideas 
<at-peace> :-x 
<opentext> get it your way at that hamburger joint. when before the throne, seek Father's way for your life. 
<diligently> yes PYF. at the hamburger joint 

<opentext> John 14:6-7 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. (KJV) 

<opentext> He is the way through the Word which is the very essence of life itself, and in this we see God, and all that He has made available to us 

<opentext> Col 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: (KJV) 

<opentext> so if we are a part of the body of Christ, shouldn't we be able to see and understand that which the head does? 
<renewed> yes, we sure should 
<shama><diligently><helpmate><his><mizpah> yes 
<at-peace> yes, we have an unction of the Holy One and we know all things 
<opentext> so as we will see later in this book, Paul was addressing the fact that these people were seeing all these other things and spirits, and yet they were not able to see and comprehend God Himself. how many of us have seen the spirit of fear in the past, and reacted to it?? 
<renewed> we sure have 
<shama> yes i have 
<diligently> yes, we have 
<kenny> i have 
<helpmate><at-peace> we have 
<his><truthseek2> yes 
<opentext> so then you too saw into the spirit realm, and reacted to that which you saw and heard, but did not fully understand which plane you were operating in, even though the end result was in the flesh 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> we do have a choice larry. we do not have to react to it? sometimes it feels like we just react to it, then we realize we had a choice. 
<opentext> correct. since God has not given us the spirit of fear, but rather Christ the power of God, and of His love, which produces the sound mind when we remember the first two, and keep our mind renewed in and on them 
<diligently> yes 
<opentext> we often times forget, that faith comes by hearing God's Word, and fear comes from hearing the word of the devil. in either case, they have to be operated in and on, as well as believed. it all comes down to who it is we believe and give more credence to 
<diligently> oh my. yes 

<opentext> Col 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; (KJV) 

<opentext> in Christ, is life itself, and through Him we have been raised from the dead. we are new creations in Him 

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:16-17 Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. (KJV) 

<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> it is through the very gift of God, the measure of Christ, that we have this new life, and the devil comes to steal, kill and destroy any hope we may have in it. yes judy 
<diligently> it seems like the more old things that are passed away in me, and the closer we get to Father the weaker we become, and that does not feel good all the time. makes me feel like there is something wrong with me. 
<opentext> yes. the more we allow the flesh to die, the more the presence of Christ is manifest within us, and the closer our relationship to Father grows. this is why we need to learn to operate within His strength, and not our own 
<diligently> yes 
<opentext> as Paul said, when i am weakest, then was he strongest, because then the power of Christ was able to be manifest in his life 
<diligently> oh this is so awesome. 
<opentext> getting out of the way: letting go, and allowing God to move and work in our life 
<diligently> and Fathers ways are not ours, than it is ok if it feel so very different? 
<opentext> yes, the flesh will fight against, but the Spirit of God within you will be saying. go judy, go 
<diligently> ok lol PYF 
<opentext> that help judy 
<diligently> yes, thank you 

<opentext> Col 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. (KJV) 

<opentext> that in all things, He would have first place within our life, but do we always allow Him to be first, or does He sometimes slip to 2nd or 3rd? 
<shama> :-( no we don't always give Him first place 
<helpmate> we try to always keep Him first 
<diligently> we want Father to be first, we will start having Him to be first 
<truthseek2> I'm either doing His will or i'm not 
<renewed> we are learning about the "in all things" 
<at-peace> we are learning to keep Him in first place at all times 
<his> learning this 
<opentext> what we have to keep fresh within our heart and mind, that if it is not of faith, then it is not of Father's realm 

<opentext> Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: (KJV) 

<opentext> Rom 14:23 for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.(KJV) 

<opentext> This day, today, let faith be the operating point and focus of your life. any questions 
<diligently> o/ 
<helpmate> yes judy 
<diligently> so if we let a hair of fear slip in to our minds we are sinning, and we need to get it out fast? 
<opentext> that thread may enter in, the key is do we allow it to stay. we should immediately douse it with the living waters from the shield of faith, and put the creep on the run 
<diligently> yes. ok so it is not sin, unless we entertain it 
<helpmate> correct 
<diligently> thank you 
<opentext> we have to remember that Jesus Christ was tempted in every manner as we are, and yet sinned not, because He never acted on any of those thoughts, but extinguished them with the Word 
<diligently> yes 
<truthseek2> o/ 
<opentext> yes leonard 
<truthseek2> is it as simple as acting in faith rather than on fear? 
<opentext> that simple 
<truthseek2> thanks. not necessarily easy 
<opentext> lol. no. our old nature has other ideas, and that is why we stay in the strength of God, Christ. 
<truthseek2> :o) 
<diligently> :-) 
<opentext> that is why we need to remember, that old things are past away, dead and buried, and only the devil will try to take us into the boneyard 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> we are trying to remain conscious of our spirit man throughout the day, and at times we are somewhat dismayed at what happens. is it a matter of out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks, and just quickly asking for forgiveness and keeping our heart renewed with the Word? 
<opentext> as fast as we make the mistake, seek Father's forgiveness through Christ, and move on. that simple 
<renewed> ok 
<opentext> the devil would like us to think it is more complicated, so we will doubt 

<opentext> Isa 43:25 I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. (KJV) 

<opentext> Isa 1:18-19 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: (KJV) 

<renewed> which brings me to my next question. trying to justify ourself. we are trying not to do that, and again are somewhat amazed at how often we do, even in the little things instead of admitting the mistake and letting it go at that. not sure why we do that 
<opentext> pride, the same area that got the devil tossed out on his ear. 
<diligently> oh my sis 
<renewed> oooh 
<opentext> the old nature never likes to admit that it is wrong 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> right now Father just told me. He gets rid of the old flesh, and then he fills it up with new, like now as we are learning. is this correct? if Father takes away. He has to fill back up, doesn't He? 
<opentext> out with the old wine, and in with the new. His Spirit is the new wine 
<diligently> oh, we see 
<shama> o/ 
<opentext> yes steph 
<shama> when we do not let go of something and don't get out of His way to let Him move, is this then the same as putting that before Father, so giving Him second place? 
<opentext> yes 
<shama> thanks 
<opentext> eating at that burger joint 
<diligently> :-) 

