Bible Study for 27 May, 1999

<opentext> Father, we thank you for our daily bread in Christ Jesus name. 

<opentext> Today's study may seem a bit of a repeat from yesterday, but it is essential that we hear and understand a few of these things 

<opentext> Col 1:1, Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother, (KJV) 
<opentext> Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by revelation. 

<opentext> Gal 1:11-12, But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.(KJV) 

<opentext> Prov 29:18, Where there is no vision, the people perish: (KJV) 

<opentext> Definition for vision; 
2377 chazown (khaw-zone'); a sight (mentally), i.e. a dream, **revelation**, or oracle: 

<opentext> How often do we stop to consider, that Christ has to be revealed to us, to have an understanding of the mystery? 
<shama> now we do, but never used to. 
<mizpah> i've thought about that whenever i think about the mystery now 
<diligently> not very often 
<renewed> never thought about it that way before, but yes He does! 
<opentext> the only difference between Paul and you, is the messenger that God used to deliver it. 

<opentext> Definition of revelation; 
to uncover, to lay open what has been **veiled or covered up**, to disclose, to make bare, to make known, to make manifest, to disclose what before was unknown. 

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:14, But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; **which vail is done away in Christ**. (KJV) 
<opentext> How has your understanding of the word changed, since you have started to understand who Christ Jesus is? 
<mizpah> nothing is the same as before 
<helpmate> has opened it up a lot more 
<shama> the eyes of my understanding have been enlightened heaps 
<diligently> we see Father word in a totally different light, now 
<at-peace> it has changed a lot, we see things and understand things much more clearly 
<opentext> What do you think happened to Paul's world, as Father opened this to him? 
<diligently> same thing happened to paul. 
<mizpah> his life changed, and it challenged everything he knew, or thought he knew 
<shama> it would've changed dramatically 
<at-peace> it began to crumble 
<renewed> it would have become very uncomfortable for awhile as it began to fall apart. all that he had been taught 
<opentext> Once Paul had this revelation, what was that which Father asked of him? 
<renewed> to let go of all he thought he knew and to learn what Father was teaching him 
<diligently> to do things Father way and not Paul’s way any more 
<shama> to listen to Him, and be ready to give an answer to those that asked of the hope within him 
<helpmate> to let the Holy Spirit be his guide 
<opentext> all good answers 

<opentext> Eph 3:9, And to make **all men see** what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: (KJV) 

<opentext> However, what was the reaction of most, when they did see, however much it was? 
<mizpah> they said it was too hard for them to understand and rejected it 
<at-peace> at paul's first answer no man stood with him, all men forsook him 
<renewed> it was too difficult to go against the grain, of what other people were following 
<shama> they didn’t want to hear the truth that he spoke 

<opentext> Matt 10:27-28, What I tell you in darkness, **that speak ye in light**: and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops. And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. (KJV) 

<opentext> What the Lord told the disciples in the darkness of the old covenant, was revealed to them by the Holy Spirit, after the day of Pentecost. Just as the Holy Spirit is our teacher and our guide, even though Father may use a messenger to point us to the truth. 

<opentext> Rom 16:25-26, Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the **revelation of the mystery**, which was kept secret since the world began, But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: (KJV) 

<opentext> We do not always realize how privileged that we are, to see and know that which we do. Do we often think of how the prophets of old, long to see and understand, that which Father has been making plain to us? 
<renewed> yes we have thought of that 
<shama> wow 
<mizpah> i don't really think about that privilege in relation to the o.t. prophets 
<diligently> we are very grateful 
<opentext> They died for the truth, having much less understanding than that which we do. Just as John the Baptist had his disciples go to Jesus one last time while he was in prison, to make sure this was indeed the Messiah that he was dying for. 

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:16-18, At my **first answer** no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, (KJV) 

<opentext> How discouraged do we get, when no one wants to listen to that which Father has shown us? 
<mizpah> pretty disappointed 
<shama> very 
<renewed> we used to get very discouraged but now we are starting to wait for them to ask the hope that is within us, instead of telling someone of it 
<diligently> yes, we do get disappointed 
<opentext> We at least have a few others around us, Paul says, no man stood with him. that would get mighty lonely, wouldn't it? 
<shama> yes 
<diligently> oh yes it would. oh my 
<mizpah> sure would 
<diligently> that is how it seems some times 
<at-peace> to the flesh yes it would. was thinking of the confidence and trust he would have had in that which Father had revealed to him 
<helpmate> we are never alone though. with Father, Christ and the Holy Spirit and us, makes at least 4 
<diligently> :-) 
<opentext> Paul says no man. we are able to run to the channel for fellowship and support. Where did Paul have to go? 
<renewed> he would always be going to Father 
<at-peace> only to Father 
<diligently> Father 
<mizpah> to Father 
<opentext> You have Father, why then do you have so much trouble standing? 
<mizpah> we reject or don't utilize the abundant Source we have 
<diligently> we do not know why we have such a hard time standing some times. 
<shama> cuz we are not always walking in the Spirit 
<renewed> perhaps we are used to go to man first, instead of Father 

<opentext> Luke 6:26, Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets. (KJV) 

<opentext> We often want man's approval before God's, yet we see plainly what Father thinks of man's approval. 

<opentext> Luke 21:17, And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake. (KJV) 

<opentext> so what kind of gathering can we expect? Maybe about the same as Noah? 
<mizpah> Yes. 
<opentext> Maybe we are beginning to see the importance, of listening and looking for that **one more**? 
<diligently> yes 
<shama> yeah 
<diligently> :-) yes 

<opentext> Eph 6:19-20, And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, **to make known the mystery of the gospel**, For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. (KJV) 

<opentext> How much confidence does it take in Father, to open our mouth boldly? 
<renewed> total confidence in sharing that which Father is asking of us 
<at-peace> complete confidence and trust in that which Father asks of us 
<helpmate> a lot. beyond the shadow of a doubt 
<shama> heaps 
<diligently> total confidence in Father 
<mizpah> it takes total confidence in Father through Christ Jesus 

<helpmate> Phil 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: (KJV) 
<opentext> Col 1:1, Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother, (KJV) 

<opentext> How much confidence did it take for Paul to write or scribe, Paul, an apostle?? 
<helpmate> he knew who he was 
<mizpah> he had to know in his heart, beyond any shadow of doubt 
<diligently> he just did it. 
<renewed> he would have to have complete trust that he was hearing Father correctly and the calling he was being asked to perform 
<at-peace> the confidence he had in knowing who he was in Christ 
<shama> he sure was confident in Father's calling 
<diligently> wow, that is the confidence we want to have. 
<opentext> Most want to be used by God, but few realize or understand, that the more we are used by God, the more of a servant we are to become. Once Christ has been revealed to us, then what do we do with it? 
<renewed> we are studying to learn all of what that entails and at the same time putting into practice those things we are being shown 
<mizpah> study, study, study to be ready to give an answer to everyone that asks of the hope within us 
<at-peace> we are to be ready to give an answer for every man that asks of the hope that is within us, by continuing daily in the Word and allowing it to become a part of our heart and life that someone would ask 
<diligently> yes, all of that :-) 
<opentext> Is it enough to just talk about the Word?? 
<renewed> no 
<helpmate> no 
<at-peace> no, it has to become real and alive in our heart 
<diligently> we have to live it 
<mizpah> nope, it has to be real and a working in our own life 
<shama> no we have to be an example of the believer in all that we do, living it daily. 
<renewed> we need to be an open epistle, to live the Word, allowing it to be real and alive in our own life 


<diligently> and has to be in our hearts 
<opentext> Ahhh. so then we have to live the Word, so that we will set the proper example for others to follow then? 
<helpmate> yes <at-peace> yes <shama> yes <renewed> yes <mizpah> yes<diligently> yes 
<opentext> How often do we do that??? Only when things are going as we like?? 
<diligently> no, usually nothing goes as we like. 
<renewed> we are trying to live that each moment of the day, now faith, living this moment for Father 
<mizpah> everyday we should, but sometimes we fall short 
<shama> the one minute that we are not being the example is not often enough 
<opentext> As we serve Father through Jesus Christ, we find that little goes the way that we like, since our old ways were contrary to His ways, and so now we need to learn to live according to the Word, and God's way of doing things. 

<opentext> Luke 6:26, Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so 
did their fathers to the false prophets. (KJV) 

<opentext> Many times, we want people to like us and such. Yet, when we hear what the Word has to say, we need to understand that serving God is not a popularity contest. 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes Judy 
<diligently> it seems like when we do wrong. then every one likes to tell me about that, kind of like people at work ,and every place .are watching me. why is that? 
<opentext> Judy, because you have now become a threat to their way of life. So in order to quit being convicted themselves, they need to try to pull you down to their level. 
<diligently> ok, we see. thank you 
<opentext> any other questions from today?? 
<opentext> wow. easy group today. hehe, or you have a lot to chew on already. 
<shama> yeah heaps :-) 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> why then do we let our physical circumstances affect us so much, seems like at times it doesn't seem to take an hole lot before we can lose our peace? 
<renewed> whole even 
<diligently> yes so fast 
<renewed> but maybe hole is more appropriate :-)) 
<opentext> learning to walk in the Spirit at all times, not just when things **feel**right. It all comes with growth. 
<renewed> ok 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> so, the more we do it, the better we will be at it. Maybe that is how Father teaches us. well me any ways? 
<diligently> we are better then we used to be already we don’t get sick over things any more. 
<opentext> Training a child, us a child of God, in the way that they should go, so as they mature in the Word, they will not depart the path of righteousness. 
<diligently> yes, so we are in training now. 
<opentext> Is it always easy on the flesh, NO, and that is why we will be in training till the day we leave!! 
<diligently> ok yes, PYF, thank you 
<opentext> any other questions? 
 

