Bible Study for 26 May, 1999
<at-peace> Father we come before you with thanksgiving in our hearts ready and prepared with open ears to hear that which you have prepared for us this day, that will keep us and sustain us. we thank you Father for this time of fellowship that you have given us this day, with all of the praise, honor, and glory unto to Father through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Col 1:1-2, Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother, To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV) 
<opentext> Paul calls himself an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God. An apostle is a ambassador in the kingdom of Christ, immediately called by Christ. 
<opentext> Gal 1:11-12, But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. (KJV) 

<opentext> How many of us can say that all that we have heard and believed, is that which we have heard from Father, and not from man and his doctrines? 
<mizpah> not me <shama> not me <diligently> not me 
<opentext> What are we doing about it, to make sure that all that we believe and act upon, is according to God's Word and His will, and not that which man has dictated to us? 
<diligently> we ask Father 
<helpmate> return to the Word and see if it lines up with what Father says 
<renewed> we are studying the Word and listening with open hearts to Father 
<mizpah> i'm studying the Word and lining up what i've heard with the Word of God, now. getting rid of some roots while i'm at it 
<shama> checking all that we hear with God's word, rightly dividing the Word of truth 
<at-peace> studying and knowing within our hearts the Word of God, and learning to always ask Father if something does not sit right within my spiritman 
<opentext> Why was Paul having to assert who he was, and who He was called by, in writing this letter to the people at Colossae? 
<renewed> we are sure there were those who were challenging him, and his understanding of what Father had been teaching him 
<diligently> so everyone would believe him 
<shama> so that they didn’t think he was a false teacher 
<mizpah> to separate where he got his information from where they were hearing other people's information from 
<opentext> As an apostle, it was his commission to make all men see what it was that had been hid by God within the Word. No different of a task than that which had been given by the prophets of the old testament, which we see lastly with Simeon in the temple, and John the Baptist declaring when he beheld the Lamb of God. Have you ever wondered who appointed John the Baptist? 
<diligently> no 
<renewed> no, we know it was Father, before John the Baptist was ever born. 
<now-faith> God declared John the Baptist at the time of conception, didn't He? 
<at-peace> Father did 
<opentext> Yet, was he accepted by those of the temple? 
<diligently> we just knew Father did 
<renewed> no, he was thought to be somewhat crazy 
<mizpah> no <now-faith> no <at-peace> no <diligently> no 
<opentext> So then, even though Paul shared with the people that he was called of God, did this necessarily mean that most were going to believe him? 
<renewed> no it sure didn't <mizpah> no, it didn't 
<at-peace> nope <shama> no <diligently> no <now-faith> not at all 

<opentext> Eph 3:9-11, And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: (KJV) 

<opentext> Because Paul was not one of those originally appointed. It was of consequence for him therefore, to affirm that he had not taken this high office to himself, but that he had been called to it by the authority of Jesus Christ, and by the will of God. In today's world, few people think that God still talks with His people, yet we forget that faith comes by hearing. [An apostle] One sent to execute a commission. It is applied because the apostles were sent out by Jesus Christ to preach his gospel, and to establish his church. 

<opentext> Definition for apostle: 652 apostolos- a delegate, a messenger, one sent forth with orders a) specifically applied to the twelve apostles of Christ b) in a broader sense, applied to other eminent Christian teachers. 
<opentext> How often do we think of any other apostles after Paul? 
<now-faith> we didn't used to think that there was need of after paul 
<mizpah> same here 
<shama> we didn’t used to 
<diligently> there was many. there is today 
<renewed> we have seen a few who have called themselves apostles. 

<opentext> Acts 14:14, Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, crying out, (KJV) 

<opentext> Rom 16:7, Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my fellowprisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me. (KJV) 

<opentext> Yet, if we look at, and hear the Word of God, we will start to see things that we have overlooked. how many of you had in the past noticed these 3 other apostles listed? 
<shama> not me 
<renewed> we had <diligently> we did <mizpah> we did 
helpmate> Barnabas yes. the other two, no 
<at-peace> Barnabas yes, the others no 
<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> yes michie 
<now-faith> was Barnabas the one that was chosen by the other disciples? 
<opentext> no, that was Matthias 
<now-faith> ok, and also it says were of note among the apostles. that means they were apostles too? (Andronicus and Junia) 
<opentext> also, if one studies the book of Acts, they will find that Barnabas, started as a prophet, and then was elevated to the role of an apostle 
<opentext> yes. that help michie? 
<now-faith> ok, will have to do that because we never saw that as such before 
<opentext> What most fail to see and hear within these few words, is that God is the one that gives the apostles and prophets. They are appointed by God to do His will, and not to do the will of man. 

<opentext> Eph 4:10-13, He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: (KJV) 

<opentext> Also from above, we see that others were appointed to the office of apostles, and it did not end at Paul as many think or have been taught. But as with so many other things that have been taught wrong, few ever go to the Word of God, to see if what has been taught is correct. We have the tendency to always take man's word ahead of that of God. 
<opentext> Also of note in the above scriptures. it refers to the body of Christ, not any building, not any denomination or sect. 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> we were always taught that if you didn't have the five-fold ministry in place in a body, you didn't have an effective working body 
<opentext> What functions did Jesus Christ fulfill in His calling? 
<renewed> all of them 
<opentext> And those who He appoints, what limitations are set on them? 
<renewed> none 
<opentext> Man wants to put his limitations on things, so he is able to keep control of the people, as well as keep them in bondage, no different then the scribes and Pharisees that Jesus Christ had to deal with. Many sometimes forget whose Church this is, and who it is that builds it. 

<opentext> Matt 16:18 and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.(KJV) 

<opentext> does that help cheryl? 
<renewed> yes it does thanks :-) 
<opentext> It is of interest to note, that sometimes Paul referred to Timothy as his son, and yet other times as this as his brother. In most instances within the Church, few people consider the brethren to be their brothers and sisters. They forget that which the Lord Jesus Christ taught, and thus have placed their value on earthly things, rather then relating to their heavenly family, and so then short change themselves. Why you may ask: because only the family of God is going to be concerned for their spiritual condition. 

<opentext> Matt 12:47-50, Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with thee. But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren? And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother. (KJV) 

<opentext> It is only those that have a sincere relationship with God, that are always going to be pointing the way to Father through Jesus Christ. So then we always have to be comparing the spiritual things accordingly. How often is it, that we always compare the spiritual things, to spiritual things, or do we try to interchange with the physical? 
<renewed> we get ourselves caught in that trap from time to time 
<mizpah> still working on not interchanging spiritual and physical 
<shama> could you please explain that larry? 
<at-peace> at times still do that, we are learning each day always compare the spiritual with spiritual 
<now-faith> our old thinking and lower nature does try to creep up if we are not renewing our minds in the things of God 
<opentext> steph, what that means is that we sometimes try to relate our spiritual relationship with God, to things that are physical, such as the earthly family or such. 


<shama> ok thanks 

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:12-14, Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. (KJV) 

<opentext> When we look to man's wisdom for answers, we will always come up on the short end of the stick, so to speak. Also, when we react in the flesh, or the natural man, God's answer's will seem frivolous, and of little or no importance. 

<opentext> Col 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother, (KJV) 

<opentext> So when we look at this opening statement by Paul, do we hear all that is there, or do we quickly go by it, and hurry to what we think will be deeper truths? 
<mizpah> we usually read over the opening of the books, but, will slow down now 
<now-faith> we noticed the great importance of why Paul stated *by the will of God* 
<diligently> we need to hear all that there is for us to hear. 
<opentext> Unless we can see and hear, as well as understand Paul's confidence, what hope will there be for us? 
<now-faith> we noticed where he said servant of Jesus Christ and where he said apostle of Jesus Christ, and asked Father why he used differently according to each epistle 
<helpmate> there won't be any 
<shama> none 
<opentext> michie, and what did you hear? 
<now-faith> we need to recognize what and where that confidence comes from so that we may also recognize our rights and authority in Jesus Christ. 
well, lol, we are still working on it, but Father was showing us that he was meeting the needs of the people for where they were at. Each epistle being uniquely different as each individual is, and it was what they needed to hear whether it was because they had been operating in the flesh or doubting the authority or they were continuing in the faith. 
<diligently> o/ 
<opentext> yes judy 
<diligently> for some reason, we feel all the prophets, apostles, evangelist pastors are to be brothers, not sisters. is this right or wrong? we never see sisters being those in the Bible? 
<opentext> all of the apostles i see as being men, however 

<opentext> Luke 2:36 And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years from her virginity, (KJV) 

<diligently> does it make any difference? and Father must of had a reason for this. 
<opentext> Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever, so if He used a woman as a prophetess in the OT, then He could also in the NT However, Father has still always kept an order within His body, and that is also what we must also go by. does that help Judy? 
<diligently> oh yes, thank you 
<opentext> any other questions from today? 
<now-faith> o/ 
<opentext> yes michie 
<now-faith> we look at the order that Father set in place much like the very beginning with Adam and Eve. Eve never wondered why she was made of Adam's rib instead of the earth or questioned why she was a helpmete for him. Wouldn't that be the same today for woman, to be the helpmete in the kingdom of God? 
<opentext> yes, and recognizing the order that Father placed. It is when one listens to the devil, that they question how and why Father did things, and His order. 
<now-faith> ok 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> was thinking about those here who claim to be apostles, and can see why they do, and it is not based on anything scripturally, but am wondering. if you proclaim to be something, you will be judged according to that? 
<opentext> oh yes, with however a man sows, thus shall he also reap; be not deceived, God is not mocked. 
<renewed> ok thanks 
<opentext> if they lead one little one astray. millstone salesman time 
<shama> o/ 
<opentext> yes steph 
<shama> at what point in Paul's life was he called to be an apostle? 

<opentext> Gal 1:15-16 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: (KJV) 

<opentext> when Paul answered Father's call, and obeyed what Father asked, he received his commission 
<shama> oh ok 
<opentext> so when he closed his mouth, and went of to Arabia and Damascus, is when he had heard and obeyed 
<shama> and God had that planned before Paul was even born? 
<opentext> God sees the results, but does not control them 
<labourer> foreknowledge 
<opentext> yes mike 
<labourer> :o) 
<opentext> that help steph 
<shama> yes thanks 
<opentext> any more questions? 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> so then it is the same for all of us, God sees the results, and it is up to us to hear? 
<opentext> God knows the choices we will make, but cannot, nor will not influence them. We forget that God sees the end from the beginning, how else could He have had John write Revelation? 
<renewed> ok 
<opentext> hope that was clear enough, without getting into a deeper dissertation. 
<renewed> yes thanks 
<opentext> any other questions? 

