Bible Study for 24 May, 1999

<renewed> Father, we come before you with joy in our hearts for all that you have done and are doing for us. We ask today as we have open hearts and ears to receive that bread of life you have for each one of us this day, that we may take it with us and that it would be meat to our hearts and minds, and we give you all the praise honor and glory through your Son and our savior Jesus Christ. 
<opentext> Col 1:1-2 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus our brother, To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (KJV) 

<opentext> For the next couple of months, we are going to be studying the book of Colossians. In doing so, for the next few days, i want to take the time to establish a bit of the ground work, so that we may understand a bit more about the people, and what they were up against. So often we read these epistles, but we only think of it as for the people back then, and the things that were peculiar to them alone. What we often forget, is that the Word is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and is every bit as pertinent for us today, as it was then. 
Colosse was a considerable city of Phrygia, and probably not far from Laodicea and Hierapolis; we find these mentioned together, 4:13. It is now buried in ruins, and the memory of it chiefly preserved in this epistle. The design of the epistle is to warn them of the danger of the Jewish zealots, who pressed the necessity of observing the ceremonial law; in context, we find it no different from today, with those who try to force us to live under the law, rather then grace. And to fortify them against the mixture of the Gentile philosophy with their Christian principles. In so many of the things we see today, in that which is called the church, we see many things taken from many different things, to set up the guidelines of all of the different denominations. What we fail to see and hear, is the unity in and of the body of Christ. We fail to see and hear, the "One Lord, one faith. Why is this?? 
<renewed> because we have chosen/been taught to follow after man and not search out the Word for ourselves 
<shama> people are following man's ideas and doctrines, rather than God's truth 
<diligently> they want to do every thing mans way 
<opentext> Ahhh, so then we have become imitators of man, rather then as of Christ. But then why do we do this, rather then allowing the Word to be our example? 
<diligently> it is easier. not as much work 
<shama> because people twist the Word to suit their wants 
<helpmate> they do not know who Christ is 
<renewed> because we are lazy and want to be spoon fed 
<ready2> looking for an easier path 
<opentext> very good answers. We all know, or should know, that much study is a weariness to the flesh, as well as people do twist the Word to meet their own ends. To understand the mystery, one will have to dig into the Word for themselves, which will not be an easy path to follow, for we know the way into Father's kingdom is strait and narrow, and few there are that search long enough to find it. We also find, that Paul professes a great satisfaction in their steadfastness and constancy, and encourages them to perseverance. How often are we an encouragement, or a hindrance to one another? 
<renewed> we pray that we can be more of an encouragement, and ask Father to show us ways to encourage our brothers and sisters 
<diligently> we want to always be an encouragement all the time 
<mizpah> we are always one or the other to each other 
<helpmate> we should be an encouragement every day 
<at-peace> each day 
<ready2> we need to be exhorting one another daily 
<opentext> How do we get ourselves to be a encouragement, more than a hindrance? 
<shama> we could easily be an obstacle to others if we are not a living example of the believer 
<mizpah> by only speaking that which Father would have us speak 
<diligently> the Word the Word the Word. 
<renewed> by knowing who we are in Christ, then we are able to exhort and encourage others 
<at-peace> by keeping ourselves first in line with the Word, and then listening to Father for what He would have us do or speak 
<ready2> by taking the time to realize the new creation we are 
<shama> continue in the Word daily and do as Father asks of us 
<buzzzbait> by seeking the Father's guidance in all things 
<opentext> all very good answers. and things that we need to apply to our lives daily. The letter to the Colossians, was written about the same time with the epistles to the Ephesians and Philippians, A.D. 62 or thereabouts, (a year or two before it was destroyed by an earthquake), and in the same place, while he was now a prisoner at Rome. He was not idle in his confinement, and the Word of God was not bound. How often is it, that we allow the circumstances to control us? 
<renewed> still to much of the time, more than we would desire them to 
<diligently> oh my. too often, but not as much at all any more. 
<shama> too often 
<at-peace> not as much as we used to, we are learning each day to be content wherever Father has me for this day 
<shama> it would be great to be able to say never! 
<opentext> How easy would it be to tell God, that we would work for Him, as soon as we got out of prison; or as soon as the conditions became more favorable? 
<ready2> without the contentment, very easy 
<renewed> oh that would be very easy if we were not looking daily to Father to supply us with our daily bread 
<shama> very easy 
<at-peace> if we are focusing on the problem instead of Father and His Word, it would be very easy 
<diligently> yes, it would be easier 
<buzzzbait> i couldn't think of a better thing to do while in prison 
<opentext> Easy to say that we would do as Paul was doing there in Prison, yet, we forget how often on the outside we are swayed by attitudes and pressures, so how much more when we would become confined? 
<buzzzbait> very often 
<opentext> This epistle, like that to the Romans, was written to those he had never seen, nor had any personal acquaintance with. How many of us would want to become involved with, let alone be caught communicating with one that was in prison? Let alone one considered to be a radical? 
<mizpah> most would think a prisoner wasn't a credible source to listen to 
<helpmate> to go totally against what was being taught or practiced would not be easy 
<renewed> we are instructed in Matthew 25 to visit those who are in prison, but we would have to hear clearly to do this 
<buzzzbait> it seems to be the task at hand today in this world 
<opentext> What we often fail to also hear in this, is what about those that are in spiritual prisons, few considered Paul to be free; yet he was more free then the people he was writing to. The church planted at Colosse was not by Paul's ministry, but by the ministry of Epaphras or Epaphroditus, one whom he delegated to preach the gospel among the Gentiles. Why should he be concerned about a work that was not his? 
<renewed> because none of the work was his, it was all Father's and for the kingdom of God 
<shama> he knew it was one Lord, one faith 
<mizpah> like the good Samaritan, he was concerned that all should draw closer to Father through Jesus Christ 
<buzzzbait> he was so instructed by God 
<opentext> How often do we forget that it is Father's work, and become as compassionate, and involved as Paul did? In many things, Father asks things of us, yet how often do we do as Father asks of us? Or, perhaps we may get started, and then quit when the opposition gets to great? 
<renewed> yes, we do tend to forget that at times, but we try to keep it in the forefront that it is 
<diligently> yes. it is Fathers work, and we do forget sometimes 
<renewed> yes, we will quit if we do not keep our focus on what Father has asked of us, and go to Him daily for that which He knows we have need of 
<diligently> we would love to have the compassion that brother paul had 
<mizpah> sometimes we get discouraged and give up when things get tough 
<opentext> Though Paul had not the planting of this church, yet he did not therefore neglect it; nor, in writing his epistles, does he make any difference between that and other churches? Becoming all things to all people, maybe? 
<renewed> yes, being that servant to all 
<opentext> How many remembered or knew, that Paul had not started the church at Colossae? 
<renewed> yes, I knew that 
<at-peace> yes, we knew that 
<jrJohn> This is the first time for me. I did not know. 
<shama> not me 
<mizpah> i remember he had never met them 
<ready2> remembered that he never been there 
<diligently> not me 
<opentext> So why would a man of his stature, become so involved and concerned for them? 
<diligently> the love of Father 
<renewed> because he was concerned for all those in the body of Christ 
<jrJohn> Paul understood what the Father wanted from him. 
<renewed> and wanted to make sure they kept to the straight and narrow path 
<opentext> very good answers. And exactly what we need to see and hear, that Paul would expound the mystery of the gospel to any and all that would listen. Not making a difference who it was that God used to start the church, but working together for the common good of the body of Christ. Another thing i would like us to consider here, is how Paul was so willing to help Epaphras, when he sought out Paul concerning the troubles with the church there, when he may have said. look at the troubles i am in. how often do we want to look at our own troubles, rather then assisting those that are in a spiritual need? 
<jrJohn> too often 
<renewed> more often than we would like to admit 
<at-peace> more often than we should 
<opentext> So as we get into the book of Colossians, i want us to keep in mind several things; Paul was a prisoner at this time, and as such, had problems of his own; yet when asked to be of assistance, he was quick to help in any way that Father would allow. Also, Paul was not concerned about who or what had brought about the body of believers, but was asked to lend his counsel and insights from God, and so he did. Also keep in mind, that only a few years after this epistle was delivered, the town was destroyed by an earthquake, never to be rebuilt there, so we have to ask, did they take to heart, the message delivered by Paul? 


<jrJohn> It makes one wonder. 
<opentext> So then, what may be the end result to those that fail to hear God's message today? 
<mizpah> they bring about their own destruction 
<helpmate> eternal death 
<at-peace> spiritual death 
<ready2> separation from God 
<opentext> So as we look at this message from God over the next few months, let us hear all that Father has for us, and take to heart all that is hidden within His Word in this epistle. any questions from today? 
<renewed> o/ 
<opentext> yes cheryl 
<renewed> in verse 2, why does Paul say to the saints and faithful brethren. there seems to be a separation here of the two? 
<opentext> Again, only Father knows those that have been on the milk too long, and when they fall away. so we see and hear Paul trying to be an encouragement to all. 
<jrJohn> mine's different: COL 1:2 To the holy and faithful brothers in Christ at Colosse: NIV 
<opentext> the NIV is not always very accurate the Greek in that verse is quite explicit to mention both 
<buzzzbait> saints = the consecrated people of God 
<opentext> saint simply means saint. faithful brethren, goes a bit deeper in relationship as well as dedication. many are called, but few are chosen, because few are willing to do all that Father asks. over the years, have seen many answer the call of God, but over the years, fall back into the old pattern of life, because they were not willing to be faithful. if one only says they are Christian, and never takes the time to feed the spirit man, how long will they last, or continue faithfully in the Word? 
<renewed> not very long at all 
<mizpah> they will lose their focus and become distracted 
<opentext> so there are many saints, but few that will maintain their walk on that strait and narrow path. just as in Noah's time, i am sure there were many that thought they were good people, and served God about half-way, but we have to remember how many were allowed in the ark. 
<mizpah> only the faithful brethren 
<opentext> i did not make the rules within this book, Father did, so that only those that would faithfully serve Him, would live forever with Him. 

<opentext> Gal 6:15-16 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature. And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.(KJV) 

<opentext> any other questions? 
 

