Channel Bible Study Monday February 17, 2003

<labourer> Father, we continue before your throne today in the fellowship of your precious Spirit. We thank you for the wisdom and knowledge you continually give and are toward us and thank you for this time of fellowship in Christ Jesus's name.
<opentext> Matthew 6:33  But as your first duty keep on looking for His standard of doing right, and for His will, and then all these things will be yours besides. (William's New Testament)

<opentext> How often are His standards, our first duty, or a second or third thought?
<diligently> needs to be our first duty

<h-d> Eccl 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. (KJV)
<disciple> when we become distracted by circumstances

<opentext> One will often forget, simple obedience to the Message delivered by and through Christ, is what the Father asks of us.
<opentext> How often does one try to apply their standards to the new nature?

<h-d> it won't work

<diligently> at times have done this
<labourer> every time I forget I'm a new creature and go groping in the past

<opentext> In other words, how often does a person try to impress God with their own agenda, rather the simply seeking to please Him?

<h-d> anytime we lean to our own understanding
<disciple> have failed miserably trying to do that in the past
<opentext> The trying or development of our faith, brings about a consistency in our walk or lifestyle, when lived in agreement or compliance with God's Word.
<opentext> Now, a good way to bring a clearer understanding of this, would be since everyone is

 familiar with taxes, and if we follow the standard the government requires, then one will not fear any repercussions. However, if one takes short-cuts, or apply their own standards, what do you think the outcome will be? Will one have a consistent and peaceful walk?
<chosen> no

<diligently> no

<h-d> no

<disciple> nope
<opentext> In other words, the more clearly we seek Father and His wisdom and understanding of His standard, the more consistent one becomes in seeking to please Him, and then one has peace in their life. The turmoil arises when we try to apply our own knowledge to His standard.
<opentext> It is when we are seeking Him first, that our priorities will be in line with His.
<opentext> John 6:27  Bestow your pains not on the food which perishes, but on the food that remains unto the Life of the Ages - that food which will be the Son of Man's gift to you; for on Him the Father, God, has set His seal." (Weymouth's New Testament)
<opentext> In Matthew 6:33, the KJV says to seek first the kingdom of God...yet, how often does one try to establish His kingdom here and now, rather then waiting and expecting the Lord to deliver them from this present evil world?
<at-peace> many are called, but few are chosen
<chosen> lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven, not upon earth

<disciple> that is the world's goal, and we are to come out and be separate from those of the world
<m-m> most have the beam so firmly planted in their eye that they can never hear something that

 would work good toward another.
<opentext> If one misses the "seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness" then they will be looking for the things that will make them more comfortable in the here and now. They think all the things that God wants to add to them are for here, and thus miss His counsel on how to escape this world.
<opentext> Thus the importance of understanding the standard set for His kingdom, which is only able to be revealed by and through His Spirit. (1Cor 2:9-14)
<opentext> I Jn 2:15-17
Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.


And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. (KJV)
<opentext> 1 John 2:15 
[Love not the world] Though these several classes were so well acquainted with divine things, and had all tasted the powers of the world to come; yet so apt are men to be drawn aside by sensible things, that the Holy Spirit saw it necessary to caution these against the love of the world, the inordinate desire of earthly things. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)


<opentext> People, places or things, can cause one to lose their focus, to focus on things other then the mark of the prize.

<opentext> 1 John 2:15 
[The love of the Father is not in him.] The love of God and the love of earthly things are incompatible. If you give place to the love of the world, the love of God cannot dwell in you; and if you have not his love, you can have no peace, no holiness, no heaven.


<opentext> (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> 1 John 2:15  PP1 [For all that is in the world] All that it can boast of, all that it can promise, is only sensual, transient gratification, and even this promise it cannot fulfil; so that its warmest votaries can complain loudest of their disappointment.(from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Mark 14:38  You must all keep watching and praying that you may not be exposed to

 temptation.  Man's spirit is willing but human nature is weak." (William's New Testament)
<opentext> It is when one fails to seek first the kingdom of God, their focus is on the wrong things, and they have now allowed the lower nature the opportunity to seek self-gratification.

<opentext> 1 John 2:15  PP2 [Is not of the Father] Nothing of these inordinate attachments either comes from or leads to God. They are of this world; here they begin, flourish, and end. They deprave the mind, divert it from divine pursuits, and render it utterly incapable of spiritual enjoyments. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> It is when one strays from the Word, ventures away from the strait and narrow path, that the eyes become focused on the temptations, rather then remaining on the mark of the prize.
<opentext> One can blame anyone and everyone for their problems, their short-comings; but, it is only when the individual sets their eyes, their attention on things other then God, that the tempataions or the bait is placed before them.

<opentext> James 1: 13.  No one must say, when he is tempted to do evil, "I have a temptation from God to do evil," for God cannot be tempted to do evil, and He never tempts anyone to do so.

14.  But anyone is tempted to do evil when he is allured by his own evil desire and enticed

 by a bait.<f> 15.  Then evil desire conceives and gives birth to sin, and when sin is completed, it brings forth death. (Williams NT)
<opentext> Today, you have the choice, the decision of whose standard you will follow; that of the world which leads to death, or that of God which leads to eternal life. Only you can make the choice or decision for your life.
<opentext> Today, will God's Word be the standard procedure for your life?

<disciple> yes, <h-d> yes, <chosen> yes, <diligently> yes, with thanks, <at-peace> yes
<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
