Channel Bible Study Monday December 16, 2002

<labourer> Father, we continue this day before your throne, in the love feast that you have prepared for us your chuldren and ask that you would provide our daily bread today in the name that truly is above all names... our Lord and brother Jesus Christ.

<opentext> Is your relationship with God based upon that which others are saying or doing, or on what God says in His Word?

<opentext> 1Cor 2: 4.  and my language and the message I preached were not adorned with pleasing words of worldly wisdom, but they were attended with proof and power given by the Spirit, 5.  so that your faith might not be in men's wisdom, but in God's power. (Williams NT)

<opentext> Unto you, it is given to know, the mystery of the kingdom of God. Christ being the power, wisdom and Son of the living God, is your key in learning to understand God; His plan for you, and His purpose for those who will accept His terms and conditions for acceptance of this gift, and mystery.

<opentext> I find it amazing, as well as amusing, how people try to dictate to Him the terms and conditions for His plan of reconciliation.
<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

<opentext> Ephesians 1:18  the eyes of your understanding being enlightened so that ​you may know​ what is the hope which His call to you inspires, what the wealth of the glory of His inheritance in God's people.

<opentext> What the eye is to the body, the understanding is to the soul; and that as the eye is not light in itself, and can discern nothing but by the means of light shining, not only on the objects to be viewed, but into the eye itself; so the understanding of man can discern no sacred thing of or by itself, but sees by the influence of the Spirit of wisdom and revelation; (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> If you are driving a vehicle at night, and you fail to turn on the lights, what do you think the end result will be?

<labourer> not good

<chosen> a bad accident

<c-j> possibly death

<opentext> You have the tool, the lights on the vehicle, you have the knowledge to turn them on; yet if you fail to use them, you have become a danger to yourself as well as those around you.

<opentext> The same is true when a person neglects the gift that God has given them. Everything we need is already given to us, now a matter of seeking God (those that fellowship with God must do so in Spirit and in truth) on how to best apply to one's life, that which has been given to them (that is if one is born again).

<opentext> Since we know that God is no respecter of persons, then He has to give the same measure of the gift to each and every believer. However, since each person is unique, it will be manifest differently through each person.

<opentext> for without the influence of God's Holy Spirit no man ever became wise unto salvation, no more than a man ever discerned an object (no matter how perfect soever his eye might have been), without the instrumentality of light. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> It is God's Spirit that is able to lead us and guide us into all truth. However, one has to know His voice, and be willing to follow, in order to obtain and utilize the proper instructions and directions.

<opentext> Trying to, or attempting to operate without God's Spirit, would be as foolish as trying to drive a car at night without using the headlights.

<opentext> Religion has much to do in enlightening the mind. Indeed, its effect there is not less striking and decisive than it is on the heart. The understanding has been blinded by sin. The views which people entertain of themselves and of God are narrow and wrong. The understanding is enfeebled and perverted by the practice of sin. (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> Unless one is able to hear His voice, and follow the leading of His Spirit, people will make foolish judgement and statements. Why? Because their minds are blind to the truth.

<opentext> Thus why Paul tells us that their mind has been blinded by the god of this world. The devil wants you to remain in darkness. It is the truth of God's Word with illuminates the mind as well as where we are to step, so that one is able to navigate properly the strait and narrow path.
<opentext> Thus why the mind has to be transformed; that is, brought to the place where the truth is what operates there, rather then the lies we were taught away from God.

<opentext> An example of this would be, most insurance policies describe an uncontrolled situation, as an act of God....and try to attribute to God, the work of the devil.

<opentext> Jesus Christ came that we might have abundant life, it is the devil, the father of lies that comes to steal, kill and destroy.

<opentext> It is limited in its operations by the necessity of the case, and by the impossibility of fully comprehending the great truths which pertain to the divine administration. One of the first effects of true religion is on the understanding. It enlarges its views of truth; gives it more exalted conceptions of God; corrects its errors; raises it up toward the great Fountain of love. (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> Now, a mistake that most Christians make as they begin their journey, is that they see someone else on the journey, and try to imitate them, and then wonder why they get discouraged.

<opentext> Each of us is at a different place in our walk, therefore God is dealing with each of us on different subjects and matters. If you try to imitate someone else instead of Christ, you will not be able to comprehend, and in many instances reject Father's counsel, since it will not seem or appear appropriate for your life.

<opentext> Note that which Paul though says in the preceding verse: Eph 1:17, That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:(KJV).

<opentext> Note..may give unto you...the Spirit of wisdom and revelation. Thus enabling you to grow in a working knowledge of Him, and what He has for your life.

<opentext> Now, keep in mind, that Christ is the power and wisdom of God. It is not that one prays for more of the gift, but rather the deeper understanding of what they have already received; or that they have not yet received the gift in the first place. Since God is constant, and cannot lie, then one must realize that God gives us the fullness of the gift when a person asks for Christ to come into their heart.

<opentext> Thus why Paul says, that it is in Christ that we become a new creation. The change is total, it is complete. Once this happens, now one has to be prompt to hear Father's counsel on how they should live, in order to remain in agreement with Him and His Word.

<opentext> Paul goes on further to say, that old things are past away, for all things have become new. A new car will not remain new long, if proper maintenance and upkeep is not performed on it. So what happens if a person neglects the new creation?

<labourer> mind will get re-olded, life will follow

<chosen> the old self will rise up again

<c-j> becomes weaker and the flesh or old nature becomes stronger and begins to pull a person back

 into that which is contrary to God

<opentext> Thus why Paul told Timothy, not to neglect the gift which was in him. And to meditate in and on the Word, so that the mind would stay renewed, and remain in agreement with God. Each day, you have the choice to walk in agreement with God, or to rise in opposition against Him. This will be determined by how you maintain your being, using the Word of life, or following the pattern of this world.

<opentext> As John wrote, his prayer for them was that they would prosper and be in health, even as their soul prospered, and this is my prayer for you this day.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<h-g> o/   from greg

<opentext> yes

<h-g> a verse to share

<opentext> ok

<h-g> Luke 11:21-23
When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace:
But when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils.
He that is not with me is against me: and he that gathereth not with me scattereth.
(KJV)

<opentext> any other questions or comments

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

