Channel Bible Study Monday August 18, 2003

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and the fellowship you have blessed us with.  Thank you for all that you have prepared and have in store for us this day that will enable us to remain seated and focused on things above that we may continue to grow in grace and in the knowledge of you and our Lord and Saviour bringing you praise, honor, and glory through Him your precious Son Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Col 3:1-2, 1 IF THEN you have been raised with Christ [to a new life, thus sharing His resurrection from the dead], aim at and seek the [rich, eternal treasures] that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 And set your minds and keep them set on what is above (the higher things), not on the things that are on the earth. AMP
<opentext> If, you are risen with Christ, seek or inquire of that which you have received as a child of God. As one was growing up, they never thought twice about asking parents for more allowance money, or the car keys, yet is one as quick to seek that which they have need of from Father?
<disciple> not always
<chosen> not always
<at-peace> should be

<opentext> [Seek those things which are above] That is, seek them as the objects of pursuit and

 affection; strive to secure them. (from Barnes' Notes)
<opentext> Now, if one is seeking those things which are above, they will not be asking Father for those things which are detrimental to their spiritual well being. The key here however, is that one has to constantly and consistently be seeking those things which are above where Christ is seated.

<opentext> This demands that the Christian seek (in the set of his will) and direct his affection in the set of his mind) to the new-age reality above.  (from Wycliffe Commentary)
<opentext> One has to walk in the Spirit, in order to maintain that fellowship with Father. His world, His realm has to be an actual reality to you. Yet, how often is it that one only hopes His Word is so, rather then knowing the reality of it?
<disciple> most only can wish for what they want or need, because they don't have a clue who Father and His Son are

<chosen> He is always faithful to His Word... we just need to remember to ask and always trust Him
<opentext> Doesn't this happen when one allows the things of this world, to cloud or impair our vision?

<chosen> yes

<opentext> Rom 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (KJV)

<opentext> Rom 12:2 Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you. (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contempor reserved.)

<opentext> Rom 12:2 Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you].  AMP

<opentext> The customs, traditions and traits of this world, tries to control the way you think, the way you dress and the way you are to act so as to fit in with them. How often does one try to fit in with the world, rather then constantly seeking those things which are above?
<disciple> if we seek first His kingdom, we will have what we need...the world doesn't supply our need, but our wants...fullfillng the lusts of the flesh

<opentext> Is a person always as quick to want to please Father, as they are to look for the approval of the world?
<disciple> not always

<at-peace> should be... whatsoever ye do, do it whole heartedly as unto the Lord and not unto man

<opentext> Thus why Paul said that we should be transformed or changed by the renewing of our

 mind, with the truth of God's will for us (Gal 1:3-4), that is that we should accept the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made for our sins and infirmities, and apply His Word as the source and strength of our lives, so that we are dependent upon Him, and not this present evil world.

<opentext> Gal 1:10 For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. (KJV)
<opentext> The present evil world wants us to adapt to their way of living, yet, we are to be risen with Christ, seeking and inquiring to those things which are above where Christ is presently seated. Do all of your thoughts and actions keep you there? Or at times does one allow their mind to wander?
<disciple> sometimes wanders, but getting less frequent

<chosen> it's always our own choice of what we will think on, a constant choice

<diligently> yes, as steph , it is our choice

<opentext> Peer pressure, fitting in, not being the odd person out; these are all things that the god of this world uses to try to keep a person from seeking those things which are above. How often do these things cause a distraction or disruption to our relationship with Father?
<disciple> keeping focus on our life with Father, and our goal should keep anything else from

 interferring with our walk
<disciple> keeping focus on our life with Father, and our goal should keep anything else from

 interferring with our walk

<diligently> those things of the world used to bother me way in the past, Father has taught me to rise above.

<at-peace> whenever we allow the cares and concerns of this life in which will change our perspective

<diligently> so  i do have a heart and compassion for ones that are in that place now

<opentext> One has to establish their thoughts and thinking pattern in agreement with God and His Word, and apply themselves at all times to maintain this relationship with the Father, by remaining risen with Christ. This can only remain constant, as one seeks to please Father, to remain conformed to His world, not this world. He that is not with Him, is against Him. Yet, doesn't the world try to tell a Christian to not get to carried away with God?

<disciple> the world believes we should live the word three days a week, not daily...anything else is too much, as far as they are concerned
<opentext> Ps 119:139-140 My zeal hath consumed me, because mine enemies have forgotten thy words. Thy word is very pure: therefore thy servant loveth it.
 (KJV)
<opentext> Today, are you seeking, inquiring from God, all that He has made available to you, so that you are able to remain risen in and with Christ?

<diligently> yes, doing all thing to please Father , growing into him in al ways.

<disciple> yes;<chosen> yes;<at-peace> yes
<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
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