Channel Bible Study Monday November 4, 2002

<chosen> we thank you Father for this time of fellowship together in your Word to hear that which you know we have need of this day....we pray that we will allow your Word to lead our thoughts, our words and all that we do this day, for your praise and glory through Christ Jesus our Lord and saviour

<opentext> Phil 2:12 - labor earnestly, I say, to make sure of your own salvation. Weymouth's New Testament

<opentext> We are able to look at and spot the mediocre attitudes or conduct of others, but, are we able to recognize it in ourselves?
<diligently> not always

<h-g> we need to remove the beam out of our own eye first

<chosen> only when i am listening to that correction, when Father points it out to me

<opentext> To be of serious intent is to labor earnestly, that is recognizing that one's spiritual eternity is what is at risk! Yet, when reading the scriptures, when pondering the scriptures, do we always take it this seriously?

<chosen> not always

<diligently> not always

<at-peace> we should

<m-m> no

<opentext> I can think of how Father works so often...He will bring a scripture to mind, and then you share it, and the people give you this glare because it cut to the heart, yet, because you were only doing what Father asked, you kind of wonder what their problem is.

<opentext> So, yes Father will use a person to bring correction, but most often it is when we are not even aware of it, because we are so busy tending to our own relationship with Him.

<opentext> Does one always consider what is at risk, what is at stake, in and on an every day, moment by moment  basis in their relationship with Him?

<Faithful> not always

<diligently> not always

<chosen> not all the time, as i should be

<at-peace> not always

<opentext> A good way to look at this would be, if you had an IV in your arm, and if it became disconnected you would die, how watchful would you be of that IV?

<chosen> very

<Faithful> very

<h-g> extremely protective of it

<at-peace> very watchful

<diligently> verymuch watchful

<opentext> His Word is our spiritual IV, and any time we disconnect from Father, we put ourselves in jeopardy of eternal death; one must be cognizant that it (the Word) is our life-line with the Father.

<opentext> Just as one would be watchful of that IV in their arm to make sure they stayed alive, we too

 must make sure we stay connected to the Father...for without faith, without the Message delivered by

 and through Christ Jesus, one will surely die.

<opentext> Yet, do we always hear the Message of being that vital?

<h-g> we should

<diligently> learning daily

<opentext> If one was always seeking to maintain their own relationship with God, how much time would you have to be concerned or preoccupied with that which others are doing?

<Faithful> none, or only as Father asks us to be concerned

<chosen> none

<diligently> none at all

<h-g> there would be no extra time

<at-peace> not much at all

<m-m> not much

<opentext> 1 Peter 4:15  But let not one of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evil-doer, or as a spy upon other people's business. 16  If, however, any one suffers because he is a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God for being permitted to bear that name. Weymouth's New Testament

<opentext> Definition for "busybody" or "spy": from 245 and 1985; overseeing others' affairs, i.e. a meddler (specially, in Gentile customs): one who takes the supervision of affairs pertaining to others but in no way toward himself, a meddler in other men's affairs.

<m-m> sounds like the pharisees of yesterday and today (and me if my focus is in the wrong place)
<opentext> So then, we know that the Lord was not a busybody, but only did those things He saw the Father do, and only spoke those things He heard Father speak. Wouldn't that be a great concept if we applied that to our own lives all of the time as well?

<h-g> yes

<Faithful> yes

<chosen> yes

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> yes

<m-m> yes
<opentext> The inspector of another; meddling with other people's concerns, and forgetting their own; such persons are hated of all men. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)
<m-m> contrary to all men..... eeee
<opentext> Paul says to labor earnestly at our own relationship with God. A moment by moment thing in maintaining a right relationship with Father. And if we are looking always at what others are doing, can our labor really be in earnest?

<Faithful> no

<chosen> no

<diligently> no

<h-g> no

<m-m> no

<at-peace> no

<opentext> One who busies himself with what does not concern him; that is, one who pries into the affairs of another; who attempts to control or direct them as if they were his own.(from Barnes' Notes)
<opentext> Barnes puts it very well.

<opentext> In the world, if you pry someone elses door or window open, you would be tried for breaking and entering, in other words, as a crook or a thief.

<opentext> Galatians 6:3  For if there is any one who thinks himself to be somebody when he is nobody, he is deluding himself. Weymouth's New Testament

<opentext> It is only in Christ, that we are somebody, without Him, we are a nobody, a meddler or a spy, whichever description fits at the time.
<opentext> There are no people more censorious or uncharitable than those among some religious people who pretend to more light and a deeper communion with God. They are generally carried away with a sort of sublime, high sounding phraseology, which seems to argue a wonderfully deep acquaintance with divine things; stripped of this, many of them are like Samson without his hair. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)
<opentext> If you are always concerned with other peoples affairs, how much effort can one be putting into their own relationship with God? How earnestly can one be laboring at their own salvation?

<h-g> one cannot be

<diligently> none at all, we are to keep our eye single

<at-peace> not much

<m-m> not very earnestly

<Faithful> will not be to the best of ones ability

<opentext> There is no middle ground, to be mediocre or lukewarm, warrants the same results as one being cold. What kind of attitude, what kind of effort will you have and put forth  this day?

<diligently> kind which is pleasing only to Father, and all He asks of me.

<Faithful> I will serve to the best of my ability through Christ

<chosen> a total effort.... pleasing to Father

<at-peace> duet 4:9.... total effort... taking heed to thyself and keeping my soul diligently

<m-m> hearty, sincere, in Christ

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
