Channel Bible Study Monday October 21, 2002

<chosen> we thank you Father for your Word that you have freely given to us, to show us the way so that we can be pleasing to you in all that we do, if we hear and obey all that your Word asks of us this day.... thank you for this time together and for preparing for us that which you know we each need to hear and learn at this time, and we pray that we will diligently obey your instructions this day through Christ Jesus our Lord 
<opentext> John 14:6, Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. KJV

<opentext>As plain as the instructions are in the Bible, do you always follow them?


<diligently> not at all times

<at-peace> not always

<chosen> no

<opentext> Yet, how often does one stop to consider, that instructions are a guideline or guidance system for the way we should live, to be pleasing to God?

<diligently> am learning that daily

<opentext> With so many things in life, we see and hear to read the directions, follow the instructions; yet, how often does one do it? Most of the time, isn't this done only as a last resort? When all else has failed?

<helpmate> yes, that is sometimes so true

<diligently> in past it has been only last resort, new life in Christ, am learning to read hear and follow the instructions.

<chosen> yes usually when we are in a hurry and think we can do it all ourselves

<opentext> Search the scriptures, for in them one thinks they will find eternal life. Yet, the fact is, that unless one follows the leading and guidance system of the Holy Spirit, they will be only written words on a page.
<opentext> The Holy Spirit is given to lead us and guide us into all truth. His Word being the truth. However, for one to be guided, for one to be led, they have to be a willing participant. How often when instructions have been given for anything, has your mind been elsewhere, and thus have had to ask for the directions or instructions to be repeated at least once?

<chosen> too often

<diligently> yes, have done this

<helpmate> ses, sometimes

<at-peace> at times more often than should

<helpmate> yes

<opentext>They can only be words of Spirit and life, if one is operating in Christ, in accordance with the directions and instructions given by God, within the Christian operations manual (the Bible).


<opentext> Stop to ponder a moment, that the Creator of the universe wants to give us counsel or guidance so that we can successfully navigate our way through this life and live forever with Him; yet, do we always consider that which He speaks to us as being a matter of life or death?

<helpmate> not always

<at-peace> no

<chosen> no

<diligently> no, not always

<opentext> How often will one take the guidance or counsel of some person over that of the Creator?

<diligently> spirit within me never does, but at times the flesh has.

<diligently> when i have allowed the fear of man to enter in.

<helpmate> sometimes ask a brother or sister for guidance, but still need to take that counsel to Father

<chosen> whenever we start to acknowledge man instead of acknowledging Father in all of our ways

<opentext> For many people, they think Christianity is measured in how many scriptures a person can memorize or recite. Yet, it should be that which is written in and on the heart.

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:3-4, 3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. 4 And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward: (KJV)
<opentext> Note, that Paul tells us that this can only be inscribed in and on the heart, by the Spirit of the living God. This can only be accomplished as one becomes one that lives the counsel given them, not one that just talks about it.

<opentext> God gives a plain map for the path to His house, yet, how often does one try to take their own path, or even short-cuts suggested to them?

<at-peace> whenever we lean to our own understanding

<diligently> the flesh is always looking for a easy way, but not Fathers plan.

<opentext> [Manifestly declared to be the letter of Christ] Ye are in our hearts, and Christ has written you there; but yourselves are the letter of Christ; the change produced in your hearts and lives, and the salvation which you have received, are as truly the work of Christ as a letter dictated and written by a man in his work. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> How often does one consider, that their life in Christ should be as plain, legible and open as the epistles written within the Bible?

<diligently> have not thought of it as that before.

<chosen> not often

<helpmate> we think of being the example of the believer, but not that written epistle, and they are both the same

<opentext> 2 Corinthians 3:3  For all can see that you are a letter of Christ entrusted to our care, and written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the ever-living God - and not on tablets of stone, but on human hearts as tablets.

<opentext> As Weymouth puts so well, that "all can see". People are watching to see if we live that which we talk about and proclaim.

<opentext> We should be that letter penned by Christ, by His Spirit, an open declaration of His love; a guidance system pointing to Father's house.

<opentext> Now, as we look at the life of Jesus Christ, we can see that the more open and plain the Message from God was displayed in His life, the more the religious people rebelled against that which was made plain. Are all going to like what they see or read?

<helpmate> no

<chosen> no

<diligently> no

<at-peace> no

<opentext> Can that (or should that) alter our course?

<diligently> no

<at-peace> no

<chosen> no

<helpmate> yes it can, but it should not
<opentext> What have you allowed God to inscribe on your heart this day?

<helpmate> His Word, His love

<diligently> to abide in all HIs ways, through Chrisr Jesus my Lord

<diligently> Christ

<at-peace> His Word of life and truth

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> verses to share...

<at-peace> Phil 2:15-16   That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;  Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. (KJV)

<opentext> holding fast our profession of faith, without wavering...

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
<helpmate> Ps 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. (KJV)

<helpmate> 1 Pet 3:4  But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.  (KJV)
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