Channel Bible Study Monday May 20, 2002
<his> Father, thank You for the blessings of this time and opportunity to gather through Jesus Christ to hear the word of life that You have for us this day. Thank You that You have already seen that which each of us has need of this day to continue in that which You would have us do.

<opentext> What is your priority at the start of this day, physical or spiritual food?

<opentext> Matthew 4:4, But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. KJV

<opentext> Yet, how many of us hear every word that comes forth from the mouth of God each day? 

<chosen> not me

<h-d> not me

<k-j> fall short in hearing Father at all times, daily we learn to be more still so i hear Father clearly.

<at-peace> not every word

<his> me neither...not always listening as i should

<opentext> We all know that we do not hear everything that God wants to say and share with us each day. The key is in growing up into Him in all things, so that one's hearing becomes clearer and sharper, rather the becoming dull or lazy. Learning and training one self, so that the spiritual should be of a higher priority then the physical.

<opentext> In all of our every day activities, we choose what we will hear, and what we will ignore. How often do you have to ask others to repeat what they said, because your mind was else where?

<h-d> have done that

<at-peace> have done that

<chosen> often at times

<k-j> way to often, am getting better

<his> at times..occassionaly often

<opentext> For the Christian, the key is in having ones mind renewed in and on the Word of God. The more the mind is renewed, the better one becomes at hearing and obeying God.

<opentext> Heb 5:12, For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. (KJV)

<opentext> It is good to be babes in Christ, but not always to continue in that childish state; we should endeavor to pass the infant state; we should always remain in malice children, but in understanding we should grow up to a manly maturity. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> How often is it that we can look at what someone else is doing, and think to ourselves, how childish that person is acting?

<k-j> have done that :-(

<chosen> at times

<h-d> have to learn to put away childish things

<h-d> 1 cor 13:11

<his> when leting pride blind us to our own faults

<opentext> How often does this carry over to the spiritual arena? (That is, wanting to be dependent upon other people for our spiritual well being, rather then working out our own salvation)

<k-j> am sure it will carry over into the spiritual arena.

<chosen> sometimes we fall in that

<opentext> Heb. 5:12, Though by this time you should be teaching other people, you still need someone to teach you once more the rudimentary principles of the divine revelation. You still need milk, not solid food. 13 (For anyone who is fed on milk is unskilled in moral truth; he is a mere babe.) (Moffatt translation)

<opentext> I like the way that Moffatt brings it out...the rudimentary principles of the divine revelation...for the key is in having God reveal more of Himself to us, so that we are able to grow.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. (KJV)

<opentext> [For when for the time] They had heard the Gospel for many years, and had professed to be Christians for a long time; on these accounts they might reasonably have been expected to be well instructed in divine things, so as to be able to instruct others. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> All too often, one may  hear things, but if not taken to heart; if not applied to one's life, what good will it do?

<his> none

<k-j> no good at all

<chosen> none

<at-peace> none

<h-d> none at all

<opentext> I am sure that many people heard that which Noah was preaching; yet, we know that only 7 others took to heart the message of righteousness that Father had him deliver.

<opentext> That the holy Scriptures are to be looked upon, consulted with, and submitted to, as the oracles of God; they are sometimes called the living, sometimes the lively oracles of God; because they are the oracles of the living God, and also life-giving oracles to them that obey them. (Wm. Burkitt commentary)

<opentext> It is only when we see the Word of God as being more vital to us then physical food, that one will be able to be nourished and fed by it. It is only then the growth will begin, and continue, as long as we continue in it.

<opentext> Isaiah 28:9-10, 9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. 10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little: KJV

<opentext> The prophet here complains of the wretched stupidity of this people, that they were unteachable and made no improvement of the means of grace which they possessed; they still continued as they were, their mistakes not rectified, their hearts not renewed, nor their lives reformed. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> One can have a cupboard full of food, but if they never use it, they will starve to death. One may have the Bible in front of them, but if they never learn to feed from it, they will also die spiritually. 

<opentext> One must learn to feed themselves; for someone else may try to feed you poison.

<opentext> Has one forgot, that faith is by hearing, receiving and then applying to their life the message delivered by Christ, the living Word of God?

<opentext> Since the beginning, God has placed before us, that which He asks of us. He has sent people to present His Word to us. Yet, how often does one really want to hear that which God asks of us?

<k-j> most often, but them of the world do not want to hear at all.

<his> only if one chooses to put the flesh aside

<k-j> his children know His voice.

<opentext> Have you ever used the excuse; "but God,  that is not what everyone else is doing ?"

<k-j> yes

<his> yes

<chosen^> yes

<opentext> What it was that their prophets and ministers designed and aimed at. It was to teach them knowledge, the knowledge of God and his will, and to make them understand doctrine, (MH) 

<opentext> This is God's way of dealing with men, to enlighten men's minds first with the knowledge of his truth, and thus to gain their affections, and bring their wills into a compliance with his laws; thus he enters in by the door, whereas the thief and the robber climb up another way. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> Not many of us will miss a meal in the physical, yet, how easy is it to miss a spiritual meal?

<h-d> easy, if we are not listening for that small still voice of God

<k-j> can be easy if gotten into the habit

<chosen^> at times, very easy

<his> easy...if not patiently and diligently seeking

<at-peace> easy if we allow the distractions in 

<opentext> So then, shouldn't one train their being to develop the same hunger for the truth?

<h-d> yes

<k-j> yes

<his> yes

<at-peace> yes

<chosen^> yes

<opentext> He has sent His Word, to heal us spiritually, and deliver us from our own destructions of the flesh. However, if the remedy is ignored or not applied, what good does it do, for those that do not hear and follow the instructions?

<his> no good

<k-j> no good at all

<h-d> no good

<at-peace> none

<chosen^> none

<opentext> Today, if you will hear His voice, and harden not your heart! Noah told the people that which God required of them, yet they ignored the voice of God, and heaped to themselves teachers that would satisfy their itching ears (listening to things they wanted to hear, rather then that which they needed to hear). 

<opentext> They went and followed teachers that said that which they wanted to hear, not that which they needed to hear. 

<opentext> Whose voice is it that you will listen  to this day?

<at-peace> God's

<h-d> Father's

<his> Father's

<k-j> the voice of Christ Jesus within me..Fathers

<chosen^> God's

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship, and my prayer is that today's study ministered His grace to the hearer

<h-d> 1 Cor 13:11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. (KJV)

