Channel Bible Study Monday April 1, 2002
<his> Father, thank You for the blessing of this time to come before you through Christ Jesus our Lord - our Rock - to hear the Words of life that You have for us. Thank You that You have already seen and prepared that which we have need of for this day.

<opentext> Is your faith based on popular opinion, or Biblical fact?

<opentext> Romans 9:33, As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. KJV

<opentext> Seldom, does one understand what they believe, or why they believe, other then this is what they were taught. In school, one learned what was taught in history classes, only to find out years later, that much of what they had been taught, was based in and on one or several peoples opinions, rather then in and on all of the facts.

<opentext> Isn't it true that many of us learned of religion at a very early age? Yet, if one searched the truth of God's Word, how many  of those things that we were taught concerning religion were in agreement with that which the Bible says?

<his> not many

<diligently> not many

<at-peace> not many

<chosen> hardly any

<matti> not many

<opentext> And yet, man is much quicker to defend man's ideas and philosophies, because they are ignorant of God's Word.

<opentext> One will look at the OT, and see that even the prophets had very few people that followed that message that God had them deliver.

<opentext> The Bible tells us that there is but one Lord, and one faith. So the question is, why then is there so much division in that which is called the Church? 

<diligently> the devil seeks to destroy any way he can

<chosen> people are busy holding every man to be true..... and so God a liar

<his> people do not know the truth for themselves..they follow the lies

<h-d> most that profess to be Christians are on the milk of the word at best

<h-d> and cannot discern between good and evil

<opentext> Could it be that people are much busier defending and holding to man's opinions and ideas, rather then taking a clear and decisive stand for the Word of God?

<chosen> yes

<at-peace> yes

<diligently> yes

<his> yes

<matti> yes

<opentext> 1Co 3:3  you are still unspiritual. For so long as jealousy and strife continue among you, can it be denied that you are unspiritual and are living and acting like mere men of the world? (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> How often do you hear people defend their stand or position on something, by saying that this is what so and so said, or so and so taught? 

<chosen> often

<diligently> often

<his> often

<opentext> Isn't it the Spirit of truth, that is to lead and guide one into all truth?

<at-peace> yes

<chosen> yes

<his> yes

<diligently> yes

<matti> yes

<opentext> Thus, why the Word tells us, that we should never look on the vessel that Father may be using, but rather recognizing, and of full realization, that it is God's Spirit that is to be our teacher.

<opentext> 1Co 1:11  For I have been distinctly informed, my brethren, about you by Chloe's people, that there are dissensions among you.  1Co 1:12  What I mean is that each of you is a partisan. One man says "I belong to Paul;" another "I belong to Apollos;" a third "I belong to Peter;" a fourth "I belong to Christ." 

<opentext> 1Co 1:13  Is the Christ in fragments? Is it Paul who was crucified on your behalf? Or were you baptized to be Paul's adherents?   (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> He expostulates with them upon their discord and quarrels: "Is Christ divided? No, there is but one Christ, and therefore Christians should be on one heart. Was Paul crucified for you? (MH) Was he your sacrifice and atonement? Did I ever pretend to be your saviour, or any more than his minister? Or, were you baptized in the name of Paul? (MH)
<opentext> Thus why the Word tells us, that if any man (person) be "in Christ", they are a new creation. One has to start, continue, and complete their walk in Christ!
<opentext> Were you devoted to my service, or engaged to be my disciples, by that sacred rite? Did I challenge that right in you, or dependence from you, which is the proper claim of your God and Redeemer?" No; ministers, however instrumental they are of good to us, are not to be put in Christ's stead. (MH) They are not to usurp Christ's authority, nor encourage any thing in the people that looks like transferring his authority to them. He is our Saviour and sacrifice, he is our Lord and guide. And happy were it for the churches if there were no name of distinction among them, as Christ is not divided. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> I Jn 2:27, But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. (KJV)

<opentext> 1Jo 2:27  And as for you, the anointing which you received from Him remains within you, and there is no need for any one to teach you. But since His anointing gives you instruction in all things--and is true and is no falsehood--you are continuing in union with Him even as it has taught you to do.  (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> One must remember that it is the anointing that you received from Him; that is God, by and through Christ Jesus. As there is no other way to acces the Father.

<opentext> If one looks at and closely observes the life of Jesus Christ, they will see that He only taught and proclaimed that which He heard from the Father. Did this make Him popular with the religious leaders? 

<chosen> no

<matti> no

<at-peace> no

<diligently> no

<his> no

<opentext> So then, what do you think happens when one holds to His Word, rather then that which is of the popular consensus or opinion?

<his> the same thing....persecution

<diligently> the sameas how it was for Christ

<chosen> we will not be very popular or liked by man

<at-peace> persecution

<matti> the same 

<h-d> we may {will} be persecuted for our beliefs

<opentext> Isa 53:3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. KJV

<opentext> Wasn't it the same people that a week earlier, had proclaimed Him their king; that now in a fury called for His death? 

<his> yes

<chosen> yes

<h-d> yes

<matti> yes

<at-peace> yes

<diligently> yes

<opentext> Weren't they all claiming to be hearing God, in calling for His death?

<h-d> the wrong god

<diligently> yes

<matti> yes

<his> yes

<at-peace> yes they thought they were doing God service by getting rid of Him

<opentext> What did He do to be worthy of this? Speaking the truth in love?

<diligently> He was listening and obeying our Father

<his> he had done nothing except what Father asked of him

<at-peace> nothing except going about His Father's business... yes

<opentext> One seldom gives thought or understanding to the fact, that the Roman leaders put Him to death, to appease the Jewish religious leaders, and the mob which they incited.

<opentext> The same people that clamored after Him for some miracle or sign, were now the ones that not only despised Him, but rejected all that He stood for. They (Israel) now turned their backs to Him. Is this how you react, when things do not quite the way you think that they should?

<his> tough to admit...yes

<matti> sometimes

<diligently> have reacted in the wrong ways at times

<chosen> when we try to do things in our stregnth we have turned our back on Him

<opentext> [He is despised] This requires no explanation; and it needs no comment to show that it was fulfilled. The Redeemer was eminently the object of contempt and scorn alike by the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the Romans. In his life on earth it was so; in his death it was still so; and since then, his name and person have been extensively the object of contempt. (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> If you were in a court, and constantly spoke and argued out of turn, wouldn't the judge charge you with contempt of the court, and lock you up?

<chosen> yes

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> yes

<his> yes

<matti> yes

<opentext> So then, where is the difference, when we stand before the Lord, and argue with Him and His Word?

<h-d> we get thrown out of His kingdom

<chosen> no difference

<diligently> there is not difference

<diligently> no

<his> none

<opentext> [Rejected of men] This phrase is full of meaning, and in three words states the whole history of man in regard to his treatment of the Redeemer. The name `The Rejected of Men, ' will express all the melancholy history; (Barnes)  

<opentext> rejected by the Jews; by the rich; the great and the learned; by the mass of people of every grade, and age, and rank. No prophecy was ever more strikingly fulfilled; none could condense more significancy into few words. (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> Today, we each have the choice to serve Him and remain faithful, or to follow the crowd.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/

<opentext> yes graeme  :-)

<his> thing about contempt of courrt brought to mind:

<his> 6  Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 1 pe 5:6 kjv

<opentext> yes...and as Paul says in Hebrews

<opentext> Heb 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. (KJV)

<opentext> one is not able to go boldly before Him, unless they have humbled themselves

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

<opentext> often times, we forget what the Lord went through in and on our behalf.

<diligently> yes,it is

<chosen> yes we do

<diligently> mean we do

<his> yes

<matti> yes

<opentext> and if we are going to be yoked in Him, then we must remember how He was able to overcome all He went through...so we can remian an overcomer with Him

<opentext> I Jn 4:4-6 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error. (KJV)

<at-peace> Gal 1:10 KJV  For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.

<diligently> yes, we can not serve both man and Father

<diligently> one orr the other ,but not both

<chosen> was reminded of these verses thru study.....

<chosen> Matt 15:8-9 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.(KJV)

<chosen> double minded, hypocrites

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> yes

<chosen> we are either for Him or against Him

<diligently> house divided will not stand

