Channel Bible study Monday March 4, 2002

<his> Father, thank You for the blessings of this time and the tools necessary to be able to gather through Christ Jesus Our Lord to learn more of You. Thank You that You have already seen that which we have

need of this day to maintain our walk with Your Son.

<opentext> John 12:26, If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour. KJV

<opentext> Most often, people want God to serve them. Yet, is this what God's Word tells us, or asks of us?

<chosen> no
<diligently> no
<at-peace> no

<his> no we are His servants

<opentext> [If any man serve me] Christ is a master in a twofold sense: 

<opentext> 1. To instruct men.

<opentext> 2. To employ and appoint them their work: (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> In order to be a servant, one must be willing to serve. Then, one will want to give heed to the instructions, that they might do that which is pleasing to their Master.

<opentext> Many say that they are willing to serve, but in reality are not. Thus, why the Word tells us, that many are called, but few are chosen.

<opentext> Often times one will hear the instructions, but ignore the instructions that are given. They will hear what is said or put forth, but will not become a doer of the Word.

<opentext> What does the word "instruction" mean to you?

<chosen> guide lines to follow

<his> a clear guideline on how something is to be done

<helpmate> directions on how things should be done

<d-g> when i read instructions for a product, it is coming from its inventor or creator

<opentext> Let's look at a few of the meanings of this word:

<opentext> Definition for instruction: 3809  paideia (pahee-di'-ah); from 3811; tutorage, i.e. education or training; by implication, disciplinary correction: (2Tim 3:16)

<opentext> Definition for instruction: 1) the whole training and education of children (which relates to the cultivation of mind and morals, and employs for this purpose new commands and admonitions, now reproof and punishment). It also includes the training and care of the body 

<opentext> Definition for instruction: 2) whatever in adults also cultivates the soul, especially by correcting mistakes and curbing passions. a) instruction which aims at increasing virtue b) chastisement, chastening, 

<opentext> So basically, is that it comes down to training ourselves according to Father's wisdom...so as Jesus Christ, we may always do those things that please Him.

<opentext> So, one must not only hear the instructions, but then they must heed them, and then carry them out. As Greg shared a bit earlier, the proper instructions given by the inventor or Creator, for proper operation and maintenance.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one only read the instructions, when things are not operating as they should?

<d-g> its like ready shoot aim, then wonder why there are problems

<his> we are asked to renew our mind constantly with them...think on these things

<opentext> Doesn't one quite often, get themselves in the midst of a problem, and then wonder what went wrong? As well as then seek Father's counsel?

<his> yes

<at-peace> yes

<diligently> yes

<chosen> yes

<opentext> Faith is the gift received, it is then developed by hearing, giving audience to (hearing the instructions) the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ; and then allowing that Word to become an actual way of life! (carrying out the instructions)

<opentext> One often hears the instructions, but does not follow through with the instructions at the time. One must remember that it is now faith. Father gives us the answer, so that there will not be a problem.

<opentext> He who wishes to serve Christ must become:

<opentext> 1. His disciple or scholar, that he may be taught:

<opentext> 2. His servant, that he may be employed by and obey his master. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Are we always willing to be taught?

<his> no

<chosen> no

<chosen> not when in the flesh

<diligently> no

<opentext> So, one has to be willing to be taught or instructed, to be one of His disciples or servants. It is when one is obedient to His Word, that makes one a disciple or servant in His employment.

<opentext> Many hear the Word of God, but few are willing to carry out His instructions. How often does one hear the Word, hear the instructions, but tell God they will get around to it in just awhile, or a bit later?

<at-peace> have done that

<diligently> yes

<his> at times let the flesh have it's way and don't do what one knows one has been asked

<chosen> when we have placed anything else "before" Father and His Word

<opentext> To such a person a twofold promise is given: 1. He shall be with Christ, in eternal fellowship with him; and

<opentext> 2. He shall be honoured by the Lord: he shall have an abundant recompense in glory; but how great, eye hath not seen, ear heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> To follow Him, is to do that which He asks of us. Learning to be obedient, to all that Father asks of us, not just the things which are pleasing to the flesh.

<opentext> Each day, one has the choice to hear Father's counsel, and accept it or reject it. Seldom though, does one give much thought to the fact that eternity is what is in the balance.

<opentext> It is so easy for the flesh as well as other people to trivialize things, so that the spiritual aspects are not given much of a priority.

<opentext> Today, the Lord is asking you to follow Him. It is very personal. It has implications that will last for eternity. How will you respond to Him this day?

<chosen> yes,,follow Him

<diligently> yes

<d-g> in spirit and in truth

<helpmate> i will heed His call

<at-peace> giving heed to His Word in obedience through Jesus Christ

<his> by asking Him to lead me and guide me this day

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> One often hears the instructions, but does not follow through with the instructions at the time........

<at-peace> 2Co 6:2  (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) 

<opentext> Rom 13:11 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.(KJV)
<opentext> any other questions or comments

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship

