Channel Bible Study Wednesday May 8, 2002
<at-peace> Father we thank you for this time in fellowship together this morning and for all that you have prepared that will keep and sustain us through this day as we open our hearts and ears that we may receive the nourishment you know we have need of through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

<opentext> If the virus program is received, believed, trusted, and then utilized in full compliance with the license and instructions, then it is able to perform all that the manufacturer says.

<opentext> James 1:21,  Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. (KJV)

<opentext> Jam 1:21  Ridding yourselves, therefore, of all that is vile and of the evil influences which prevail around you, welcome in a humble spirit the Message implanted within you, which is able to save your souls. (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> God gives us the ability by and through Christ, to rid ourselves of all that is vile and of evil influence that may be around us. Yet, how often does one think that many of these things are harmless bt appearance?

<h-d> had thought that many time

<chosen> have thought that before

<his> when relying on own understanding

<diligently> alot of things do look harmless at appearance, that is why Father asks of us to not go by sight.

<opentext> Though hearing of the word be a duty, yet it must not be rested in; be hearers, but not only hearers. Alas! bare hearing of the word is the least part of Christianity, and the lightest part of Christianity; (Burkitt) 

<opentext> though we be intelligent hearers, though we be very diligent and attentive hearers, though we be affectionate hearers, yea, though we make great proficiency in knowledge by our hearing, yet all this will deceive us at last, if nothing farther be added to it. (Wm. Burkitt commentary)

<opentext> As is the case with most, they hear the Word, and some even listen very intently to it, but that is not enough. One must then allow the Word to become an integral part of their life and being, this is what it means to be a doer of the Word.

<opentext> It is not enough for one to recognize that vile and influences are around them, and to hear Father's correction of them, one must take action to rid themselves of them.

<opentext> If you recognize that a car is speeding down the street, but still cross infront of it, what could the result be?

<diligently> death

<chosen> death

<his> injury or death

<at-peace> injury and possibly death

<opentext> Isn't this the same for when one recognizes the vile and evil influences, hears Father's correction concerning them, but then does nothing about them, and continue on their journey?

<chosen> yes

<h-d> yes

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> yes

<his> yes

<opentext> That the doers of the word are the best hearers, yea, the only hearers in God's account: not to hear at all is atheistical, and produces no religion; to hear, and not to know and be affected with what we hear, is stoical, and breeds a blind religion; to know, and not to do, is Pharisaical, and breeds a lame religion; the practicing hearer is the only approved hearer in the account of God: (Wm. Burkitt commentary)

<opentext> Faith without the corresponding lifestyle, will only produce spiritual death!

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that people think or assume, that merely hearing the Word is enough?

<h-d> most often

<diligently> most do

<chosen> most do

<his> most do..sometimes self

<opentext> Without this, all our hearing is but self-deceiving; and this is the most shameful deceit, the most dangerous deceit, and, if timely care and endeavors prevent not, an irreparable and eternal deceit: Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. (Wm. Burkitt commentary)

<opentext> To merely hear the Word, is not allowing the Word to become engrafted within us. One must allow the Word to be the guiding influence within one's life.

<opentext> The seed of life had been sown in the land; many of them had received it to their salvation; others had partially credited it, but not so as to produce in them any saving effects. Besides, they appear to have taken up with other doctrines, from which they had got no salvation; he therefore exhorts them to receive the doctrine of Christ, which would be the means of saving them unto eternal life. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> Other doctrines; the vile and evil influences that are contrary to the Word, regardless of how harmless or innocent one may "think" them to be.

<opentext> Isn't that the same lie the devil used in the garden? Oh, it won't hurt you...

<his> yes

<diligently> yes

<chosen> yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> We are here fully, though briefly, instructed concerning hearing the word of God. We are required to prepare ourselves for it (v. 21), to get rid of every corrupt affection and of every prejudice and prepossession, and to lay aside those sins which pervert the judgment and blind the mind. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<opentext> Yet, how often do we hear people say, that if God wants it that way, then He will change me?

<chosen> have heard that

<diligently> have heard that many times

<opentext> God has given us the "ultimate" virus detection and elimination program, Christ Jesus, yet, if one never takes that program, and begin to use it in accordance with the license and instructions, of what good or benefit will it be?

<his> none

<diligently> none

<chosen> none

<at-peace> little or none

<opentext> Romans 6:17, But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. KJV

<opentext> One seldom recognizes that they were a servant to sin, before they allowed Christ into their heart and their life. Now, one must become a servant to the Word.

<opentext> It was delivered to us, but it is up to the individual whether they receive it, and then put it into application within their life. God cannot force it upon us. God will not do it for us. We, the believer, has to place it into operation within our life, and then continue in it.

<opentext> Hebrews 4:2, For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. KJV

<opentext> Definition for "being mixed":

<opentext> 4786  sugkerannumi-

<opentext> 1) to mix together, to commingle 

<opentext> 2) to unite 

<opentext> a) caused the several parts to combine into an organic structure, which is the body 

<opentext> b) to unite one thing to another

<opentext> We are to be joined unto Christ, but that can only happen as one becomes a doer (one who lives the Word) of the Word, not just one who listens to the Message, but never acts upon it.

<opentext> Faith is the gift received, it is then developed by hearing, giving audience to the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ; and then allowing that Word to become an actual way of life!

<opentext> Without faith...it is impossible to please Him! Whatever is not of faith, is sin!

<opentext> What will you do with His Word this day?

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> verse to share in reference to Rom 6:17... but ye have obeyed from the heart....

<at-peace> 1Jo 5:3 KJV  For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.

<opentext> the chastening at the moment, seems to be grievous, however, when we have allowed the Word to do as it is intended within one's life, then it brings about the peace of God which passes all of the natural understanding.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<opentext> if none, then we will open the channel for fellowship
<chosen> was just reading a commentary on luke 6:46 and hearing how we are actually mocking Christ when we call Him Lord, but not doing that which we hear from Him.....

<chosen> Luke 6:46 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? (KJV)

<chosen> Luke 6:37-49  PP13 VIII. It is not enough to hear the sayings of Christ, but we must do them; not enough to profess relation to him, as his servants, but we must make conscience of obeying him.

<chosen> oops...this bit.....

<chosen> 1. It is putting an affront upon him to call him Lord, Lord, as if we were wholly at his command, and had devoted ourselves to his service, if we do not make conscience of conforming to his will and serving the interests of his kingdom. We do but mock Christ, as they that in scorn said, Hail, King of the

 Jews, if we call him ever so often Lord, Lord, and yet walk in the way of our own hearts and in the sight of our own eyes. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

<chosen> just hadnt seen that before, how we are "mocking Him", by calling Him Lord, if we are not a doer of that which we hear in His Word

<opentext> only those that "did" His will, got aboard the ark, though i am sure many thought they were one of His

<at-peace> Gal 6:7-8 KJV  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  (8)  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

