Bible Study Wednesday 24 October, 2001

<greg> Father as we go about our day today, we come before your throne of grace, seeking your guidance through your word, to lead and keep us on that strait and narrow path that leads us to eternal life through the one mediator between God and man, Christ Jesus our Lord

<greg> Luke 16:10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. (KJV)

<greg> we begin here to remind us of the simplicity of the gospel, and no matter where we are in our walk, it is important to remember things that we consider least, or not important at times

<greg> like for instance words, we get around others and sometimes the tongue may slip a bit, and we many think no big deal

<greg> and yet the word is very specific, death and life in the power of the tongue, by our words we will be justified or condemned

<greg> and let us not forget, every idle word that we speak, we will have to give account of it

<greg> another point of being faithful in the least, is our calling as well as place in the body, where Father has placed us, what He is asking of each of us, and finally will we be faithful to that calling, no matter how trivial we may think it is at times

<greg> Heb 5:12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. (KJV)

<greg> if you notice here, its the simplicity of the gospel that is missed and overlooked, and at times taken for granted

<greg> a person has a place within the body, and yet by not being faithful in the least, or the basic principles of salvation, they lose sight of what they are being asked and what they were called to do

<greg> and for whatever reason this happens, it does happen, and many times it is because we look at what God is and has done in others, and we think, what’s wrong with me

<greg> has anyone ever got down on themselves because they have looked at others and tried to imitate them instead of what Father was asking of you?

<a-c> yes

<diligently> yes, am sure i have

<greg> and did you think, well, i should be studying more, or some day when i know more of the word, Father can use me?

<a-c> yes

<diligently> yes

<greg> let me ask you this also, does one have to be a part of the fivefold ministry to be a teacher, or could our example and faithfulness speak volumes as well ?

<diligently> we should always be the example of Christ.

<a-c> our example and faithfulness does speak volumes

<greg> and would it be fair to say then, that with what we all know of the word for today, and what Father has opened to us, we truly can be an example of the believers, by being faithful with what we have been given already

<a-c> yes

<diligently> yes

<greg> John 6:9 There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they among so many? (KJV)

<greg> i bring this verse to remembrance, because at times we are like the disciples, to the outward there is not sufficient to feed the crowd, and yet the inward man is saying be faithful with what is given, and i will make it work

<greg> be faithful with what you consider is least or small, and then and only then will you be faithful in much

<greg> but we get the cart before the horse so to speak, we think we need more to be faithful, read more, hear more, and do more, rather than the simple fact of being faithful with what you have been given

<greg> John 6:11 And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. (KJV)

<greg> when he had given thanks, thanking Father that what was given was sufficient for the need, that God is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, when we allow Him to and be faithful with what He is asking, no matter how small and trivial it may seem to us

<greg> 1 Tim 6:6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.
(KJV)

<greg> and yet the simple fact can be summed up in a verse, contentment, a mind satisfied with its lot, its calling, its place within the body

<greg> the Lord himself said He goes to prepare a place for you, and though many just look at the place in heaven, we need to remember our place within the body that we have been called to, and that it was important enough to Father to send the Son to provide that opportunity 

<greg> so the question you need to ask yourself this day, am i content with the calling and place within the body God has asked of me

<greg> will we be faithful in that calling, even though it may not be the same thing as what we see others are doing

<greg> Heb 2:1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. (KJV)

<greg> and will we remember the simplicity of the gospel, keeping fresh in mind the things which we have heard, and be faithful and content with what is being asked

<greg> Luke 12:25-26  25 And which of you with taking thought can add to his stature one cubit? 26  If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, why take ye thought for the rest? (KJV)

<greg> so the simple fact of our walk, and to continue in it, as well as making progress, pressing toward the mark of the prize, is not forgetting the basic principles, the simplicity of the gospel, and learning to be content with what Father is asking of you and the place He has you in within the body

<greg> we will continue with contentment again tomorrow, any questions or comments today?

<greg> if there are none, i pray all will have a blessed and prosperous day in Christ, and keep it simple

<a-c> 1 Cor 3:5-7  5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?  6
I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.  7 So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.  (KJV)

<greg> yes, good point on being a teacher, as well as minister, we all are examples of the believers

<a-c> (charlene) heard this verse about being faithful in that which we have been given

<greg> 2 Cor 5:18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; (KJV)

<a-c> if we do that which He asks, it is His Word that goes forth and give the increase, and nothing of ourselves... being His servant as asked

<a-c> in reference to John 6:9-11

<greg> yes, His word is spirit, and it is life to those that hear
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