Bible Study Wednesday August 29, 2001

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time to gather at your throne

 that we may hear and learn from you. We thank you Father for the sacrifice of your

 Son in and on our behalf, that we might become partakers of His divine nature.

<opentext> Phil 1:2 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4 Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy,  (KJV)

<opentext> Praying for one another. Something that we should be doing, whenever God places someone in and on our heart.

<opentext> Yet, is this something that we always do?

<diligently> when Father brings them to my heart ,we do pray for them.

<chosen> try to always do that, especially when someone is on my heart....but there is probably room for improvement

<helpmate> yes, there is always room for improvement

<opentext> I find it quite interesting, that Paul is sitting in prison at the time of this letter, and yet here we find him praying for his brothers and sisters in Christ that are at Philippi.

<opentext> If one is always open to the leading of the Spirit, they will be more attentive to the needs within the body of Christ.

<opentext> Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.  (KJV)

<opentext> As we give our hearts to prayer for those within the family, it is then that we will also have this returned to us.

<opentext> With whatever measure we give of ourselves, this is the measure that will be returned to us.

<opentext> Col 1:3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints,  (KJV)

<opentext> When we are able to keep our hearts and minds in tune with that of the Spirit of God, one is then much less likely to be focusing on problems.

<opentext> Stop and think about it for a moment, how often in the gospels do we see Jesus Christ being concerned for His own welfare?

<diligently> only one time, not often

<helpmate> when He asked to let the cup pass before Him

<greg> very little

 <opentext> So we can see then that He was always listening for the guidance of the Spirit.

<opentext> This also then carries over to this area; How often is it that one thinks they are not doing enough for God?

<helpmate> sometimes

<diligently> have thought that often.

<chosen> often, when i think of what He has done for me

<opentext> Yet, as we see from the opening scriptures, here is Paul the apostle sitting in prison after many years of traveling and spreading the good news of Jesus Christ; and his concerns are for those believers that God places in and on his heart.

<opentext> Don't you think the devil may have told Paul that he was a failure now sitting in prison, rather then being out ministering to the people?

<chosen> yes

<diligently> yes

<greg> for sure

<opentext> Often times, our mindset is that we have to be doing something that**we think** is constructive, before **we think** we are being affective for God.

<opentext> Yet, if one stops and thinks about it for a moment, how effective has Paul been all of these years through the epistles that Father had him pen while in prison?

<diligently> most effective

<chosen> very

<helpmate> his best writing was while he was in prison

<diligently> he was content

<opentext> Do you think that it ever crossed Paul's mind that he would be ministering to you, some 1900+ years later?

<chosen> no

<helpmate> no

<diligently> no, am sure it did not.

<opentext> Yet, through his simple obedience, he has affected many people by this simple obedience.

<opentext> Often times we are not able to see all that Father is doing through us. Whether by a simple prayer, or whatever He may ask of us.

<opentext> Yet, if we are faithful, then He is faithful, and one must remember that if we are doing that which He has asked of us, then His Word cannot return void.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that one thinks that they are not doing enough for God?

<diligently> in the past often. not now faith.

<opentext> How do you think it seemed to Paul, that after all of those years of traveling to the different places teaching the Word, to now be sitting in prison.

<greg> he might have wondered at first what he did wrong

<chosen> discouraging at times

<diligently> am sure he cried to Father at times.

<opentext> We can not judge what Father has us doing by our reasoning or understanding. One has to be able to see through the eyes of the Spirit, and that is when we will learn to be content with whatever Father has asked of us.

<opentext> As i was praying last night, was going over what a few of the people within the body do for occupations.

<opentext> Helen directs calls and information....the same thing we should do with the Word.

<opentext> Greg delivers people to where they want to go.

<opentext> Charlene makes sure the routers are up, so that the proper information gets to where it needs to go.

<opentext> Judy waits on tables, being a servant to the desires of others.

<opentext> Steph puts up web pages, that gives people a clear picture of that which is being offered.

<opentext> In every instance, it is being a servant for God. At the time, we may not see how much Father is accomplishing through us, but it is a matter of being faithful to that which He asks of us.

<opentext> No matter how big or small the task that Father asks of us, we should do it whole-heartedly. For we never know how many it may affect over the days, months or years. (Just as Paul had no idea of how far reaching his prison epistles would be)

<opentext> Today, will you do all that Father asks of you, joyfully, no matter how trivial it may seem to you?

<helpmate> yes

<greg> yes

<chosen> yes

<diligently> yes, with a joyful heart

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

Copyright © 2001 Built Anew Ministries all rights reserved

