 Bible Study Wednesday August 22, 2001

<d-g> Heavenly Father we thank you for this day and another opportunity to come before your throne of grace, we thank you that you have blessed us with all spiritual blessings, as we seek a closer walk with you through Jesus Christ.

<opentext> Phil 1:6Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:  (KJV)

<opentext> Yesterday, we talked a bit about being confident, in the work the Lord has begun within us, the believer.

<opentext> The word confidence in this verse, means to be persuaded, to weigh the facts.

<opentext> In order to weigh the facts, to form a sound decision based in and upon God's Word, one must learn to operate within His Spirit.

<opentext> Those that fellowship or communion with God, must do so in Spirit and in truth, His Word is truth.

<opentext> The natural man, (fleshly) is not able to hear those things that are of the Spirit, for the fleshly nature is self-serving.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:14But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  (KJV)

<opentext> Jesus Christ was quite plain to tell us, that the words that He speaks to us, are both Spirit, and they are life.

<opentext> So, once we are born again, one must now learn to walk within their new nature. Thus, why the Lord says that we must come to Him as a child; so that we are able to hear Him, and learn from the counsel that He gives to us.

<opentext> Have you ever noticed, that when God talks with you about growing in a working knowledge of Him, that the flesh does not like to hear those things, but quite often wants to rebel?

<chosen> yes

<diligently> yes, the flesh does not like it.

<opentext> What one often forgets, is that for all of their life prior to being born again, one was taught to have confidence in the flesh. To trust their natural instincts. Yet, as one begins to study the Word, they begin to see that the flesh and the spirit war against one another.

<opentext> Phil 3:3For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. 4Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:  (KJV)

<opentext> Paul, in this section of Philippians, tells the people why he had so much confidence in the flesh, prior to his conversion. Yet, he had to learn to set all of this earthly ranking and knowledge aside, in order to be able to receive from God, the things that God had for Him, as He has for every believer.

<opentext> Phil 3:5Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; 6Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 7But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.  (KJV)

<opentext> All of these things that were of value to Paul in the flesh, he had to turn aside from to receive the deep things of God.

<opentext> It starts off quite simple, we are saved by grace, through faith.

<opentext> faith; the ability to hear the message delivered by the Word of God, Christ, and allowing it to become an actual way of life!

<opentext> Learning to hear that message delivered by Christ, understanding that which is spoken to us, and then allowing His counsel and instructions to become an actual way of life.

<opentext> Often times we hear that which is spoken, but then we hesitate or balk at carrying out what the Word asks of us.

<opentext> Some times it can be because one is concerned at what others might think of us.

<opentext> In your walk with God, were you ever hesitant at obeying the Word, because you were concerned at what others might think of you?

<at-peace> yes      <chosen> yes

<diligently> yes, and i was afraid of there faces at times.

<opentext> Or, what about the times that you shared something with family or friends, and they told you religion was all right, but not to get to carried away with it?

<chosen> yes

<diligently> most all times...said i had went over the edge.

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> We can see, that at that point in our walk, we were not fully persuaded or confident in that which He spoke to us; rather the natural man still had control in that area of our life.

<opentext> The more one hears the Word of God, the more they are able to see and hear, that Father always has our best interests at heart. It is when one is able to hear this, and receive this, Father's concern for us, that one is then persuaded to hear His Word, and then act upon it, regardless of what others might say or think.

<opentext> One can recall, how as Paul grew in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, that he was told that much learning had made him mad.

opentext> Yet, this did not deter Paul, but rather caused him to seek more of what Father had for him.

<opentext> Phil 3:12Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.  (KJV)

<opentext> Paul saw that there was always more for him to learn and grow in. Paul even at this stage in his walk with God (most would like to have the working knowledge of the Word that he had at this point in his life) did not claim to have all of the answers, but rather had confidence in that which the Lord had opened to him;

<opentext> and had the confidence that God would open more to him.

<opentext> How often do you have the expectation, that this day, God will reveal more of who He is to you?

 <diligently> for today we will…have not used them words.

<chosen> that’s my hearts desire, but maybe some times only hope, rather than expect

<helpmate> forget yesterday....don't think about tomorrow....now faith

<opentext> Phil 3:13Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 14I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> All too often, one is more concerned with what happened yesterday, last week or last month. As long as one is looking back, how can they maintain their walk on that strait and narrow path?

<diligently> they can not        <helpmate> can't              <chosen> cant

<opentext> Luke 9:62And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> So one must stay focused in and on that which Father is talking with us about, at this very moment. He knows that which we have need of, this day. Thus why as we talk with Him at the start of each day, that one must seek from Him the heavenly manna that will sustain us this day.

<opentext> The more one learns to talk with Father by and through Christ Jesus, the greater their confidence becomes in that which they hear from Him. 

<opentext> Today, will you hear all that He has for you, and then allow it to become a way of life for you?

<helpmate> yes              <chosen> yes                <diligently> yes

Copyright © 2001 Built Anew Ministries all rights reserved

