Bible Study Wednesday 6 February, 2002

 
One should surround themselves with those who treasure and value His Word above all else!

 

Proverbs 13:20 He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be destroyed. KJV
 

Definition for "fool": 3684 keciyl- a fool, a stupid fellow, a dullard, a simpleton, an arrogant one. (From Brown, Divers, and Briggs)
 
Definition for "companion": 7462  ra` ah- 1) to pasture, to tend, to graze, to feed  b) used of a ruler, used of a teacher (figurative) c) used of people as a flock (figurative) 2) to feed, to graze 
b) used of an idolater, of Israel as a flock (figurative) 2) to associate with, to be a friend of (the probable meaning) a) (Qal) to associate with b) (Hithpael) to be companions 3) (Piel) to be a
special friend. (From Brown, Divers, and Briggs)

How often has one heard the term, guilt by association? As one can see by the definitions, that it is talking about those that graze together, or choose friendship with the stupid, that will partake with them in and of their evil deeds. Yet, many would say that they only want to be a part of the "in crowd".
 

How can two walk together unless they are in agreement? One often forgets that one will adapt to that which surrounds them unless they stay grounded within the Word. Those with a job or occupation within the world, have to remember to do all to please Father. 

 

Evil company, evil companionship, when done as a choice of everyday life, will indeed corrupt, pull down, water down, good morals or manners. It is a daily, moment by moment choice, of where we will walk, and whom we will walk with.

 

One also must remember which wisdom they are to seek after. Christ is the power and wisdom of God. In Christ, are hid all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Yet, many will seek the wisdom of this world, and its habits, routines, and customs.


1 Corinthians 3:19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. KJV
 

Yet, how often will a person use the wisdom of this world, before seeking Father's wisdom?


[The wisdom of this world] Whether it be the pretended deep and occult wisdom of the rabbis, or the wire-drawn speculations of the Grecian philosophers, is foolishness with God; for as folly consists in spending time, strength, and pains to no purpose, so these may be fitly termed fools who acquire no saving knowledge by their speculations. And is not this the case with the major part of all that is called philosophy, even in the present day? Has one soul been made wise unto salvation through it? Are our most eminent philosophers either pious or useful men? Who of them is meek, gentle, and humble! Who of them directs his researches so as to meliorate the moral condition of his fellow creatures? Pride, insolence, self-conceit, and complacency, with a general forgetfulness of God, contempt for his word, and despite for the poor, are their general characteristics. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

1 Corinthians 2:6-7 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: 7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: KJV

[We speak wisdom among them that are perfect] among those that are perfect, we are to understand Christians of the highest knowledge and attainments-- those who were fully instructed in the knowledge of God through Christ Jesus. Nothing, in the judgment of Paul, deserved the name of wisdom but this. And though he apologizes for his not coming to them with excellency of speech or wisdom, yet he means what was reputed wisdom among the Greeks, and which, in the sight of God, was mere folly when compared with that wisdom that came from
above. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

Those Christians that are mature in the Word; that is, those that are on the meat of the Word, and not on the milk of the Word. The habits or traits that one developed prior to Christ, had become a way of life. They had become what one was accustomed to, they had become a way of life, which was based on the wisdom of this world. 

 

 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka

Copyright © 2002 Built Anew Ministries All Rights Reserved

