Bible Study Wednesday 28 November 2001

 

A house that is divided (one that is having an identity crisis) will fall! Each and every day, one must make a cognizant choice of whom they will serve.

 

Joshua 24:14-15 Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD. 15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. (KJV)

 

    It is so easy for the flesh to become caught up in the traditions and doctrines of man, rather than separating oneself from them, and clinging to and adhering to the Word of God. The flesh likes to be popular; it likes to have the praise and accolades of its fellow man.

 

    Those that worship the Father, must do so in Spirit and in truth, this is the fellowship that Father seeks. One must have a sincere and healthy respect for God and His Word, for this relationship to be maintained.

 

    Paul tells us to renew our minds daily within the Word. That we should be praying or talking with God without ceasing. It needs to be a constant communication with Him as there should be no room for the wrong thoughts or imaginations to infiltrate one's mind.

 

    Let's look at a few of Adam Clarkes' comments on Joshua 24:14-15.

 
[Fear the Lord] Reverence him as the sole object of your religious worship.
[Serve him] Perform his will by obeying his commands.

[In sincerity] Having your whole heart engaged in his worship.

[And in truth] According to the directions he has given you in his infallible word.

How astonishing is this, that, after all God had done for them, and all the miracles they had seen, there should still be found among them both idols and idolaters! That it was so we have the fullest evidence, both here and in <Josh. 24:23; Amos 5:26>; and in <Acts 7:41>. But what excuse can be made for such stupid, not to say brutish, blindness? Probably they thought they could the better represent the divine nature by using symbols and images and perhaps they professed to worship God through the medium of these. At least this is what has been alleged in behalf of a gross class of Christians who are notorious for image worship. But on such conduct God will never look with any allowance, where he has given his word and testimony.

[Choose you this day whom ye will serve] Joshua well knew that all service that was not free and voluntary could be only deceit and hypocrisy, and that God loveth a cheerful giver. He therefore calls upon the people to make their choice, for God himself would not force them-- they must serve him with all their heart if they served him at all. As for himself and family, he shows them that their choice was already fixed, for they had taken YAHWEH for their portion. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

    Who or what are you standing in agreement with this day?

 

Your brother in Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ.

 

Larry Gazelka
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