Bible Study Wednesday 26 December, 2001


 
How valuable is this “gift” of God to you?

Matthew 13:45-46 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: 46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. KJV

     The meaning of this parable is the same with the other; and both were spoken to impress more forcibly this great truth on the souls of the people:-- eternal salvation from sin and its consequences is the supreme good of man, should be sought after above all things, and prized beyond all that God has made. Those merchants who compass sea and land for temporal gain, condemn the slothfulness of the majority of those called Christians, who, though they confess that this salvation is the most certain and the most excellent of all treasures, yet seek worldly possessions in preference to it! Alas, for him who expects to find anything more amiable than God, more worthy to fill his heart, and more capable of making him happy! (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

Ecclesiastes 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. (KJV)

 

    How often is it that one takes this gift of God, salvation for granted? Do you treasure it above all else that you have or possess? How valuable is it to you? How often is it that you will place other things as more valuable than it?

 

    Paul talks about it in a very interesting way.

 

Philippians 3:8-9 Nay, I even reckon all things as pure loss because of the priceless privilege of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. And for His sake I have suffered the loss of everything, and reckon it all as mere refuse, in order that I may win Christ and be found in union with Him, 9 not having a righteousness of my own, derived from the Law, but that which arises from faith in Christ--the righteousness which comes from God through faith. (Weymouth translation)

  

     Here he speaks of all things, all worldly enjoyments and mere outward privileges whatsoever, things of a like kind or any other kind which could stand in competition with Christ for the throne in his heart, or pretend to merit and desert. There he had said that he did count them but loss; but it might be asked, "Did he continue still in the same mind, did he not repent his renouncing them?" No, now he speaks in the present tense: Yea doubtless, I do count them but loss. But it may be said, "It is easy to say so; but what would he do when he came to the trial?" Why he tells us that he had himself practised according to this estimate of the case: For whom I have suffered the loss of all things. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

 [Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but loss] Not only those things which he had just specified, and which he had himself possessed, he says he would be willing to renounce in order to obtain an interest in the Saviour, but everything which could be imagined. Were all the wealth and honor which could be conceived of his, he would be willing to renounce them in order that he might obtain the knowledge of the Redeemer. He would be a gainer who should sacrifice everything in order to win Christ. Paul had not only acted on this principle when he became a Christian, but had ever afterward continued to be ready to give up everything in order that he might obtain an interest in the Saviour. (From Barnes’ Notes)

    How many things are there that we place more value in and on, than the gift of God? How often is it that one will place more value on their job, or possessions than they will on their relationship with Father?

    

Your brother in Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ.

 

Larry Gazelka
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