Bible Study Wednesday 20 March, 2002

The love of God and the love of earthly things are incompatible. If you give place to the love of the world, the love of God cannot dwell in you; and if you have not his love, you can have no peace, no holiness, no heaven. (From Adam Clarke Commentary 1John 2:15)

Romans 5:5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. KJV

It is the love of God, which should be shed abroad in our hearts, by the Holy Ghost. This love is not compatible with, it cannot coexist with, that love which the world offers. Friendship with the world, is enmity (hate, hostility, or antagonism) with God.

 

[And hope maketh not ashamed] A hope that is not rationally founded will have its expectation cut off; and then shame and confusion will be the portion of its possessor. But our hope is of a different kind; it is founded on the goodness and truth of God; and our religious experience shows us that we have not misapplied it; nor exercised it on wrong or improper objects. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Yet, how often does one look for their affirmation from the world, rather than from God? Would it be enough for you, to hear that you have done well in His eyes?

 

Romans 8:14-15 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. KJV

 

Learning to live and operate in God’s love. We all have been taught in the past, to live and operate in the love of this world. Now, one has to learn to live and operate within God’s realm. One must remember that God is a Spirit, and those that have communion or fellowship with Him, must do so on His terms and conditions, which are governed by His Spirit, established by the truth of His Word.

 

No man who does not have divine assistance can either find the way to heaven, or walk in it when found. As Christ, by his sacrificial offering, has opened the kingdom of God to all believers; and, as a Mediator, transacts the concerns of their kingdom before the throne; so the Spirit of God is the great agent here below, to enlighten, quicken, strengthen, and guide the true disciples of Christ; and all that are born of this Spirit are led and guided by it; and none can pretend to be the children of God who are not thus guided. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

There is no way to the Father, nor any other way to maintain fellowship with the Father, than by and through Christ Jesus.

 

A better rendering would be: the [state of mind that belongs to slavery and the state of mind that belongs to adoption]. The outcome of the former is fear; the outcome of the latter the ability to pray and to address God as Father. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

1 John 4:19-20 We love him, because he first loved us. 20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? KJV

 

1.  We love him because we “find” He has loved us. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Those that sincerely seek Him, shall find Him. Ask, and salvation is given; seek and you will find the mystery which brings one into the family of God; then you can ask anything according to His will, and He will supply all of your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

 

2.  We love him from a sense of obligation and gratitude. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

We love Him out of personal choice and decision. It is something that one does willingly.

 

3. We love him from the influence of his own love; from his love shed abroad in our hearts our love to him proceeds. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Our love for our brethren, a visible thing, proves our love for God, an invisible entity. It is easy to say piously, "I love God"; John says that real piety is shown in brotherly love. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

If one cannot understand or somewhat comprehend God’s love, how can one expect to receive or return His love, either to Him, or to their fellow man, who is created in Their image, and after Their likeness?

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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