Bible Study Wednesday 20 February, 2002

Does one always want to hear and follow the truth?

Romans 10:2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. KJV

What one often forgets, is that the only wisdom and knowledge that is of any consequence to God, is that which is from Him. It is in Christ, that are hid all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
Colossians 2:2-3 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; 3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. KJV
Orthodoxy without love is sterile, and love apart from truth becomes "mush"; but together they issue in spiritual apprehension, knowledge of the mystery of God. If there is a secret, Paul says, Christ is it- Christ as the embodiment of God's wisdom, Christ as the sole mediator of God's gifts to men (cf. <Prov 2:3-9>). (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

Thus, why we can see that the Lord told us that we need to love God with all of our being, not just bits and pieces. And thus, why the Word tells us that a house divided will fall. There cannot be division of thought and purpose within us, that is the person, the individual. It is when we seek Him with all of our heart, that we will find Him.
[In whom] Margin, "wherein." The more correct translation is "in whom." The reference is doubtless to Christ, as his name is the immediate antecedent, and as what is affirmed here properly appertains to him.

[Are hid] Like treasures that are concealed or garnered up. It does not mean that none of those "treasures" had been developed; but that, so to speak, Christ, as Mediator, was the great treasure-house where were to be found all the wisdom and knowledge needful for people.
[All the treasures] It is common to compare any thing valuable with "treasures" of silver or gold. The idea here is, that in reference to the wisdom and knowledge needful for us, Christ is what abundant treasures are in reference to the supply of our wants.

[Wisdom] The wisdom needful for our salvation. (From Barnes' Notes)
1 Corinthians 1:24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. KJV

 

To those that are called; that is, those that have been invited, responded to the invitation, and then showed up on time. Just because one receives an invitation, does not mean that they will get there, or get in. The five foolish virgins had started out, but slept through the call to enter, (Matthew 25). Just as in Matthew 22, there were many invited, but many were too busy to hear or respond to the invitation, and still others who thought they could show up as they pleased. Prime examples of the wrong zeal for God, because of wrong wisdom and knowledge listened to.


[And knowledge] The knowledge which is requisite to guide us in the way to life. Christ is able to instruct us in all that it is desirable for us to know, so that it is not necessary for us to apply to philosophy, or to the teachings of human beings. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

[In whom are hid] Or rather in which; refering to the mystery mentioned above. In this glorious scheme of Christianity all the treasures-- the abundance and excellency, of wisdom and knowledge are contained. No scheme of salvation, or divine knowledge, ever equalled in its depth and excellency the Gospel plan. A scheme which the wisdom of God alone could devise, and which his power and infinite mercy alone could accomplish. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

There is a fulness of wisdom in him, as he has perfectly revealed the will of God to mankind. Observe, The treasures of wisdom are hidden not from us, but for us, in Christ. Those who would be wise and knowing must make application to Christ. We must spend upon the stock which is laid up for us in him, and draw from the treasures which are hidden in him. He is the wisdom of God, and is of God made unto us wisdom, etc., <1 Cor. 1:24,30>. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

1 Corinthians 2:9-10 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. KJV

 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka

Copyright © 2002 Built Anew Ministries All Rights Reserved

