Bible Study Wednesday 16 January, 2002
 


The habits one developed before Christ, made a person the slave to sin.

 

Definition for "slave": one under the power of a habit or a vice; one mentally enslaved to the will of another.

 

John 17:14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. KJV

 It is implied that one reason is because they had received the word of God as it was sent them by the hand of Christ, when the greatest part of the world rejected it, and set themselves against those who were the preachers and professors of it. Note, Those that receive Christ's good will and good word must expect the world's ill will and ill word. Gospel ministers have been in a particular manner hated by the world, because they call men out of the world, and separate them from it, and teach them not to conform to it, and so condemn the world. (From Matthew Henry’s Commentary)

  

Those to whom the word of Christ comes in power are not of the world, for it has this effect upon all that receive it in the love of it that it weans them from the wealth of the world, and turns them against the wickedness of the world, and therefore the world bears them a grudge. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

Coming out from among them and being separate from them (all of the wrong influences).


2 Corinthians 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, KJV

Definition for "come out": 1831  exerchomai- 1) to go or to come forth of, with mention of the place out of which one goes, or the point from which he departs  1) used of those who leave a place of their own accord  2) used of those who are expelled or cast out  2) metaphorically: a) to go out of an assembly, that is, to forsake it b) to come forth from physically, to arise from, to be born of c) to go forth from one's power, to escape from it in safety.

 

To come out from, the bad habits.

 

To come out from, the bad influences.

 

To come out from, the wrong crowds.

 

To come out from, the wrong assemblies.

 

Definition for "be ye separate":  873 aphorizo- to mark off from others by boundaries, to limit, to separate a) in a bad sense: to exclude as disreputable b) in a good sense: to appoint, set apart for some purpose.

[Wherefore come out from among them] Is it not plain from this and the following verse that God would be their God only on the ground of their taking him for such, and that this depended on their being separated from the works and workers of iniquity? for God could not inhabit in them if they had concord with Belial, a portion with infidels, etc. Those who will have the promises of God fulfilled to them must come under the conditions of these promises: if they are not separate-- if they touch the unclean thing, God will not receive them; and therefore will not be their God, nor shall they be his people. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

Just as Paul tells us to mark those who causes divisions and offenses that are contrary to the doctrine of Christ. To set boundaries (that strait and narrow path), that if one knows that they cross, will cause them to go from life to death.


Isaiah 43:18-19 Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old. 19 Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. KJV

 "Remember not the former things, from them to take occasion, as some do, to undervalue the present things, as if the former days were better than these; no, you may, if you will, comparatively forget them, and yet know enough by the events of your own day to convince you that the Lord is God alone; for, behold, the Lord will do a new thing, no way inferior, both for the wonder and the worth of the mercy, to the things of old." (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

Today, being that "new" creation in Christ! Old things are passed away, dead and buried. All things become new in Christ if one will allow Him to abide in them!

 

Your brother in Him,
In the service of Jesus Christ.

 

Larry Gazelka
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