Bible study Wednesday 13 March 2002

 

His commandments are an authoritative prescription for spiritual and physical well being!

3 John 2 Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth. KJV

Definition for “prosper”: 1) to grant a prosperous and expeditious journey, to lead by a direct and easy way 2) to grant a successful issue, to cause to prosper 3) to prosper, to be successful.

 

The apostle's good opinion of his friend, that his soul prospered. There is such a thing as soul-prosperity-- the greatest blessing on this side heaven. This supposes regeneration, and an inward fund of spiritual life; this stock is increasing, and, while spiritual treasures are advancing, the soul is in a fair way to the kingdom of glory. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

The “strait and narrow path” can only be navigated by one allowing the light of the glorious gospel of Christ to illuminate one’s steps, so that they may have clear directions. A renewed mind (one renewed by and through God’s Word) will give a person the proper instructions for staying within the boundaries of the authoritative prescription for spiritual well being.

One often forgets, that though by physical observation, that it seemed that Jesus Christ did not possess much, yet He was able to do and accomplish all that the Father asked of Him. This is the example that each and every believer should be following, walking by faith, and not by sight.

 

Definition for “health”: from 5199; to have sound health, i.e. be well (in body); figuratively, to be uncorrupt (true in doctrine): 1) to be sound, to be well, to be in good health 2) metaphorically:  a) used of Christians whose opinions are free from any mixture of error.

 

Note, that one definition is to be “uncorrupted,” that is, true in doctrine.

 

1 Timothy 6:3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; KJV

 

Healing doctrines-- doctrines which give nourishment and health to the soul, which is the true character of all the doctrines taught by our Lord Jesus Christ; doctrines which are according to godliness-- securing as amply the honour and glory of God, as they do the peace, happiness, and final salvation of man. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Not seeking that which has been corrupted, as Paul addresses in the following verse.

 

2 Corinthians 2:17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ. KJV

Paul's testimony is that he does not, like many (the false teachers mentioned in <2 Cor 11:4,12-15>), corrupt ([kapeleuo], meaning "to trade in, peddle, huckster" —Arndt) the word of God. Paul's sincerity is evident in its (1) origin —of God; (2) manifestation —in the sight of God; (3) sphere of action —speak we in Christ. (From Wycliffe Commentary) 

 

[For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God] God has made us sufficient for these things by giving us his own pure doctrine, the ministry of reconciliation, which we conscientiously preserve and preach; and we act, not like many among you, who, having received that doctrine, corrupt it; mingling with it their own inventions, and explaining away its force and influence, so as to accommodate it to men of carnal minds. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Anything other than the pure Word of God, will alter the authoritative prescription. It will alter the instructions, as well as alter or pervert the ingredients. Thus, why we are told to study for God’s approval. That we are to rightly divide the Word of truth. This can only be accomplished if one has the Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9) and continues to walk in the Spirit.

 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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