Bible Study Wednesday 13 February, 2002

As a new creation in Christ, one’s desires or cravings should change from the fleshly, to the spiritual.

Ephesians 2:1-3 To you Gentiles also, who were dead through your offences and sins, 2 which were once habitual to you while you walked in the ways of this world and obeyed the Prince of the powers of the air, the spirits that are now at work in the hearts of the sons of disobedience--to you God has given Life. 3 Among them all of us also formerly passed our lives, governed by the inclinations of our lower natures, indulging the cravings of those natures and of our own thoughts, and were in our original state deserving of anger like all others. (Weymouth translation)

The habits or ways of this world are very quick to disorient one from the proper path or direction they should be going. Those that are in the flesh, cannot please God.

 

Romans 8:8 And those whose hearts are absorbed in earthly things cannot please God. (Weymouth translation)

 

Those are meant here who follow fleshly appetites and desires, and who are not led by the Spirit of God. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Spiritual death is made the equivalent of the mind-set of the flesh. Life and peace are equated with the mind-set of the Spirit. 7,8. The mindset of the flesh is hostile to God, unwilling to subject itself to his law. Persons with such a nature cannot please God. (From Wycliffe Commentary)
How often has one allowed these (those things which were once habitual to you while you walked in the ways of this world) to be the rule and way of life, rather than God and His Word?


Proverbs 16:25 There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death. KJV

 

[There is a way which seemeth right unto a man] This may be his easily besetting sin, the sin of his constitution, the sin of his trade. Or it may be his own false views of religion: he may have an imperfect repentance, a false faith, a very false creed; and he may persuade himself that he is in the direct way to heaven. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

We have here an account of the way and end of a great many self-deluded souls. Their way is seemingly fair: It seems right to themselves; they please themselves with a fancy that they are as they should be, that their opinions and practices are good, and such as will bear them out. The way of ignorance and carelessness, the way of worldliness and earthly-mindedness, the way of sensuality and flesh-pleasing, seem right to those that walk in them, much more the way of hypocrisy in religion, external performances, partial reformations, and blind zeal; this they imagine will bring them to heaven; they flatter themselves in their own eyes that all will be well at last. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

[A way ...] The way of the fool, the way of self-indulgence and self-will. (From Barnes' Notes)
How often did one seek the counsel of this world, rather than counsel from He who created the world?


Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: KJV

 

People can deny Him and His existence all they want, however, He cannot, nor will not deny Himself. Will your attitudes and actions place you for or against God?

 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka

Copyright © 2002 Built Anew Ministries All Rights Reserved

