Bible Study Tuesday 26 March, 2002 


Without hearing and obeying the Message delivered by the Word of God, Christ; it is impossible to please Him.

James 2:26 For just as a human body without a spirit is lifeless, so also faith is lifeless if it is unaccompanied by obedience. (Weymouth translation)

Many talk about the Word; many will constantly make reference to the Word; but their life never has any corresponding actions. Faith, without obedience and corresponding action, results in a lack and eventually loss of spiritual life, the end result being spiritual death. One must live in compliance with His Word to be pleasing to Him, and to be accepted by Him. 

 

Where true faith is, there is God; his Spirit gives life, and his love affords motives to righteous actions. The use of any divine principle leads to its increase. The more a man exercises faith in Christ the more he is enabled to believe; the more he believes, the more he receives; and the more he receives the more able he is to work for God. Obedience is his delight, because love to God and man is the element in which his soul lives. Reader, thou professest to believe; show thy faith, both to God and man, by a life conformed to the royal law, which ever gives liberty and confers dignity. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

As Clarke says, “The use of any divine principle leads to its increase.” The more one adheres to the authoritative prescription, and complies with all of its requirements, the more it leads one into that proper relationship with Father; the more conformed to His image one becomes.

 

We may learn, then, from the whole doctrine of the New Testament on the subject, that unless we believe in the Lord Jesus we cannot be justified before God; and that unless our faith is of that kind which will produce holy living, it has no more of the characteristics of true religion than a dead body has of a living man. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

James 2:14 What good is it, my brethren, if a man professes to have faith, and yet his actions do not correspond? Can such faith save him? (Weymouth Translation)

 

We are told to come and follow Him. Yet, all too often, we only want to pick and choose those things which we see in His life that we want to imitate and ignore the rest.

 

James 2:17 So also faith, if it is unaccompanied by obedience, has no life in it--so long as it stands alone. (Weymouth translation)

 

A faith that does not concern itself, by active participation, in the needs of others is not faith at all. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

Being a partaker of His divine nature, is to learn obedience to Father in all things, not just those things which are pleasing to self. What does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses his soul? The heavenly manna and the living waters are what people need to live; for without Him, there is no life, regardless of what the world says.

 

We are too apt to rest in a bare profession of faith, and to think that this will save us; it is a cheap and easy religion to say, "We believe the articles of the Christian faith;" but it is a great delusion to imagine that this is enough to bring us to heaven. Those who argue thus wrong God, and put a cheat upon their own souls; a mock-faith is as hateful as mock-charity, and both show a heart dead to all real godliness. You may as soon take pleasure in a dead body, void of soul, or sense, or action, as God take pleasure in a dead faith, where there are no works. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

James 2:20 But, idle boaster, are you willing to be taught how it is that faith apart from obedience is worthless? (Weymouth translation)

 

The corresponding actions to faith, is obedience. The Word tells us that to obey, is better than sacrifice. Yet, how often does one think or say to God, telling Him all that we have done or said for His kingdom, and yet one’s life does not correlate or correspond to His Word? 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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