Bible study Tuesday 26 February 2002

People will say they are following the truth, and yet live a life that contradicts His Word.

Luke 6:46 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? KJV

Jesus Christ tells us, "If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love." Yet, many will take someone else's word for what they think His commandments are. One will walk in and follow man's commandments, before they will hear the instruction of the Lord.

[He that walketh with wise men shall be wise] To walk with a person implies love and attachment; and it is impossible not to imitate those we love. So we say, "Show me his company, and I'll tell you the man." Let me know the company he keeps, and I shall easily guess his moral character. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

John 12:49-50 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. KJV

How much of what a person says and speaks, is that which they have heard from the Father? Jesus Christ tells us that we are to know the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom He sent. Unless one knows His Word, by being led and taught by His Spirit, how can they maintain a right relationship with Him?

[For I have not spoken of myself] I have not spoken for my secular interest: I have not aimed at making any gain of you: I have not set up myself as your teachers in general do, to be supported by my disciples, and to be credited on my own testimony. I have taught you, not the things of men, but the deep, everlasting truths of God. As his envoy, I came to you; and his truth only I proclaim. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

How often when we speak, does a person have their own interests at the forefront of their mind? Is all that we say and do, so that those around us might know the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom He sent?

Christ is the power and wisdom of God to those that believe. The key is, that one must believe in God's plan, not man's. One must be a follower of Christ, and therefore must rely in and on the power and wisdom of God.
Jesus Christ set the example for us to follow. Jesus Christ spoke those things which He heard Father speak. Yet, how many people will say that they do not hear God, or even that it is not for us to hear God? Why would Jesus Christ ask us to do something that would be impossible for us to do? Does He not say that His sheep will hear His voice?

Jesus Christ tells us plainly: "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me." If one can not hear His voice, how will they know when they should open the door for Him, or how will they know who is at the door?

It seems that lukewarmness and indifference will mark the church at the end of the age, particularly indifference as to the great doctrines of the faith and unwillingness to defend them. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

It is when one is indifferent to His voice, indifferent to His call, that they become attached to the world and its ways. People want to follow the leading and flow of society, rather than to adhere to the things that God asks of His people. If one will recall that Isaiah tells us that the watchmen are dumb dogs, that will not call out the warning to the people. It is all a matter of who one is following, who they are listening to.

In the service of Jesus Christ,
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