Bible Study Tuesday 19 February, 2002

It is the truth (John 17:17, His Word is truth) that will set a person free, and keep them free, if they continue in it.

 

One often forgets in their walk with God, that He is the way, which is established by the truth of God's Word, it is following this example that is able to lead a person to eternal life. Yet, how often is it that one will follow after what people say or think the Word says, and never take the time to see exactly what God's Word has to say?

 

John 1:17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. KJV

 

The law of Moses, however excellent in itself, was little in comparison of the Gospel: as it proceeded from the justice and holiness of God, and was intended to convict men of sin, that the way of the Gospel might be the better prepared, it was a law of rigour, condemnation, and death. It was a law of shadows, types, and figures: and incapable of expiating sin by its sacrifices. But Christ has brought that grace which is opposed to condemnation: (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

[Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ] A system of religion full of favors, and the "true" system, was revealed by him. The old system was one of "law," and "shadows," and "burdensome rites;" "this" was full of mercy to mankind, and was true in all things. We may learn from these verses: 
 1. that all our mercies come from Jesus Christ. 

 2. "All true believers receive from Christ's fulness; the best and greatest saints cannot live without him, the meanest and weakest may live by him. This excludes proud boasting that we have nothing but `we have received it, ' and silenceth perplexing fears that we want nothing but `we may receive it. '" (From Barnes' Notes)


John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. KJV

 

It is by this grace, made plain by the truth that one is able to hear, see and participate in this same relationship with the Father, that Jesus Christ was able to. Becoming a partaker of His divine nature, so that we can be fellow heirs with Him.


Ephesians 3:6-7 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: 7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power. KJV

 

It is easy for a person to follow ideas and opinions. This is why each and every believer must study the Word seeking God's approval. As one seeks God with all of their heart, He will lead them and guide them into all of the truth of His Word by His Holy Spirit.

 

As Paul tells us:

 

Romans 16:17-18 But I beseech you, brethren, to keep a watch on those who are causing the divisions among you, and are leading others into sin, in defiance of the instruction which you have received; and habitually to shun them. 18 For men of that stamp are not bondservants of Christ our Lord, but are slaves to their own appetites; and by their plausible words and their flattery they utterly deceive the minds of the simple. (Weymouth translation)

    

 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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