Bible Study Tuesday 15 January, 2002
 

For years, one being away from or outside of God’s realm and kingdom, one had the tendency or nature to conform to the world and its standards.

 

Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. KJV

 

Definition for "conformed to": 4964 suschematizo- to conform oneself (that is, one's mind and character) to another's pattern, (fashion oneself according to). (Thayer's)

 

Sounds a lot like the forming of a habit, doesn't it? Yet, without Christ in one's life, how much or long did one allow what other people thought or said, to cause one to conform to, or fashion themselves after the world's standards?


Deuteronomy 18:9 When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations. KJV

 

One would not think there had been so much need as it seems there was to arm the people of Israel against the infection of the idolatrous customs of the Canaanites. Was it possible that a people so blessed with divine institutions should ever admit the brutish and barbarous inventions of men and devils? Were they in any danger of making those their tutors and directors in religion whom God had made their captives and tributaries? It seems they were in danger, and therefore, after many similar cautions, they are here charged not to do after the abominations of those nations, v. 9. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

Using arts of divination, to get the unnecessary knowledge of things to come, enchantments, witchcrafts, charms, etc., by which the power and knowledge peculiar to God were attributed to the devil, to the great reproach both of God's counsels and of his providence, v. 10, 11. One would wonder that such arts and works of darkness, so senseless and absurd, so impious and profane, could be found in a country where divine revelation shone so clearly; yet we find remains of them even where Christ's holy religion is known and professed; such are the powers and policies of the rulers of the darkness of this world. But let those give heed to fortune-tellers, or go to wizards for the discovery of things secret, that use spells for the cure of diseases, are in any league or acquaintance with familiar spirits, or form a confederacy with those that are-- let them know that they can have no fellowship with God while thus they have fellowship with devils. It is amazing to think that there should by any pretenders of this kind in such a land and day of light as we live in. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

How often does one hear, "but everyone else is doing it?" Horoscopes, fables, superstitions; should these be in a Christians daily, weekly, monthly, or yearly routine? The previous examples are quite blunt and plain, but what other habits or traits have infiltrated your life? Are these one's that one would never give thought to unless one takes the time to read and heed His Word?

 

Your brother in Him,
In the service of Jesus Christ.

 

Larry Gazelka
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