Bible Study Tuesday 12 March, 2002

 

We are often quick to tell God that we are one of His, or that we are abiding in Him. Yet, if one is not hearing and obeying (living) His Word, can this be true?

 

John 15:10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. KJV

 

Definition for ye keep: 5083 tereo (tay-reh'-o); from teros (a watch; perhaps akin to 2334); to guard (from loss or injury, properly, by keeping the eye upon; and thus differing from 5442, which is properly to prevent escaping; and from 2892, which implies a fortress or full military lines of apparatus),

 

Definition for ye keep: i.e. to note (a prophecy; figuratively, to fulfil a command); by implication, to detain (in custody; figuratively, to maintain); by extension, to withhold. 

 

Definition for ye keep: to attend to carefully, to take care of  a) to guard  b) metaphorically, to keep, one in the state in which he is  c) to observe  d) to reserve: to undergo something.

 

Now be honest, when you are told to keep His Word or commandments, do you really think of it as guarding the authoritative prescription that He presented to you? 

 

Proverbs 4:20-23 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. KJV

 

(1.) We must receive them readily: "Incline thy ear to them (v. 20); humbly bow to them; diligently listen to them." The attentive hearing of the word of God is a good sign of a work of grace begun in the heart and a good means of carrying it on. It is to be hoped that those are resolved to do their duty who are inclined to know it.

(2.) we must retain them carefully (v. 21); we must lay them before us as our rule: "Let them not depart from thy eyes; view them, review them, and in every thing aim to conform to them. " We must lodge them within us, as a commanding principle, the influences of which are diffused throughout the whole man: "Keep them in the midst of thy heart, as things dear to thee, and which thou art afraid of losing." Let the word of God be written in the heart, and that which is written there will remain. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

If the Word is to you, as the pearl of great price, then one will guard it. Then one will protect it and do all within their ability to make it their most prized possession.

 

If you were sick, and death was sure to be there, except that you had a medicine that said, that if you take every four hours, for the next week, total health would be restored. How quick would you be to follow those instructions, as well as guard that medicine, to make sure it was available until your health was restored?

 

This is why one must treasure His Word above all else and keep it from being stolen or taken away from us. One has to continue or abide in it on a moment-by-moment basis, allowing the restoration to continue, until the day we get home.

 

Jesus Christ shows us this plainly within the verse in John, that if we keep His authoritative prescription, and guard it as a prized possession, that we will be able to abide or remain in the Father’s love. He tells us to do this just as He did, and eternal life with Him is what will be the final outcome.

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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