Bible Study Tuesday 12 February, 2002

To put off, or to rid yourself of all of the habits which are or can be detrimental to your spiritual health or well-being.

Colossians 3:8 But now you must rid yourselves of every kind of sin--angry and passionate outbreaks, ill-will, evil speaking, foul-mouthed abuse--so that these may never soil your lips. (Weymouth translation)

How often do we look to God, or someone else, to rid us of our bad habits or sin? How often does one want to blame God or someone else for all of our shortcomings?

 

Learning to walk away from those things, or people who are displeasing to God. Evil communications does indeed pull down, spoil, ruin good conduct or character. The choice of what one will allow into their life: His Word is Spirit, and it is life; the devil comes but to steal, kill and destroy.


Hebrews 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, KJV

 

[Let us lay aside every weight] As those who ran in the Olympic races would throw aside everything that might impede them in their course; so Christians, professing to go to heaven, must throw aside everything that might hinder them in their Christian race. Whatever weighs down our hearts or affections to earth and sense is to be carefully avoided; for no man, with the love of the world in his heart, can ever reach the kingdom of heaven. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

How often does one rationalize; "but it is such a little sin!" One should not forget what the wages or payment for sin is!

 

The well circumstanced sin; that which has everything in its favour, time, and place, and opportunity; the heart and the object; and a sin in which all these things frequently occur, and consequently the transgression is frequently committed. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

By placing oneself into the proximity of the sin, one places the temptation directly in front of themselves. Often times this is done out of a habit, or a routine, or even a custom or tradition. To please people or the flesh, is eternity worth the risk?

 

As applied to Christians it means that they should remove all which would obstruct their progress in the Christian course. Thus, it is fair to apply it to whatever would be an impediment in our efforts to win the crown of life. It is not the same thing in all persons. In one it may be pride; in another vanity; in another worldliness; in another a violent and almost ungovernable temper; in another a corrupt imagination; in another a heavy, leaden, insensible heart; in another some improper and unholy attachment. Whatever it may be, we are exhorted to lay it aside, and this general direction may be applied to anything which prevents our making the highest possible attainment in the divine life. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Every weight, that is, all inordinate affection and concern for the body, and the present life and world. Inordinate care for the present life, or fondness for it, is a dead weight upon the soul, that pulls it down when it should ascend upwards, and pulls it back when it should press forward; it makes duty and difficulties harder and heavier than they would be. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Would you ever think of trying to row a boat with a large anchor dragging the bottom of the lake or ocean? Yet, this is often what one does, in trying to drag around their habits, customs or such, which are sin.

 

Every weight. The superfluous and unnecessary that might hinder must be cast aside. Each individual must decide what is superfluous. But what is clearly sin allows of no individual choice; it must be cast aside immediately upon recognition, as it springs from its ambush to entrap ([euperistatos], "to ambush, to encircle, to entrap") the unwary. This kind of sin would impede our running, or slow us down; so away with it. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

James 1:21-22 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. KJV

 

[Superfluity of naughtiness]. The overflowing of wickedness. Perhaps there is an allusion here to the part cut off in circumcision, which was the emblem of impure desire; and to lessen that propensity, God, in his mercy, enacted this rite. Put all these evil dispositions aside, for they blind the soul, and render it incapable of receiving any good, even from that ingrafted word of God which otherwise would have saved their souls. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

1 Peter 2:1-2 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: KJV      

 

Learning to be totally dependent upon Father, by the access one has been granted by and through Christ Jesus. What are you feeding on this day, the pure milk of the Word, or a cheap imitation?

 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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