Bible Study Tuesday 11 December 2001 


                                                               

Dying to self! I must decrease, that He might increase within my life. Easy for most people to say, but quite another thing for one to become a diligent doer of His Word.

 

Philippians 3:13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, KJV

 

 Forgetting those things that are behind! We all sin and fall short of the glory of God. We all can look back and think that we should have done this, or that we could have done that. The key is to ask Father's forgiveness, leave it all in the past dead and buried, and now today, live to the best of your ability, to the honor and glory of God.

 

 Allowing the Word (faith) to develop and grow within us, so that more and more of Christ shines forth each day. Allowing His Word to have the dominate place within our lives.

 

 [Forgetting those things which are behind] My conduct is not regulated nor influenced by that of others; I consider my calling, my Master, my work, and my end. If others think they have time to loiter or trifle, I have none: time is flying; eternity is at hand; and my all is at stake. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

 Is your life influenced and regulated by what others are saying and doing? Jesus Christ is who should be Lord of our life. And this is the place that we must all strive for.

 

 [Reaching forth] The Greek word epekteinomenos (grk 1901) points out the strong exertions made in the race; every muscle and nerve is exerted, and he puts forth every particle of his strength in running. He was running for life, and running for his life. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

 Striving to enter in at that strait and narrow gate, with every bit of ability that is within us. Is the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus your chief goal this day?

Your brother in Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ.
 

Larry Gazelka
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