Bible Study Thursday September 27, 2001

<at-peace> Heavenly Father, we come before you with praise and thanksgiving for this day, this time of fellowship, and so great a salvation you have blessed each of us with.. We pray that it would be your will that works within us, thru us, and for us this day, and thank you for all that you have prepared for us, that would keep and sustain each of us through this day, that all we do and say may be to your praise and glory, with thanksgiving through Jesus Christ our Lord

<d-g> Matt 7:13Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. (KJV)

<d-g> all this week the discussion has been centered on the good fight of faith, laying hold on eternal life, and the Lord was very specific to point out, the He is the way, the truth, and the life

<d-g> so that we would also lay hold, seize and grab on to this word of life, to follow the same example He set, which will lead to eternal life

<d-g> a strait and narrow path, and you will find that one of the definitions for strait and narrow is hard, the spirit is truly willing, the flesh is what is weak, and needs the constant renewing

<d-g> and we notice also at the end of verse 14, that there be few that find it, and yet though salvation is available to all, a free gift, yet still there are so few that find this path

<d-g> we are to seek first this kingdom of God, a kingdom that is not of this world, but rather a spiritual one, one that has to be followed by the leading of His spirit, and not our own desires

<d-g> one that takes exercise of our senses, spiritual ears, eyes, so that one can stay on this strait and narrow, and not be so easily distracted by our physical senses that would tell us different

<d-g> Ps 16:11Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.  (KJV)

<d-g> the word is very specific, of his fulness have we all received, we have all been dealt the measure of faith, the same measure that Jesus Christ walked in is available to us as well

<d-g> it is our Fathers good pleasure to give us His kingdom, all that is needed is available, now a matter of seeking, and being willing to walk in the same footsteps as He did

<d-g> He will shew us this path, its coming to his as a child, not with our own ideas, but rather having that expectation, willing to hear His instructions, and then walking as well

<d-g> Prov 2:6For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. 7He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. 8He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints. 9Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path. (KJV)

<d-g> one of the keys is understanding Christ, who is made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, which will lead to the redemption of our bodies

<d-g> so in order to continue in the faith, grounded and settled and not being moved away from this path of life, faith is our ability to believe in what he is asking of us this day

<d-g> and a willingness to walk this strait and narrow, despite what the outward may try and dictate

<d-g> we talked earlier this week about faith, faith is a fact that demands an act

<d-g> and as we notice in verse 9, once we have taken the time to seek first His kingdom, then to step out and walk in it this day, then we are able to understand, remember God confirms His word with signs following, following those that are willing to walk that strait and narrow path

<d-g> many would like God to prove himself first, God show me a sign and i will believe, and yet our Lord was very specific, blessed are those that believe without seeing, trusting in Him with all your heart, and not leaning to our own understanding

<d-g> when i see that word leaning, i see one that is about to fall, or in other words one that is leaning toward popular opinions, one that would rather keep God in a box, thinking more highly of ourselves than we ought

<d-g> Deut 28:13And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them:14And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which I command thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them. (KJV)

<d-g> faith by hearing, hearing that message delivered by Christ, by keeping our senses exercised discerning both good and evil, we will not try and cut corners, or look for other ways into the kingdom, climbing up some other way, which the Lord refers to as a thief and a robber

<d-g> will a man rob God, and yet by trying any other way contrary, we do rob Him, Gods word is forever settled in heaven, He knows His word works and what it can accomplish

<d-g> and it can be that subtle, it does not take a lot of leaven to leaven the lump, and even when the devil tried to tempt our Lord, he did use the word, but left just a small part out of it to try and alter the plan

<d-g> James 3:4Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth.  (KJV)

<d-g> a ship begins a journey on one shore, and before it leaves plots a course, sets sail with the provisions needed to make the journey

<d-g> and yet if the course is altered, even ever so slightly, by the time that ship reaches, or attempts to reach its destination, one small turn of the wheel to the left or the right, can have that ship way off course by the time it reaches the other shoreline

<d-g> and even though it is driven at times by fierce winds, it still has to keep the course, make the adjustments, and the quicker one is able to hear, the less altered their journey will be

<d-g> so basically, in summation to fighting this good fight of faith, lets give earnest heed to things which we have heard, lets keep our attention to even the smallest details

<d-g> he that is faithful in that which is least, will be faithful in much, and will continue on that strait and narrow 

<d-g> any questions or comments this day?

<at-peace> o/      <d-g> yes charlene

<at-peace> a verses to share that i had heard when it was shared about the ship, where it begins and ends....

<d-g> ok

<at-peace> Luke 14:28For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? 29Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, 30Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.  (KJV)

<d-g> he that endures to the end will be saved……counting the cost, and making sure that we are prepared that we are able to finish the race      and sticking to the plan, not altering it

<d-g> 1 Pet 1:8Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 9Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. (KJV)

<d-g> at the end of this journey, is the salvation of our souls

<d-g> and on a big ocean, when one leaves the shore, they cannot see the other side, and have to trust in the instructions and course that is set before them

<d-g> any other questions or comments

<d-g> II Th 3:1Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you:  (KJV)

<d-g> i pray that each and everyone this day would keep the faith, stay on course, and be distracted for nothing, but let the peace of God rule
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