Bible Study Thursday September 20, 2001

<greg> Heavenly Father, we give you thanks and praise for all that you have done and provided for us this day, by the word of your grace which we seek this day through Jesus Christ our Lord

<greg> Now normally the first and third Thursdays are Q&A day, so before we proceed, if anyone has a question or comment, or would like to share a verse that is on their heart, we will open the channel at the beginning here for that

<greg> 2 Tim 4:2Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.  (KJV)

<greg> ok, we will finish this verse today, and we will concentrate on the last few words here, longsuffering and doctrine

<greg> when preaching the word, its important that the word will not only bring peace and reconciliation to the hearer, ours being a ministry of reconciliation

<greg> but there are times that word also is going to cut to the heart, hit home so to speak with the hearers, and at times cause a reaction that may not be favorable

<greg> it is vital, in delivering this message, knowing how to deliver, maintain our composure, not be moved by the reactions

<greg> Titus 3:2To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men. 3For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.  (KJV)

<greg> it is important, not to allow ourselves to be caught up in arguments, debates, but on the contrary, meekness

<greg> and looking at verse three here, remember where you came from, how Father ministered to you

<greg> James 3:17But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 18And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.  (KJV)

<greg> and despite our past, despite the depths of depression, heartache and misery we all came from, somehow Father was able to get the message of love, joy,  peace, and longsuffering into our hearts as well

<greg> it is important, with all of us when delivering this message, to understand where the hearer is at in their walk, and deliver that message in love and meekness, considering ourselves

<greg> has anyone ever dealt with a situation, where you were going to speak to one of the brethren, and you had made up in your mind that this was going to be a confrontation, head to head, fight to the finish so to speak?

<diligently> no

<greg> or even those outside the body as well, co-workers or such?

<at-peace> yes

<diligently> yes

<Faithful> yes

<chosen> have done that with those of the world yes

<helpmate> yes, but it never happened as we pictured it, but as Father had us do it

<greg> now having said that, when the situation arrived, was what you thought in your mind, and the way Father had you deal with it face to face turn out somewhat different?

<diligently> yes

<chosen> yes very different

<helpmate> yes

<at-peace> yes, it was

<Faithful> yes

<helpmate> much better than my way

<greg> so would you be willing to say that some of the imaginations crept in, exalting themselves against the knowledge of God, and tried to stir up the emotions a bit to alter the message?

<chosen> yes

<at-peace> yes

<diligently> yes, much

<Faithful> yes

<greg> and that is a key when preaching and sharing the word, being instant in season and out, even though the flesh (feels) angry, or wants to stir things up, its allowing the spirit to have control, keeping our bodies in subjection to the spirit

<greg> don’t allow those imaginations to get in and cloud the message, remember where we came from, how we started out ourselves, and how at times we still try and hold on to the things of this world, and how longsuffering Father is with us

<greg> James 3:14But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. 15This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.  (KJV)

<greg> if we have allowed bitterness to creep in, ever notice at times that just because one is angry, they try and justify themselves by blaming others?

<helpmate> yes

<Faithful> yes

<chosen> yes

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> yes

<greg> and this is what james is pointing out here by lying against the truth, don’t try and justify a lie with another lie, in order to effectively preach this word and be consistent, it is vital that we don’t let a root of bitterness spring up and defile ourselves and others

<greg> Matt 15:11Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man. (KJV)

<greg> remember, its what comes out of the heart is what will defile, so it is up to us to keep that shield of faith up and in operational, so that we are able to quench all those fiery darts of the wicked one

<greg> excuse me, what comes out of the mouth, which is what we allowed into the heart

<greg> Titus 3:4But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 5Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;  (KJV)

<greg> and this is the message that we bring, one of kindness and love, not something we accomplished by our own works, but according to his mercy

<greg> and by delivering this message in love, meekness and longsuffering, it keeps self out of the way, and points the hearer to the saviour

<greg> 2 Tim 2:24And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 25In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 26And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will. (KJV)

<greg> our job is to have an answer to any man that would ask of us, and to deliver that message in meekness, keeping the flesh out of the way

<greg> it is not our job to try and figure out the results, or how God is working, but rather knowing that to those that allow this message to reach their hearts, it will set them free from the snare and leash of the devil

<greg> Col 3:12Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 13Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. (KJV)

<greg> so in closing, let the peace of God rule in your heart this day, keeping self out of the way, so that our speech will be one that will minister grace unto the hearers

<greg> any questions or comments?

<diligently> o/

<greg> yes judy

<diligently> Father really had this touch my heart.

<diligently> it is not our job to try and figure out the results, or how God is working, but rather knowing that to those that allow this message to reach their hearts, it will set them free from the snare and leash of the devil

<diligently> the truth WILL set us free, and we will be free indeed.  PYF

<diligently> what a blessing for us.

<greg> the truth does set one free, and by us keeping the body in subjection to the spirit, we are able to present a more clear picture of salvation to the hearer

<diligently> yes

<helpmate> o/

<greg> being faithful in all that we are asked, and let Father deal with the results, just a matter for us of being ready

<greg> yes helen

<helpmate> some verses to share on what we were hearing

<greg> ok

<helpmate> Prov 23:7For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and drink, saith he to thee; but his heart is not with thee. (KJV)

<helpmate> Matt 12:34O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 35A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.  (KJV)

<helpmate> Matt 15:18But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man.19For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:  (KJV)

<helpmate> Prov 18:21Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.  (KJV)

<helpmate> when we speak....weather it be good or bad will tell everyone where we stand also

<helpmate> James 3:11Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter?  (KJV)

<helpmate> our words will be death, or they could be life

<greg> no man can serve two masters, we will either hold to one and despise the other, and a house divided will fall

<greg> we have the same choice as they did in the beginning, to partake of the tree of life, or of the knowledge of good and evil, and we do know that the carnal mind is enmity with God
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