Bible Study Thursday 25 October, 2001

<a-c> Father we thank you for this time together in your Word...and for providing that which we each have need of this day, that will enable us to do all that you ask of us, through Christ's strength.... we ask this and thank you for it, and give you the glory and praise this day, through Christ Jesus our Lord

<greg> yesterday, we discussed contentment, learning to be satisfied with ones lot, knowing who we are in Christ, what our calling is, and what Father is asking of us this day

<greg> Phil 4:11Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. (KJV)

<greg> Paul himself, a man who spent much time in prisons, shipwrecks, persecutions and such, spoke of being content, independent of external circumstances

<greg> and if you notice in verse 11, it was something that he learned, despite what the outward looked like

<greg> 3129  manthano- to learn, to be appraised  a) to increase one's knowledge, to be increased in knowledge   b) to hear, to be informed  c) to learn by use and practice, to be in the habit of, accustomed to

<greg> practice, to learn by use, strong meat belongs to them that have exercised their spiritual senses by use, to discern both good and evil

<greg> 2 Cor 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: (KJV)

<greg> the word sufficiency here is the same as content, so no matter what we are facing this day, no matter how it looks, God is able 

<greg> the reason paul was content, he knew who his source was, he knew and had come to an understanding through practice, renewing the mind, was able to make the statement, my God shall supply all your need

<greg> Mark 4:24  And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given. (KJV)

<greg> i wont post all the defs for take heed, but the one that stood out means to know by experience

<greg> to know, being faithful in that which is least, in the things which we have heard, and the key is learning to be content, learning who we are in Christ, where our place in the body is, and doing it heartily unto the Lord

<greg> even the places where Father has us work, just because you are not the boss, does that mean you are a failure at your job?

<a-c> no <Faithful> no <diligently> no

<greg> how about if somebody else is making more money than you, are you going to quit?

<a-c> no <Faithful> no <diligently> no

<greg> and yet isnt that the mindset we get at times, we see how God is using others, and then think we need to be like them before we can be used?

<diligently> at times have thought that way in the past.

<a-c> yes <Faithful> yes 

<greg> and yet the same is true within the body of Christ as with a job, they start you out at a position, and you need to prove yourself with that first before you are promoted to another

<greg> we need to be faithful in what we are being asked today, and content with our calling, taking heed to things which we have heard, then God is able to add to more

<greg> and the only way we will be faithful, is by being content with our calling, not trying to be the boss, but rather the clay, and let the potter have His way

<greg> Mark 4:25  For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he hath.  (KJV)

<greg> to have something means it is something we possess, we have hold of and will not let the thief come and steal it away

<greg> we talked yesterday about a place in heaven, and yet think about what it was like when you were first born again, when you first knew there was a God, experienced that peace, and no longer had to live in fear and doubt

<greg> think about this, He goes to prepare a place in heaven for us, and one place he has prepared is in the lambs book of life, right now this moment, your name is written there in His book

<greg> that alone, to know that, should be enough to suffice, if we keep that fresh in our minds daily, would there be any reason not to be content, or think we are missing out on something?

<Faithful> no <diligently> no <a-c> no

<greg> we have been blessed with all spiritual blessings, we have been delivered from the power of darkness, we now have access to the throne of grace, to find Gods help in time of need, and by learning to be independant of external circumstances here, then we are able to set our affection on those things which are above

<greg> 1 Cor 12:18-19 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. 19 And if they were all one member, where were the body? (KJV)

<greg> but now, now faith, God has set you in a place where it pleased Him, are you willing to take that place, or are you going to tell the potter He made a mistake?

<Faithful> take my place

<diligently> we will with joy be in the place Father has for me.

<a-c> willing to take that place

<greg> and if you wonder how important that place is, just try typing your next sentence with your foot instead of your hand

<greg> 1 Cor 12:15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? (KJV)

<greg> and yet isnt that how subtle the thief is at times, we forget the simplicity, and wonder what we are doing wrong rather than being faithful in what we are being asked of Him?

<a-c> yes <diligently> yes <Faithful> yes

<greg> Col 1:25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; (KJV)

<greg> Paul was made a minister, He allowed Father to perform the work that was begun in Him, he was content with His calling despite the outward circumstances, and because of that we are able to see the mystery of the gospel by his writings

<greg> so in closing ask yourself the same thing, Father what are you asking of me this day, how can i be written epistle unto you that the mystery of the gospel will shine through me as well

<greg> 2 Cor 8:11-12 Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be a performance also out of that which ye have. 12 For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. (KJV)

<greg> all Father is asking of us this day is to be willing, quit looking at what you think is lacking, and focus on what Father has given you, Christ in you the hope of glory, and by concentrating on that you will not allow those doubts to enter in and choke the Word or the good work which He has begun in you

<greg> Isa 1:19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: (KJV)

<greg> God is able, are you willing?

<Faithful> yes <diligently> yes  :-) <a-c> yes

<greg> any questions or comments this day?

<greg> if there are none, the channel is open, i pray all will have a blessed and prosperous day in Christ
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