Bible Study Thursday 7 February, 2002

 
Even the world will tell us that one bad apple will spoil the bunch.

 
Galatians 5:9 A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. KJV

 

Even in life, something that can be so small, can cause such large consequences. An example of this would be a small nail. To most, the majority of the time, it would seem very small, and very insignificant. Yet, if you were on your way to someplace of importance in a motor vehicle, this one little nail, if lodged in your tire, could delay, or disrupt your whole schedule, and in some cases totally stop that journey.

 

It is the same with the wrong habits, traits, or such that one has in their life. They may not seem like much, but yet if not removed from one's life, they can have devastating results, if not eternal implications.

Now, to obviate such pretences as these, and to convince them that there was more danger in it than they were aware of, he tells them (v. 9) that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump-- that the whole lump of Christianity may be tainted and corrupted by one such erroneous principle, or that the whole lump of the Christian society may be infected by one member of it, and therefore that they were greatly concerned not to yield in this single instance, or, if any had done so, to endeavour by all proper methods to purge out the infection from among them. Note, It is dangerous for Christian churches to encourage those among them who entertain, especially who set themselves to propagate, destructive errors. This was the case here. The doctrine which the false teachers were industrious to spread, and which some in these churches had been drawn into, was subversive of Christianity itself, as the apostle had before shown; and therefore, though the number either of the one or the other of these might be but small, yet, considering the fatal tendency of it and the corruption of human nature, whereby others were too much disposed to be infected with it, he would not have them on that account to be easy and unconcerned, but remember that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. If these were indulged the contagion might soon spread further and wider; and, if they suffered themselves to be imposed upon in this instance, it might soon issue in the utter ruin of the truth and liberty of the gospel. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

[A little leaven]-- the false teaching of the Judaizers. A little legalism, mixed with the Gospel, corrupts its purity. To add ordinances and works in the least degree to justification by faith, is to undermine `the whole. ' (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

 

A habit, trait, custom, ritual, or characteristic may seem or appear to be small and quite insignificant to all outward appearances, yet each and every one of them can be as devastating as that little nail to a tire.

 

It is no different with teachings and doctrines, they may seem small and insignificant, but if it affects, effects, and infects your relationship with God, eternity is what is at risk. This is why one needs to be studying for God's approval, and not man’s.


1 Corinthians 5:6-7 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? 7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: KJV

[Your glorying is not good.] You are triumphing in your superior knowledge, and busily employed in setting up and supporting your respective teachers, while the church is left under the most scandalous corruptions-- corruptions which threaten its very existence if not purged away. 
[Know ye not] With all your boasted wisdom, do you not know and acknowledge the truth of a common maxim, a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? If this leaven-- the incestuous person, be permitted to remain among you; if his conduct be not exposed by the most formidable censure; the flood-gates of impurity will be opened on the church, and the whole state of Christianity ruined in Corinth. 

[Purge out therefore the old leaven] As it is the custom of the Jews previously to the Passover to search their houses in the most diligent manner for the old leaven, and throw it out, sweeping every part clean; so act with this incestuous person. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)


Proverbs 22:10 Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go out; yea, strife and reproach shall cease. KJV

 

See here, 1. What the scorner does. It is implied that he sows discord and makes mischief wherever he comes. Much of the strife and contention which disturb the peace of all societies is owing to the evil interpreter (as some read it), that construes every thing into the worst, to those that despise and deride every one that comes in their way and take a pride in bantering and abusing all mankind. 2. What is to be done with the scorner that will not be reclaimed: Cast him out of your society, as Ishmael, when he mocked Isaac, was thrust out of Abraham's family. Those that would secure the peace must exclude the scorner. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

As Paul tells us, when you have done all to stand, then stand. Our relationship with Father by and through Christ Jesus, should be our most valued possession!

            

 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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