Bible Study Thursday 3 January, 2001
  

Hebrews 3:7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, KJV

 

Today, one must hear His voice, and respond according to Father’s will.

I. What he counsels them to do-- to give a speedy and present attention to the call of Christ. "Hear his voice, assent to, approve of, and consider, what God in Christ speaks unto you; apply it to yourselves with suitable affections and endeavours, and set about it this very day, for to-morrow it may be too late." (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Hear his voice. One must recognize His voice. His sheep hear His voice. Since they have taken the time to study for God's approval, they have learned to recognize His voice, and thus they will not follow the voice of another.

 

Assent to His voice. It is not enough to hear or recognize His voice, but then one must also come into agreement with it.

 

Approve of His voice. Once one assents or agrees with His voice, then they must also approve of it for their life.

 

Apply His voice. Now, once one has heard His voice, and come into agreement with that which He has spoken to you and approve it to yourself that it is what is necessary for life, then one must become a doer, or one who will now live this Word, with a joyful attitude, with a sincere desire to be pleasing to Father, today. For tomorrow may be to late!


II. What he cautions them against-- hardening their hearts, turning the deaf ear to the calls and counsels of Christ: "When he tells you of the evil of sin, the excellency of holiness, the necessity of receiving him by faith as your Saviour, do not shut your ear and heart against such a voice as this." Observe, The hardening of our hearts is the spring of all our other sins.
(from Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

How often does one hear His voice and counsel, but then reply yeah, yeah Lord, and then go ahead and do what they originally had planned? 

 

How often does one think that their plan is better than the counsel of God? 

 

Any time that we do what we think, rather than hearing and obeying His voice, one is assuming that they are wiser than God. Why else would one ignore His counsel?

 

Just as the arteries in a person get hard and clogged when the wrong types of food are eaten and consumed; likewise, the same thing happens in the spiritual realm. If one is listening to the wrong voice; giving heed to wrong words; hanging around evil communications, it will cause a hardening of the spiritual heart as well.

 

Your brother in Him,
In the service of Jesus Christ.

 

Larry Gazelka
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