Bible Study Thursday 31 January, 2002
A clean fresh start with God. Yet are you making use of all that has been made available to you?
Matthew 12:33 Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit. KJV
It is out of the abundance of the heart, with which the mouth speaks, or puts forth words on the scene. Often times people will use the excuse, "but it was only a slip of the tongue". Yet, the Word is clear to say, that what comes out of the mouth, is what is in the heart. The tree is known by its fruit!
 

The works will resemble the heart: nothing good can proceed from an evil spirit; no good fruit can proceed from a corrupt heart. Before the heart of man can produce any good, it must be renewed and influenced by the Spirit of God. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
 

The works of man is his lifestyle. That is, how he conducts his life on a moment-by-moment basis. How a person conducts himself, is established by habits, traits, or qualities that one has developed in their life. Some of one's qualities or traits are good, and others are quite detrimental to one's spiritual well-being.

Amos 5:15 Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the gate: it may be that the LORD God of hosts will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph. KJV
 

Matthew 23:26-28 Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. 27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. 28 Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. KJV
 

[Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men] But what will this appearance avail a man when God sits in judgment upon his soul? Will the fair reputation which he had acquired among men, while his heart was the seat of unrighteousness, screen him from the stroke of that justice which impartially sends all impurity and unholiness into the pit of destruction. No. In the sin that he hath sinned, and in which he hath died, and according to that, shall he be judged and punished; and his profession of holiness only tends to sink him deeper into the lake which burns with unquenchable fire. Reader! See that thy heart be right with God. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
Paul tells us that we are a "new" creation in Christ. That means that one has to abide in Him. One has to maintain a constant, consistent relationship with the Father by and through Christ Jesus. One has to learn to always do those things which please Father, and not self. It is when one abides in Him, that they are able to do all things to please Father, by and through Christ Jesus. Where will you draw your strength from this day?
Your brother in Him,
In the service of Jesus Christ,
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