Bible Study Thursday 28 March, 2002

Those that operate in and by the leadings of the flesh, cannot please God.

1 Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. KJV

[So then.] Because this carnal mind is enmity (hostile, hateful) against God, they that are in the flesh-- who are under the power of the workings of this carnal mind (which every soul is that has not received redemption in the blood of the Lamb). (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

The old nature, that is the nature which rebelled against God. It is easy for this old nature to regain control in one’s life, when they do not keep their mind properly renewed in His Word. That is, when one does not receive, and apply the proper authoritative prescription given by God in full compliance with the instructions given.

 

[Cannot please God.] Because of the rebellious workings of this principle of rebellion and hatred. And, if they cannot please God, they must be displeasing to him; and consequently in the broad road to final perdition. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

One seldom thinks of rebellion, or disobedience as hatred to and for God, but that is exactly what it is. Would one be as quick to rebel, if they always remembered that rebellion is the act of showing hatred to and for God?

 

The flesh-the principle of rebellion within in man —produces a certain pattern and way of thinking. Likewise, the Holy Spirit produces a certain pattern and way of thinking. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

As a man thinks within his heart, thus the path is chosen which they will follow. And then out of the heart, the mouth will speak the words that place them with God; or in direct opposition to Him.

 

The strait and narrow path, which few choose or follow; or the broad path which leads to destruction, which most appear to be taking. Ever notice, that the longer you have been doing something a certain way, the harder it is to change or alter that pattern? Likewise, as one strives to please God, and leaving their old lifestyle behind. The old ways, and old habits will be difficult to break, if one does not use the authoritative prescription that Father knows that is needed.
 

The mindset of the flesh is hostile to God, unwilling to subject itself to his law. Persons with such a nature cannot please God. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

As we saw yesterday that it is the law of the Spirit of life that is in Christ Jesus, that enables to separate ourselves (by and through His Spirit, not of ourselves per se) from the law of sin and death.

 

The former speaks the carnal sinner a dead man, which is bad; but this speaks him a devil of a man. It is not only an enemy, but enmity itself. It is not only the alienation of the soul from God, but the opposition of the soul against God; it rebels against his authority, thwarts his design, opposes his interest, spits in his face, spurns at his bowels. Can there be a greater enmity? (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

The problem is that a person seldom looks at the full ramifications (consequences), and implications that sin or disobedience causes in one’s life. At the time, one seldom thinks of disobedience as outright opposition to God, His Word, and His kingdom. Would one really shake their fist at God (if living for Him) and tell Him that they are smarter than Him? Has one forgot that rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft?

 

1 Samuel 15:23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. KJV

As transgression comes from iniquity, divination from teraphim, and rebellion from stubbornness, so, because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

[Rebellion ... witchcraft.] Both are forms of apostasy, the one being denial of God's authority, the other a recognition of supernatural powers distinct from God. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

One seldom thinks that in being rebellious to that which God asks, that they have come into agreement with the devil and his forces. In a combat situation, this is called treason, or being a traitor.

 

It is as bad to set up other gods as to live in disobedience to the true God. Those that are governed by their own corrupt inclinations, in opposition to the command of God, do, in effect, consult the teraphim (as the word here is for idolatry) or the diviners. It was disobedience that made us all sinners <Rom. 5:19>, and this is the malignity of sin, that it is the transgression of the law, and consequently it is enmity (hateful, hostile) to God, <Rom. 8:7>. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)  

 

Those that are operating in, by and through the flesh and its inclinations, are not able, not capable of being pleasing to (agreeable with) God. To live and operate in the flesh, is to take up with, to come into agreement with the forces that are opposed to, or against God.

 

His sheep hear His voice, and the voice of another they will not follow!

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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