Bible Study Thursday 21 February 2002

Are you operating in faith, or traditions?

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. KJV

Without the Message delivered by the Word of God, Christ, it is impossible to please or gratify Him. It is not only hearing the Message delivered to us by Jesus Christ, but then living in obedience to it, just as He did.
As we talked about earlier this week, that grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. That we are saved by grace, through faith, and it is not of anything that we can do of ourselves. One must recognize God's plan for reconciliation and accept it on His terms and conditions. Then, one must hear and understand the conditions necessary to implement this plan, and then allow these plans to become their way of life.


Romans 8:5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. KJV

 

Those that walk by sight, give heed to, and nurture the things of the flesh. 
 

[For they that are after the flesh] And here is the great distinction between Jews and genuine Christians: the former are after the flesh-- are under the power of the carnal, rebellious principle; and consequently mind, relish, the things of the flesh-- the things which appertain merely to the present life; having no relish for spiritual and eternal things. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)


[But they that are after the Spirit] They who are regenerated, who are born of the Spirit, being redeemed from the influence and law of the carnal mind; these relish the things of the Spirit-- they are spiritually minded, and pass through things temporal, so as not to lose the things which are eternal. And this, which in these apostolic times distinguished between the carnal Jew and the spiritual believer in Christ, is the grand mark of distinction between the nominal and the real Christian now. The former is earthly minded, and lives for this world; the latter is spiritually minded, and lives for the world to come. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

The influence of the mind, if it is not renewed with the Word of God, will have one operating in the flesh, and one knows that is not pleasing to God.

Romans 8:6-8 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. KJV

 

What is it that one refreshes and renews their mind with? As a man thinks within his heart, this is what they will be. God's Word is what defines who He is. It is our words then that define who we are. What kind of picture do your words portray to the world, who you are?

 

By our words we are justified, or by our words we are condemned. One is either in agreement with God, or they are fighting against Him.

 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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