Bible study Thursday 14 March 2002 

Even the pills a person has, will not be of any value or assistance, if one does not use them in full compliance with the instructions given for them.

Deuteronomy 28:1-2 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: 2 And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. KJV

It is upon condition that they diligently hearken to the voice of God (v. 1-2), that they hear God speaking to them by his word, and use their utmost endeavours to acquaint themselves with his will. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Do we always hear that which God is speaking to us? Or do we pick and choose that which we “want” to hear and then maybe obey? If part of the instructions are ignored, what can the results be?

 

Definition for “diligently”: 8085 shama` (shaw-mah'); a primitive root; to hear intelligently (often with implication of attention, obedience, etc.; causatively, to tell, etc.): 

 

Note, that it says to hear intelligently. Paul tells us that faith is by hearing, that is that one must hear, and then obey the messaged delivered by the Word of God, Christ. That without this faith, without hearing and complying with His Message, that it is impossible to please Him.

Note in verse 1, “to observe and to do all his commandments”, just as the writer of Proverbs told us that we should attend to His Word. That we should guard that Word, that authoritative prescription which we hear from Him, as the most precious thing in our life. To hear and then follow the instructions given to us by Him.

 

Interesting to note the way God had the verse transcribed; that first one should hearken diligently to His voice, and then, to observe (John 3:3-5) and do all that He prescribes to us, for keeping and maintaining one’s spiritual well being, which can only happen as one stays in agreement with His commandments.

 

John 14:21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. KJV

 

We must not only hear them, but then we must keep them, and guard them as well. Hearing and obeying His Word, is what it is all about. If one will recall Paul’s description of the shield of faith, (and we know that faith is by hearing and complying with the Message delivered by the Word of God, Christ), then it is able to quench all of the fiery darts of the wicked. However, one must follow the instructions for the authoritative prescription given, in order for it to be totally effective.

 

John 12:49-50 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know that his commandment (authoritative prescription) is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. KJV

 

And we know that earlier in the Gospel of John, Jesus Christ spoke very clearly, that the words that He speaks, are indeed Spirit, and they are life. (John 6:63)

 

[It is the spirit that quickeneth] It is the spiritual sense only of my words that is to be attended to, and through which life is to be attained, <2 Cor. 3:6>. Such only as eat and drink what I have mentioned, in a spiritual sense, are to expect eternal life. 

[The flesh profiteth nothing] If ye could even eat my flesh and drink my blood, this would not avail for your salvation. These words contain a caution that the hearers should not understand his words in the strict literal sense, as if his body were really BREAD, and as if his flesh and blood were really to be eaten and drank.
[Are spirit, and they are life.] As my words are to be spiritually understood, so the life they promise is of a spiritual nature: see Dr. Pearce. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

The flesh profits nothing-- those that are in the flesh (so some understand it), that are under the power of a carnal mind, profit not by Christ's discourses; but the Spirit quickeneth-- those that have the Spirit, that are spiritual, are quickened and enlivened by them; for they are received ad modum recipientis-- so as to correspond with the state of the receiver's mind. They found fault with Christ's sayings, whereas the fault was in themselves; it is only to sensual minds that spiritual things are senseless and sapless, spiritual minds relish them; see <1 Cor. 2:14-15>. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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