Bible Study Saturday 30 March, 2002 

A union in Christ; one may say, is a match made in heaven.

Ephesians 5:31-32 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. KJV

He is the vine, and we are the branches. If one departs from the vine, they have ceased to derive their sustenance from the vine. The Word is quite clear to tell us, that without Him, we can do nothing that will be pleasing to God.

A branch detached from the vine is necessarily unfruitful. A vital union is in view. The vine and the branches are distinguished. From the vine comes the life; from the branches, as a result, comes the fruit. The order is the same here as in <14:20> and <15:4>. Our abiding in Christ connects us with the source of life. His abiding in us brings a steady supply of fruit —much fruit. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

Paul tells us that we are to grow up into Him in all things. A branch that has been grafted into a vine; the longer it stays attached, the larger the bond grows, and the more nutriment it is able to draw from the vine. Thus, one can see the great importance of one abiding in Christ. 

 

It is by and through Christ Jesus, that we are to draw all of our strength, and all of our ability. Apart from Christ, apart from His ability, one is not able to do anything that is pleasing to God. Not because I say so, but this is what the Word clearly tells us.

 

John 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. (KJV)

 

Who or what is your source this day?

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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