Bible Study Monday September 24, 2001

<d-g> Father we come before your throne of grace this day, seeking the bread of life that will sustain and guide us through another day to walk in the liberty you have given us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord

<d-g> 1 Tim 6:12Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. (KJV)

<d-g> definition for fight…..  75  agonizomai- 1) to enter a contest: to contend in the gymnastic games 

2) to contend with adversaries, to fight   3) metaphorically, to contend, to struggle with difficulties and dangers    4) to endeavor with strenuous zeal, strive: to obtain something

<d-g> once you confessed Jesus Christ as your Lord and saviour, experienced His love and peace, you found yourself in a whole different realm

<d-g> the kingdom of God for many of us at first was like experiencing an amusement park as young children, it looked like a fun ride, full of thrills 

<d-g> and yet as one continues on this path of life, is it always easy, or will there be some opposition?

<helpmate> there will always be opposition....or persecution

<chosen> there always will be opposition....the devil will always throw darts

<d-g> and case in point, like with a prize fighter, as they move up in rank, does the opposition get easier or tougher?

<diligently> no is not always easy  and yes will be oppositions.

<at-peace> tougher

<chosen> tougher

<diligently> tougher

<d-g> our prize is that of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, to receive that crown of life that He has promised to them that love him, and those that can maintain that vision, will endure to the end

<d-g> and thus why Paul writes, the good fight of faith, faith, our ability to hear the message delivered by Christ, and then follow His example, which was nothing short of total victory

<d-g> and with all the fighters that enter the ring, they all have trainer's in their corners to give instructions, and encourage through out the match

<d-g> and what better trainer could we ask for ourselves in our corner, than one who is a champion, one who walked this earth, fought a perfect fight of faith, doing only those things he saw the Father do

<d-g> speaking only those things He heard from the Father

<d-g> 1 Cor 9:26I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 27But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. (KJV)

<d-g> nothing is more frustrating to a fighter, lol besides getting hit, and nothing tires out a fighter quicker than to swing and miss

<d-g> and what kind of example would i be setting to others if i speak of Jesus Christ, the new life afforded us in him, only to find myself laid out on the mat

<helpmate> not too convincing

<diligently> not a good o\example at all

<chosen> no, not a good example

<d-g> and this is what happens when we spend to much time focusing on problems, analyzing situations, leaning to our own understanding, and yes at times just plain whining and griping about situations

<d-g> i for one don’t like getting punched in the physical, and i can surely tell you that i hate taking shots in the spirit man because i just did not keep the shield of faith up and operational

<d-g> and our adversary, the devil, is like a roaring lion, seeking whom he can devour, doing all he can to drown out that still small voice of God, that would give us our instructions this day on how to walk in that same victory that His son did

<d-g> Matt 6:33But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. (KJV)

<d-g> now many of us can look at this verse, and we think, oh yeah, first thing in the morning, i will spend time in the word

<helpmate> not only in the morning, we should be conversing with Father all day.....pray without ceasing

<d-g> and that is good, but how about as the day goes along, and the situations present themselves, sometimes not always appearing to be in our favor, are you as quick to seek first his kingdom, or do we allow ourselves to get down, beaten on so to speak for a while?

<diligently> yes, have thought that ,and all day long

<chosen> we will only seek Him first if we keep our focus on Him, not on the distractions from the devil

<helpmate> we remember that we CAN do all things through Christ who gives us our strength

<diligently> we keep our heart and mind upon Father and His word. and we will have His peace that passeth all understanding.

<diligently> yes, we can 

<d-g> maybe we get going, we haven’t been listening to our trainers instructions, or we think, i can handle this Lord, only to find ourselves flat on our back

<diligently> that is were i would be , if i go at it on our own.

<d-g> the point is, just because we don’t have a bible in hand, doesn’t mean Father cannot continue to minister to us, being quick to hear, slow to speak, and last but not least, slow to wrath

<d-g> Rom 8:36As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.  (KJV)

<d-g> i seen this verse posted recently, and it can be the attitude of the Christians at times, woe is me, a Christians life is nothing but suffering and heartache, we are like a bunch of dumb sheep being led to the slaughter

<d-g> and that is why paul was quick to point out, Nay, in all things, we are more than a conqueror, through Him that loved us

<d-g> like was just posted, i can do all things, but only through Christ that strengthens us, remember, He is the way, established by the truth, that does lead to eternal life

<d-g> Heb 12:2Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. (KJV)

<d-g> consider him this day, there are times it seems tough, the path is not always easy, follow the instructions of one who has been through these temptations, and yet sinned not

<d-g> and notice where the battle ground is, lest we be wearied and faint in our minds

<d-g> the burden is much heavier if we try and carry it on our own, and like with a prize fighter, unless they are in shape, keeping that body in subjection to the spirit, they will not go the distance

<d-g> 2 Tim 4:7I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: (KJV)

<d-g> let this be our daily goal, that at the end of our days, we can look to Father, and hear well done good and faithful servant

<d-g> and for today, lets keep the faith, lets hear the instructions of our trainer, taking it moment by moment, precept upon precept, line upon line, here a little there a little

<d-g> any questions or comments, we will end here for today

<chosen> o/

<d-g> yes steph

<chosen> just on heb 12:3..... was looking at Adam Clarks comm. and thought it was neat.....

<chosen> Hebrews 12:3   Attentively observe and analyze every part of his conduct, enter into his spirit, examine his motives and object, and remember that, as he acted, ye are called to act; he will furnish you with the same Spirit, and will support you with the same strength He bore a continual opposition of sinners against himself; but he conquered by meekness, patience, and perseverance: he has left you an example that ye should follow his steps. If ye trust in him, ye shall receive strength; therefore, howsoever great your opposition may be, ye shall not be weary: if ye confide in and attentively look to him, ye shall have continual courage to go on, and never faint in your minds.  (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<d-g> thanks yes, very fitting

<chosen> Jesus Christ set the example for us...now we have to choose to follow His footsteps, keeping our focus on Him, then we are conquerors and we have the victory thru His strength

<chosen> more than conquerors

<d-g> its training ourselves, what will be our first response to situations that confront us during our days, will it be in the spirit or in the flesh

<d-g> if we stay in the spirit, we have the victory, if we enter the realm of the flesh again, then we cannot please God

<chosen> yes remembering that Jesus Christ went thru all that we will ever face...and we have that example

<d-g> and yet sinned not, what better example could we ask for, being surrounded with so many clouds of witnesses, to rain down on us

<chosen> :-) no better example

<d-g> to allow us like trees to be planted by the living waters, rooted and grounded in love

<d-g> any other questions or comments

<d-g> if there are none, we will open the channel, i pray all will keep the faith this day, and continue in the liberty which is in Christ
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