Bible Study August 6, 2001

<greg> Heavenly Father we thank you for this day and another opportunity to come before your throne of grace this day, seeking your bread of life and all that is needed to sustain through another day of service unto you through Jesus Christ our Lord

<greg> Matt 16:24Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 25For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. (KJV)

<greg> as we see here, salvation is a personal choice, not something forced on anyone, and thus the Lord responds, if any man will come after me

<greg> the terms and conditions of this plan of salvation are laid out simply in these two verses, in order to have one, we must discard the other

<greg> and as we find out in our own personal walk from time to time, this path is not an easy one, at times it is hard on the flesh, and thus we understand why there is so few that do find it

<greg> 2 Cor 4:16For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.  (KJV)

<greg> now for some of us, we can look in the mirror and say, oh yes, this outward is perishing, no question about it

<greg> but it is not the physical man, the outward that Paul is referring to, but rather that inward, denying oneself, and our thoughts and ways that we have learned so diligently in the flesh, are now done away with, its a new path we seek

<greg> one that is not traveled by many, one that only a few are willing to follow, yet one that is worth the suffering

<greg> Prov 4:20My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. 21Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart. 22For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh.  (KJV)

<greg> the key is remembering that God is a spirit, and that His kingdom is not of this world

<greg> so the only way we are going to find it, is by seeking Him first as well as His righteousness, then all that is needed to walk in His plan of salvation for this day will be added

<greg> then once we have heard the message for this day, it is then up to us to walk by faith, hearing that message delivered by Christ, and not by sight (the just shall live by faith), and not letting the mind or outward dictate

<greg> and thus the importance of denying ourselves, casting down those imaginations, as well as any other high thought that would exalt itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought to the obedience of Christ

<greg> and when the bible does refer to casting down, it means to destroy, eliminate

<greg> one of the definitions for an imagination, is the minds ability to form a mental picture of things not actually present

<greg> has anyone else besides me ever meditated on something that was not actually taking place, even at times expecting something to manifest other than what God intended?

<chosen> yes

<judy> yes

<at-peace> yes

<helpmate> yes

<matti> yes

<greg> Ps 62:5My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him. 6He only is my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I shall not be moved.  (KJV)

<greg> def for expectation   8615  tiqvah- 1) a cord 2) hope, expectation  a) hope  b) the ground of hope 

c) things hoped for, an outcome

<greg> its having and keeping that confidence, knowing that no matter what the outward tries to dictate, that inward man is saying press on, we have been promised victory in all things, being more than a conqueror

<greg> Prov 4:23Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.  (KJV)

<greg> keep thy heart, which means to guard, letting the peace of God guard our hearts and minds 

<greg> because its what goes into the heart, is what is going to go to the mind, and that is what is going to dictate our actions

<greg> Mark 7:21For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 22Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness:  (KJV)

<greg> though many think that thoughts are a result of the mind, they are actually what is in the heart, and out of the abundance of the heart is what our mouth will speak, whether death or life

<greg> and looking at this verse spiritually, we can see that friendship with the world is enmity with God, and as James refers to those people as being adulterers and adulteresses

<greg> and that is why man, without a new heart, to renew the mind with, letting his spirit bear witness with ours, thoughts and intents of man will only be evil continually

<greg> Rom 1:21Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,  (KJV)

<greg> having begun in spirit, and now seeking perfection in the flesh, leaning more to their own understanding, not denying themselves, but rather taking something spiritual, and trying to bring it into the natural

<greg> Ps 12:1Help, LORD; for the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from among the children of men. 2They speak vanity every one with his neighbour: with flattering lips and with a double heart do they speak. (KJV)

<greg> we know the double minded man is unstable in all his ways, which is a result of one being of a double heart, seeking a relationship with God, yet hanging on the our old ways and thoughts of how we think things should be done

<greg> Eph 3:19And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. 20Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,  (KJV)

greg> please take note of the first word there in verse 20, and then hold that thought this day, spend this day keeping a watch on what you are meditating on, keeping every thought in obedience to Christ

<greg> yesterday is over, tomorrow is just an imagination, this day deny yourself and the ways and idea's we think His plan of salvation should operate 

<greg> don’t waste time in that imaginary realm, but rather expect nothing less than goodness and mercy to follow you all the days of your life

<greg> God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, love, and of a sound mind, accept nothing less

<greg> any ?'s or comments this day

<chosen> o/

<helpmate> yes steph

<chosen> some verses to share......

<helpmate> ok

<chosen> Phil 2:5Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: (KJV)

<greg> thought it not robbery to be equal with God, which means nothing more than being in agreement with Him 

<greg> as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he

<greg> though we have been taught all our life to fill our mind and be educated with the things of this world, its now a matter of doing the will of God from the heart, which will renew the mind

<greg> just like bible memorization, if it is not written in the heart, it is easy prey for the fowls of the air to come and pluck it away

<greg> basically, in conclusion to this study, we at times spend to much time thinking the worst, and not expecting the best

<greg> Phil 4:8Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.  (KJV)

<greg> and anything other than these, will allow doubts and confusion to set in
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