Bible Study Monday August 20, 2001

<chosen> Thank you Father for this time together to come and learn more of you, we thank you for providing that which we each have need of, and we pray that we will be obedient to your voice and be ready to serve you with our whole heart this day, in Christ Jesus our Lord and Saviour

<opentext> Eph 1:15Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, 16Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers;  (KJV)

<opentext> Often times, one forgets their obligation to pray, not only for themselves, but also their brothers and sister in Christ.

<opentext> And especially when Father places someone upon our hearts.

<opentext> Eph 1:17That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:  (KJV)

<opentext> It is also interesting to note, the way in which Paul does pray here. Not as they did in the old testament...where they would pray to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, but rather to the God of our Lord Jesus Christ.

<opentext> For one to recognize Him as Father, one that has to come to the place that they do recognize the adoption that is promised to them.

<opentext> It is in this light, that one should expect to receive from Him, deeper insights and understanding of His Word, and the promises that are made to us within His Word.

<opentext> Col 2:2That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; 3In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

 (KJV)

<opentext> All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are made available to us, yet how often do we remember to ask Father through Christ Jesus, when we seem to hit an impasse?

<chosen> not every time

<diligently> do not understand ?

<opentext> When we encounter problems, do we always remember to ask Father immediately, for His solution to the obstacle that we have encountered?

<diligently> no ,not always

<chosen> no

<at-peace> no

<opentext> So then, it is a matter of believing that we have received the gift of God, Christ, and that we have all of the gift immediately available to us; so we must now learn to utilize this gift, rather then saving it for some rainy day.

<opentext> Thus why Paul said in Eph 6:17, that He may give unto you. Learning to ask for the help, rather then trying to do it ourselves first, and then asking God when we have exhausted all of our options.

<opentext> Eph 1:18The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,  (KJV)

<opentext> The eyes of your understanding being enlightened! How often is it that we "hope" someone else has the answer for us, rather then knowing that Father will talk with us?

<diligently> that is how it used to be in the past ,before we heard Father clearly.

<diligently> i could not hear Father before, so i had to ask others.

<chosen> when i doubt

<opentext> If one does not allow Father to enlighten them, how can they ever have a real hope of that which He has prepared for us?

<diligently> we can not.

<h-d> cannot

<chosen> cant

<opentext> Seeing the adoption by Him as real, and seeing the completion of it; for we are to walk by faith, and not by sight.

<at-peace> can not

<opentext> Eph 1:19And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, (KJV)

<opentext> To know the exceeding greatness of His power, to and for those that believe. How often does one think this power is there for everyone but themselves?

<diligently> oh, yes have thought just that in the past at times.

<h-d> we know that it is there....just do not use it all the time like we should

<chosen> sometimes it seems easy to believe for others than for myself

<opentext> Now, if it was according to our power without Christ, then there would be a problem for us. However, Paul is clear to say, that it is according to the working of His mighty power. 

<opentext> One must remember, that we are saved by grace through faith. It is not of works lest any man should boast. For if it was of works, then none of us would have been able to obtain the gift.

<opentext> Eph 1:20Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,

 (KJV)

<opentext> Christ has risen, and has been seated at the right hand of Father. His work is completed. Now, it is a matter of recognizing all that has been made available to you the believer.

<opentext> Eph 1:21Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 22And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,  (KJV)

<opentext> His was a total victory. And it is by and through Christ Jesus, that we are able to be partakers of His divine nature.

<opentext> To be a partaker of His divine nature, one must then be a part of His church. 

<opentext> Now, after all Jesus Christ has accomplished, do you think He is going to let anything happen to those that are His?

<h-d> no

<diligently> no  PYF

<chosen> no

<opentext> Eph 1:22And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 23Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. (KJV)

<opentext> To be a partaker of His divine nature, one then is a part of His body. And as such, we have available to us, the same fulness that embodied Him. You have been blessed with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> It is a matter of having confidence in Father's plan, and that which was accomplished by and through His Son. Being confident of the work that He has begun in you, and if one remains faithful, knowing that He will bring this work to completion.

<opentext> Today, will you allow the Word  to be the controlling force within your life?

<h-d> yes       <at-peace> yes     <chosen> yes

<opentext> any questions or comments from todays study?

<diligently> yes, praising God with a joyful heart.
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